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Two  Paramount  Obligations 
of  Members  of  the  Church 


by  President  David  0.  McKay 


There  are  two  great  functions  of  the  Church: 
first,  the  putting  in  order  of  our  homes,  and  keeping 
them  in  order;  and,  second,  the  proclaiming  of  the 
divinity  of  the  mission  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour, 
Jesus  Christ. 

"For  what  is  a  man  profited,"  said  the  Saviour, 
"if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own 
soul?  or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his 
soul?"  (Matthew  16:26.) 

The  first  recorded  question  of  the  Saviour  after 
His  baptism  in  the  River  Jordan  was,  "What  seek- 
est  thou?"  In  the  text  I  have  just  quoted,  He  again 
refers  to  the  dominant  incentive  prompting  man's 
actions  in  daily  life.  If  a  man  seeks  wealth,  worldly 
honors,  pleasures,  and  all  that  riches  and  honor  can 
bestow,  but  neglects  and  leaves  undeveloped  the 
eternal  riches  of  his  soul,  what  is  he  profited? 

Seeking  First  the  Kingdom 

Thus  does  the  Lord  emphasize  in  a  simple  though 
majestic  comparison  the  relative  value  of  material 
and  spiritual  possessions. 

On  another  occasion,  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 


(For  Course  24,  lessons  of  December  1  and  8,  "Discipline  as 
Responsible  Behavior";  for  Course  19,  lessons  of  December  8-24,  "Prac- 
tical Religion";  and  of  interest  to  Church  members.) 


He  admonished  His  hearers  to  seek  ".  .  .  first  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteousness;  and  all 
these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you."  (Matthew 
6:33.)  Seeking  to  establish  the  kingdom  of  God 
and  to  foster  His  righteousness  should  be  the  para- 
mount purpose  of  life.  I  think  none  will  deny  that. 
Leading  statesmen,  clear-thinking  educators,  in 
public  addresses  and  in  magazine  articles,  frequently 
refer  to  what  they  declare  is  an  apparent  spiritual 
poverty  of  the  present  age;  and  they  cite  the  need 
for  higher  moral  and  ethical  standards. 

Religion   in   Education 

Professor  William  J.  Russell,  instructor  in  the 
Memorial  High  School  at  Pelham,  New  York,  says: 
"Courses  required  of  all  students  in  our  public 
schools  should  include  all  the  important  areas  of 
study  that  directly  or  indirectly  provide  the  student 
with  opportunities  for  spiritual  growth  and  religious 
inspiration. 

"From  such  study,"  he  continues,  "it  is  reason- 
able to  expect  that  our  students  will  better  under- 
stand how  vital  has  been  the  role  of  religion  at 
critical  moments  in  history,  how  important  spiritual 
insights  and  religious  faith  can  be  in  the  lives  of 
men  and  women,  how  closely  related  are  true  human 
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greatness  and  such  qualities  as  honesty,  integrity, 
humility,  generosity,  compassion.  We  may  expect 
in  our  students  more  idealism  and  less  cynicism, 
more  wholesome  courage  and  faith  in  the  future  and 
less  pessimism  and  foreboding  and  fear. 

"We  may  hope  for  increased  tolerance  of  .  .  . 
religious  differences,  increased  respect  for  those  of 
opposite  political  views  or  of  lower  social  and  eco- 
nomic levels,  increased  awareness  of  the  basic  and 
inviolable  dignity  of  the  individual  man  or  woman. 
We  may  contribute  to  the  development  of  a  more 
sensitive  social  conscience,  a  greater  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility for  the  less  fortunate  in  our  society. 
We  may  even,  perhaps,  without  knowing  it,  bring  a 
boy  or  girl  closer  to  God."1 

I  cite  that  because  of  the  opportunities  which 
may  be  utilized  in  our  public  schools.  Many  men 
of  clear  vision  and  sound  judgment  call  for  a  re- 
dedication  of  schools  and  homes  to  moral  and  spir- 
itual values. 

Our  Greatest  Obligation 

Our  most  precious  possession  is  the  youth  of  the 
land,  and  to  instruct  them  to  walk  uprightly  and 
to  become  worthy  citizens  in  the  kingdom  of  God 
is  our  greatest  obligation. 

Religious  freedom  and  the  separation  of  the 
church  and  state  are  clearly  set  forth  in  the  first 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  no  governmental  agency  can  have  any  super- 
vision, control,  nor  jurisdiction  over  religion.  Though 
our  public  schools  may  emphasize  moral,  ethical, 
and  spiritual  values  as  essential  elements  in  the 
public  school  program,  they  cannot  favor  any  par- 
ticular religion  or  religious  system.  The  teaching 
of  religion  is,  therefore,  definitely  a  responsibility  of 
the  home  and  the  Church. 

In  discharging  this  responsibility,  members  of  the 
Church  should  ever  keep  in  mind  two  paramount 
obligations:  (1)  to  put  and  to  keep  their  homes  in 
order;  and  (2)  to  proclaim  the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  essentiality  of  His  teachings  to  the 
salvation  of  the  human  family. 

Rebuild   and   Purify  the  Home 

If,  upon  examination,  one  finds  that  termites  are 
undermining  the  foundation  of  his  house,  he  should 
lose  no  time  in  having  experts  make  a  thorough  ex- 
amination and  exterminate  the  destructive  insects. 
He  should  have  the  weakened  materials  removed  and 
the  foundation  strengthened  and,  if  necessary,  re- 
built. 


Professor  William  J.  Russell  in  the  March,  1953,  issue  of  Think, 
page  5. 


Well,  more  important  than  the  building  of  our 
house  is  the  rebuilding  and  purifying  of  our  home. 

"Our  home  joys,"  says  Johann  Pestalozzi,  Swiss 
educator  and  reformer,  "are  the  most  delightful  earth 
affords,  and  the  joy  of  parents  in  their  children  is 
the  most  holy  joy  of  humanity.  It  makes  their 
hearts  pure  and  good;  it  lifts  them  up  to  their 
Father  in  heaven." 

Foster  High   Ideals,  Avoid  Slander 

You  know  and  I  know  that  such  joys  are  within 
the  reach  of  most  men  and  women  if  high  ideals  of 
marriage  and  home  be  properly  fostered  and  cher- 
ished. 

But  there  are  destructive  termites  in  homes,  as 
well  as  in  houses;  and  some  of  these  are  backbiting, 
evil-speaking,  faultfinding  on  the  part  either  of  par- 
ents or  of  children.  Slander  is  poison  to  the  soul. 
"Slanderers  are  like  flies,  that  pass  all  over  a  man's 
good  parts  to  light  only  on  his  sores."  In  the  ideal 
home,  there  is  no  slanderous  gossip  about  school 
teachers,  about  public  officials  or  Church  officials. 
I  am  more  grateful  now,  as  the  years  have  come  and 
gone,  to  my  father,  who  with  hands  lifted,  emphat- 
ically said,  "Now,  no  faultfinding  about  your  teacher 
or  anybody  else." 

Deterrents  to  Happiness 

Quarreling  and  profaning  also  are  evils  that  lower 
the  standards  of  the  ideal  home.  I  cannot  imagine 
a  father  or  mother  profaning  in  the  presence  of  chil- 
dren or  ever  letting  profane  words  pass  their  lips. 

Another  deterrent  to  happiness  in  the  home  is 
the  refusal  to  bear  the  full  responsibility  of  mother- 
hood and  fatherhood.  Members  of  the  Church  who 
are  healthy  and  normal  should  not  be  guilty  of  re- 
stricting the  number  of  children  in  the  home,  es- 
pecially when  such  action  is  prompted  by  a  desire 
for  a  good  time,  or  for  personal  gain,  or  to  keep  >up 
with  the  neighbors,  or  by  a  false  impression  that  one 
or  two  Children  in  a  family  can  be  better  educated. 
These  are  excuses  which  members  of  the  Church 
should  not  harbor,  for  they  are  unjustified. 

The  question  of  size  of  families,  I  know,  brings 
up  many  problems — the  question  of  woman's  career, 
the  false  cry  of  "quality,  not  quantity,"  which  one 
writer  rightly  says  should  read  "extinction,  not  pres- 
ervation," or  the  matter-of-fact  question  of  daily 
living  and  getting  on  in  the  world. 

The  True   Purpose  of  Marriage 

With  the  high  ideal  of  marriage  as  revealed  to 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  members  of  the  Church 
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should  have  but  one  goal;  and  that  is  to  keep  in 
mind  the  fact  that  marriage,  the  foundation  of  so- 
ciety, is  "ordained  of  God"  for  the  building  of  per- 
manent homes  in  which  children  may  be  properly 
reared  and  taught  the  principles  of  the  Gospel. 

The  following,  I  am  sure,  will  strike  a  responsive 
chord  in  the  hearts  of  the  majority  of  parents  in 
the  Church: 

Every  period  of  human  life  is  wonderful;  the 
irresponsible  age  of  childhood,  the  thrilling  years 
of  adolescence  and  courtship,  the  productive,  fight- 
ing, burden- bearing  era  of  parenthood;  but  the  most 
wonderful  time  of  life  comes  when  the  father  and 
mother  become  chums  of  their  grown-up,  successful 
sons  and  daughters,  and  can  begin  to  enjoy  their 
children's  children.  Youth  is  confined  with  restric- 
tions, limitations,  schedules,  and  dominations;  ad- 
olescence is  full  of  mysteries,  longings,  and  defeats; 
early  fatherhood  is  absorbed  in  struggles  and  in  the 
solution  of  problems;  extreme  old  age  is  shadowed 
by  eternal  mysteries;  but  middle  age  and  normal  old 
age,  if  life  has  been  rightly  and  fully  lived,  are  filled 
with  the  thrills,  not  merely  of  success,  but  of  com- 
panionship with  children  and  grandchildren.  .  .  . 
Each  age  has  satisfactions  which  can  be  known  only 
by  experience.  .  .  .  When  a  young  man  and  woman 
of  the  right  biological  type  marry  in  the  early  twen- 
ties and  are  prepared  to  earn  a  living  and  support 
and  rear  a  family,  they  have  started  in  the  normal 
cycle  of  life.  They  are  likely  to  give  society  fewer 
problems  of  crime,  immorality,  divorce,  or  poverty 
than  are  their  unmarried  companions.  They  will  have 
children  and  rear  them  while  they  are  strong,  enjoy 
them  when  they  are  grown-up  and  successful,  depend 
upon  them  in  weakness,  and  profit  by  the  finest  type 
of  old-age  insurance  ever  invented  by  man  or  God, 
an  insurance  which  pays  its  annuities  in  material 
goods  when  necessary,  but  which  mainly  pays  in 
the  rich  joys  of  love  and  fellowship.  .  .  .  The  crown- 
ing joys  of  human  experience  will  come  in  middle 
age  and  onward,  through  the  companionship,  love, 
and  honor  of  children  and  grandchildren. 

— R.  J.  Sprague. 

All  members  of  the  Church  should  set  their  homes 
in  order  so  that  they  may  enjoy  the  true  happiness 
of  harmonious  family  life. 

Proclaim  the  Mission  of  Christ 

As  already  stated,  the  second  paramount  obliga- 
tion is  to  proclaim  the  divine  mission  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Nineteen  hundred  years  ago,  a  valiant  defender  of 
that  Cause  said: 

This  is  the  stone  which  was  set  at  nought  of  you 
builders,  which  is  become  the  head  of  the  corner. 

Neither  is  there  salvation  in  any  other:  for  there 
is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved.  (Acts  4:11,  12.) 


and  only  safe  leader  and  guide  in  the  world  was  an 
ordinary  fisherman  who  lived  nearly  two  thousand 
years  ago.  He  was  thoroughly  a  man  of  action, 
though  somewhat  impetuous.  He  was  fairly  pros- 
perous, possessed  qualities  of  leadership;  and,  above 
all,  he  was  honest. 

Circumstances  drew  Peter  into  close  relationship 
with  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  For  nearly  three  years  this 
hardheaded  fisherman  accompanied  Jesus  almost 
constantly.  He  became  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  Master.  Jesus'  philosophy  of  life  became  Peter's 
philosophy.  Not  suddenly,  but  gradually,  through 
careful,  critical  observation  and  inward  experience, 
Peter  arrived  at  a  firm  and  sublime  conviction,  ex- 
pressed clearly  and  unhesitatingly  when  he  declared 
before  his  accusers,  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish  San- 
hedrin,  ".  .  .  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved." 

The  Church  stands  with  Peter,  with  Paul,  with 
James,  and  with  all  other  apostles  who  accepted  the 
resurrection  not  only  as  being  literally  true,  but  as 
being  also  the  consummation  of  Christ's  divine  mis- 
sion upon  the  earth.  To  the  unimpeachable  evidence 
of  the  ancient  apostles  to  the  resurrection  of  our 
Lord,  we  add  the  sublime  declaration  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith:  "And  now,  after  the  many  testi- 
monies which  have  been  given  of  him,  this  is  the 
testimony,  last  of  all,  which  we  give  of  him:  That 
he  lives!"  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  76:22.) 

Greater  Resolution 

The  responsibility  of  preaching  the  Gospel  rests 
upon  us.  Let  me  urge  more  diligence  in  living  the 
principles  of  the  Gospel.  We  may  preach,  we  may 
write  and  publish  books;  but  the  most  effective  way 
of  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  peoples  of  the  world 
is  by  example. 

Let  us  have  greater  resolution  to  defend  one  an- 
other in  righteous  living,  to  defend  the  Church,  not 
to  speak  against  our  neighbors,  nor  against  author- 
ities of  the  Church,  local,  stake,  or  general.  Let  us 
avoid  evil-speaking.  Let  us  avoid  slander  and  gossip. 
These  are  poisons  to  the  soul  to  those  who  indulge. 
Evil-speaking  injures  the  reviler  more  than  the 
reviled. 

May  peace  be  in  our  hearts,  and  peace  and 
harmony  be  in  our  homes.  Happy  homes  give  to 
their  inmates  a  taste  of  heaven  on  earth.  Accep- 
tance of  the  divinity  of  Christ's  mission  and  com- 
pliance with  the  principles  of  His  Gospel  give 
assurance  of  immortality  and  eternal  life. 


The  man  Who  thus  declared  JeSUS  tO  be  the  One  Library  File  Reference:  Family  Life. 
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In  the  sayings  of  Jesus  Christ — "And  as  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  also  to  them  like- 
wise" {Luke  6:31)  and  ".  .  .  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself"  (Matthew  22:39) — are  the 
solutions  to  man's  social  ills.  Religion  is  the  social 
executor  of  the  golden  rule. 


The  Role  of 
Religion  in 
Modern  Life 

by  James  T.  Tschudy* 


THE  real  value  of  religion  in  our  sophisticated 
age  is  being  challenged  from  many  quarters. 
In  fact,  the  truly  patriotic  and  religious  person  often 
is  regarded  as  "old-fashioned."  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  is  not  surprising  to  hear  the  taunting 
queries,  "What  is  the  role  of  religion  in  modern 
life?"  or  "Does  religion  actually  have  a  meaningful 
role  to  play  in  the  twentieth  century?" 

At  first  thought,  some  of  us  probably  would  at- 
tempt to  defend  the  existence  of  religion  with  the 
following  arguments: 

First,  religion  is  important  as  a  social  guide  to 
the  "good  life"  With  Christianity  has  come  the 
much-lauded  concept  of  universal  brotherhood, 
wherein  all  men  are  seen  as  the  children  of  one  God 
and  therefore  as  brothers  and  sisters — spiritually 
and  physically.  While  the  practical  application  of 
the  golden  rule  has  run  afoul  on  racial  and  economic 
prejudice,  the  teachings  of  Christ,  Confucius,  Mo- 
hammed, and  a  host  of  other  religious  leaders  have 
repeatedly  given  mankind  a  simple  blueprint  for  the 
effective  amalgamation  of  humanity  everywhere.  In 
the  sayings  of  Jesus  Christ — "And  as  ye  would  that 
men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  also  to  them  likewise" 
(Luke  6:31)  and  ".  .  .  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh- 
bour as  thyself"   (Matthew  22:39) — are  the  solu- 


(For  Course  28,  lesson  of  January  5,  "The  Articles  of  Faith";  for 
Course  19,  lessons  of  December  8,  15,  and  29,  "Practical  Religion"; 
Course  16,  lesson  of  January  5,  "Why  Religion?";  and  for  general 
reading. ) 

*Dr.  Tschudy  is  employed  as  research  scientist  with  the  Human 
Resources  Research  Office  of  George  Washington  University  at  Pre- 
sidio of  Monterey,  Calif.  Before  his  present  appointment,  he  was 
associate  professor  of  psychology  at  Utah  State  University.  Dr. 
Tschudy  has  demonstrated  much  interest  and  insight  into  the  art  of 
counseling.  He  has  won  B.S.  and  M.S.  degrees  in  psychology  at 
the  University  of  Utah  and  Brigham  Young  University  respectively. 
He  has  received  further  experience  and  knowledge  in  obtaining  a 
doctor's  degree  in  counseling  psychology  at  the  University  of  California 
at  Berkeley  and  completed  his  internship  at  the  Alameda  County 
Guidance  Clinic  in  San  Leandro,  Calif.  And  Dr.  Tschudy  is  author  of 
a  new,  useful-to-Church-officers  book,  The  Art  of  Counseling,  Deseret 
News  Press,  1963.  A  convert  to  the  Church,  Dr.  Tschudy  has  filled  a 
number  of  positions.  Recently  he  was  high  priests'  group  leader,  Logan 
Twenty -second  Ward. 


tions  to  man's  social  ills.     Religion  is  the  social 
executor  of  the  golden  rule. 

Second,  religion  is  important  as  a  source  of  emo- 
tional security  and  psychological  health.  Profes- 
sional experience  has  convinced  most  mental  health 
authorities  that  religion  has  the  capability  of  meet- 
ing many  of  our  basic  emotional  needs.  Dr.  Carl 
Jung,  one  of  the  world's  leading  analytical  psychol- 
ogists, has  testified  to  the  dangerous  effects  of  losing 
one's  religious  faith: 

Among  all  my  patients  in  the  second  half  of  life, 
that  is  to  say  [those]  over  thirty-five,  there  has  not 
been  one  whose  problem  in  the  last  resort  was  not 
that  of  finding  a  religious  outlook  on  life.  It  is  safe 
to  say  that  every  one  of  them  fell  ill  because  he 
had  lost  that  which  the  living  religions  of  every 
age  have  given  to  their  followers,  and  none  of  them 
has  really  healed  who  did  not  regain  his  religious 
outlook. 

Most  religions  typically  achieve  these  social  pur- 
poses with  some  measure  of  success.  However,  an 
impressive  number  of  people  believe  it  is  possible  to 
lead  the  "good  life"  and  maintain  emotional  health 
without  subscribing  to  any  theology.  Some  of  our 
most  dedicated  humanists  claim  to  be  atheistic;  and 
numerous  psychiatrists  and  psychologists  are  at  least 
agnostic.  In  other  words,  not  only  religion  but  many 
personal  philosophies,  social  systems,  civic  groups, 
and  fraternities  promote  the  "good  life"  and  mental 
health. 

What  does  all  this  prove?  Simply  this:  Neither 
religion  nor  theology — when  defined  solely  in  terms 
of  social  goals — can  convincingly  justify  their  exis- 
tence on  the  claim  that  they  exclusively  possess  the 
capability  of  meeting  the  basic  social  needs  of  mod- 
ern life. 

Traditionally,  theology  has  been  a  rational  sys- 
tem, derived  from  intellectual  processes  or  divine 
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revelations  that  explains  and  attempts  to  understand 
man's  relationship  with  God.  Religion  is  the  living 
application  of  the  theological  system  from  which  that 
religion  is  drawn.  Modern  theology,  under  the  im- 
pact of  man's  infatuation  with  man,  has  virtually 
excluded  God  from  its  considerations  as  a  source  of 
knowledge  and  considers  Him  an  enigma.  In  turn, 
modern  religion — with  its  roots  deeply  imbedded  in 
the  pseudo-sophistication  of  modern  theology — can 
justify  its  existence  only  upon  the  grounds  of  social 
expediency;  i.e.,  upon  the  extent  to  which  it  serves 
a  practical  social  purpose. 

True  religion,  as  a  social  philosophy,  must  of 
necessity  work  toward  achievement  of  universal 
brotherhood;  and  it  will,  as  a  by-product  of  its  faith- 
ful application,  bring  psychological  health  to  the 
individual.  But  true  religion  must  also  fulfill  a 
purpose  infinitely  more  important  than  either  of 
these  social  goals.  It  must  not  only  reconcile  man 
with  man;  it  must  reconcile  man  with  God.  True 
religion  must  interpret  the. meaning  and  purpose  of 
life  in  terms  of  future  eternities;  not  merely  as  a 
plan  to  ensure  peace  among  men  and  within  the 
minds  of  men  for  this  life  alone. 

Many  philosophies,  fraternities,  and  "religions" 
possess  the  capability  of  satisfying  important  social 
and  emotional  human  needs.  However,  nothing  but 
the  faithful  application  of  the  true  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  will  ever  satisfy  man's  most  basic  need:  To 
maintain  direct  communication  with  his  Heavenly 
Father  during  mortality,  and  to  learn  the  rules  of 
conduct  that  will  return  him  to  his  Father's  presence 
in  eternity. 


Regardless  of  its  underlying  theology,  however, 
the  role  entrusted  to  religion  in  the  life  of  the 
individual  depends  in  large  part  upon  the  arrange- 
ment of  his  personal  needs.  If  one's  value  system 
is  limited  to  things  of  a  worldly  nature,  it  follows 
that  religion  will  play  an  equally  limited  role.  If 
one's  frame  of  reference  is  eternal  in  scope,  religion 
is  destined  to  assume  a  role  of  infinitely  greater 
significance.  As  an  individual's  needs  change,  the 
role  of  religion  in  his  life  changes.  When  these  needs 
are  largely  intellectual  and  unemotional,  a  logical 
system — as  opposed  to  a  theological  system — will 
suffice. 

For  the  humanist,  whose  concern  centers  about 
love  of  man  and  peace  of  mind,  religion  of  the  logical, 
"social  gospel"  variety  is  adequate.  However,  when 
one  casts  his  eyes  toward  heaven  and  becomes  con- 
cerned about  his  relationship  with  God,  true  re- 
ligion alone  can  adequately  fulfill  all  of  his  social 
psychological,  and  spiritual  needs.  Only  in  this 
latter  instance,  when  God  and  eternity  are  the  cen- 
tral themes,  can  religion  lay  claim  to  a  meaningful 
and  unique  role  among  the  logical  philosophies  and 
social  institutions  of  men. 

The  role  of  religion  in  modern  life  is  identical 
with  the  role  of  religion  in  all  previous  dispensations. 
Twentieth  century  man  is  harnessing  some  of  the 
energies  of  the  universe  and  is  unlocking  chemical 
secrets  of  living  cells.  Nevertheless,  social  logic  and 
scientific  ingenuity  alone  can  never  lead  him  back 
to  God,  his  Creator;  nor  can  they  lead  man  to 
godhood,  his  destiny.  That  is  the  role  of  true  re- 
ligion— of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Library   File  Reference:   Religion. 
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LATTER-DAY 
PROPHETS  RECEIVE 
REVELATION  TODAY 

by  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Jr. 


TO  THE  TEACHER:  The  following  article  is  suggested 
for  a  uniform  lesson  to  be  used  in  the  Senior  Sunday  School 
on  Stake  Conference  Sunday  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1964.  It  is  assumed  that  the  Junior  Sunday  School  classes 
will  use  the  regular  lesson  for  that  Sunday.  The  ward 
superintendent  should  have  determined  in  advance  the  Sun- 
day School  classes  that  will  be  held  on  Stake  Conference 
Sunday  so  that  teachers  will  be  able  to  plan  in  advance  for 
particular  age  groups.  It  is  not  intended  that  every  teacher 
will  follow  this  article  in  detail.  The  material  should  be 
adapted  to  the  situation  by  the  teacher. 


Lesson  Objective:  The  Lord  has  prophets  among 
us  today,  and  they  are  receiving  direct  guidance 
from  Him. 

Verily  I  say  unto  you,  the  keys  of  this  kingdom 
shall  never  be  taken  from  you,  while  thou  art  in 
the  world,  neither  in  the  world  to  come; 

Nevertheless,  through  you  shall  the  oracles  be 
given  to  another,  yea,  even  unto  the  Church.  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  90:3-4.) 

"In  all  gospel  dispensations,  the  Lord  has  raised 
up  great  prophets  to  direct  His  work  upon  the  earth. 
Nine  men  have  thus  been  chosen  in  the  'latter-days.' 
Each  has  been  especially  qualified  and  trained  to 
accomplish  the  task  required.  All  have  devoted, 
without  qualification,  their  lives  to  the  service  of 
God  and  His  people,  and  God  has  walked  with  them 
all  their  days.  These  are  the  'prophets,  seers,  and 
revelators'  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints.   .  .  ."x 

As  prophets,  seers,  and  revelators,  all  of  the  presi- 
dents have  received  visions,  revelations,  and  guid- 
ance from  our  Heavenly  Father.  Some  examples  or 
evidence  follow: 

1.  President  Joseph  Smith 

The  revelations  contained  in  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  Book  of  Mormon,  and  Pearl  of  Great 
Price  are  evidence  of  Joseph  Smith's  authority  as  a 
prophet  of  God.  Hidden  truths  have  been  restored 
through  the  ministry  of  this  great  prophet. 

2.  President  Brigham  Young 

Section  136  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  is 


"The  Word  and  Will  of  the  Lord,  given  through 
President  Brigham  Young.  ..." 

"  'Well,  Brother  Brigham,  have  you  had  visions?' 
Yes,  I  have.  'Have  you  had  revelations?'  Yes,  I  have 
them  all  the  time,  I  live  constantly  by  the  principles 
of  revelation."2 

"President  Brigham  Young  addressed  the  con- 
gregation. He  spoke  with  great  power  and  the 
people  were  convinced  that  the  authority  and  power 
of  presidency  was  with  the  apostles.  When  he  first 
arose  to  speak  the  people  were  greatly  astonished, 
for  President  Young  stood  transfigured  before  them, 
and  they  beheld  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and  heard 
his  voice  as  naturally  as  ever  they  did  when  he  was 
living.  It  was  a  manifestation  to  the  Saints  that 
they  might  recognize  correct  authority."3 

3.  President  John  Taylor 

"A  revelation  given  through  President  John  Tay- 
lor, at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Territory,  on  Saturday, 
April  14,  1883,  in  answer  to  the  question:  'Show 
unto  us  thy  will,  0  Lord,  concerning  the  organization 
of  the  seventies.' 

"  'What  ye  have  written  is  my  will,  and  is  ac- 
ceptable unto  me:  and  furthermore, 

"  'Thus  saith  the  Lord  unto  the  First  Presidency, 
unto  the  Twelve,  unto  the  Seventies,  and  unto  all  my 
holy  priesthood,  let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled, 
neither  be  ye  concerned  about  the  management  and 
organization  of  my  church  and  priesthood  and  the 
accomplishment  of  my  work.  Fear  me  and  observe 
my  laws  and  I  will  reveal  unto  you,  from  time  to 
time,  through  the  channels  that  I  have  appointed, 
everything  that  shall  be  necessary  for  the  future  de- 
velopment and  perfection  of  my  church,  for  the 
adjustment  and  rolling  forth  of  my  kingdom,  and 
for  the  building  up  and  the  establishment  of  my 
Zion.  For  ye  are  my  priesthood,  and  I  am  your  God. 
Even  so.  Amen.'  "4 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  February  16,  "Great  Gifts  of  the  Gospel"; 
for  Course  7,  lessons  of  October  13  through   December  15,  Presidents 
of  the  Church;  for  Course  19,  lesson  of  October  13,  "Revelation.") 
*The  Improvement  Era,  November,   1958,  page  825. 


^Discourses  of  Brigham  Young,  selected  and  arranged  by  John  A. 
Widtsoe;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;   page  60. 

sEssentials  in  Church  History,  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  sixth  edi- 
tion;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;   page  388. 

^Roberts,  B.  H.,  Seventys'  Course  in  Theology,  second  edition; 
Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;   page  16. 


382 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


SUGGESTED   LESSON    FOR   STAKE   CONFERENCE   SUNDAY,    FIRST   QUARTER,    1964 


4.  President  Wilford  Woodruff 

"I  have  had  the  administration  of  angels  in  my 
day  and  time,  though  I  never  prayed  for  an  angel. 
I  have  had,  in  several  instances,  the  administration 
of  holy  messengers."5 

"  'On  January  28,  [1880]  I  was  again  given  a 
vision.  It  concerned  the  destiny  of  our  nation  and  of 
Zion.  My  pillow  was  again  wet  by  a  fountain  of 
tears  as  I  beheld  the  judgments  of  God  upon  the 
wicked.  I  was  strongly  impressed  that  the  apostles 
and  elders  should  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth.'  "6 

5.  President  Lorenzo  Snow 

"In  the  integrity  of  my  heart,  with  honesty  of 
purpose  to  know  the  truth,  I  received  the  message — 
I  obeyed  this  form  of  doctrine,  and  I  received,  in  the 
most  tangible  and  satisfactory  manner,  a  divine 
manifestation —  .  .  ."7 

"...  The  Apostle  [Lorenzo  Snow]  received  a  per- 
sonal visitation  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  from 
whom  he  received  instructions  relative  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  First  Presidency  when  the  mantle 
should  fall  upon  him  to  lead  the  Church." 

"  'Brother  Snow  told  us  that  he  was  instructed 
of  the  Lord  in  the  temple  the  night  after  President 
Woodruff  died  to  organize  the  Presidency  of  the 
Church  at  once.'  "s 

6.  President  Joseph  F.  Smith 

"He  lived  in  close  communion  with  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  and  his  life  was  so  exemplary  and  chaste 
that  the  Lord  could  easily  manifest  himself  in  his 
servant.  Truly  he  could  say,  'Speak,  Lord,  for  thy 
servant  heareth.'  Not  every  servant  can  hear  when 
He  speaks.  But  the  heart  of  President  Smith  was 
attuned  to  the  celestial  melodies — he  could  hear,  and 
did  hear."9 

President  Smith  had  a  marvelous  vision  of  the 
redemption  of  the  dead. 

"This  Vision  of  the  Redemption  of  the  Dead  was 
submitted,  October  31,  1918,  to  the  Counselors  in 
the  First  Presidency,  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  and 
the  Patriarch,  and  by  them  unanimously  accepted."10 

7.  President  Heber  J.  Grant 

The  Welfare  Plan  of  the  Church  had  its  inception 
during  the  administration  of  President  Grant  (1936). 
The  economic  depression  of  the  early  thirties  made 
it  a  necessity. 

^Discourses  of  Wilford  Woodruff,  selected  and  arranged  by  G. 
Homer  Durham;  Bookcraft,   Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1946;   page  286. 

6Cowley,  Matthias  F.,  Wilford  Woodruff,  1909  Edition;  The  Deseret 
News,   Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;   page  531. 

'Eliza  R.  Snow,  Biography  and  Family  Record  of  Lorenzo  Snow; 
1884;  Deseret  News  Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  page  243. 

8Romney,  Thomas  C,  The  Life  of  Lorenzo  Snow;  Deseret  News 
Press,   Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,   1955;   page  445. 

"Smith,  Joseph  F.,  Gospel  Doctrine,  12th  edition;  Deseret  Book 
Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  1961;  page  524. 

10Smith,  Joseph  F.,Gospel  Doctrine;  pages  472-476. 


"Under  these  dire  circumstances,  in  which  many 
Church  members  were  caught,  the  First  Presidency 
sought  inspiration  of  the  Lord.  They  received  it. 
Placing  the  revelations  of  the  Lord  together  into  a 
clear  pattern,  they  announced  to  the  Church  and  the 
world  the  plan  that  has  astonished  many  people  and 
nations."11 

8.  President  George  Albert  Smith 

At  the  age  of  thirteen,  George  Albert  Smith  re- 
ceived a  marvelous  patriarchal  blessing  given  by  the 
Lord's  servant,  Zebedee  Coltrin.  Fulfilment  of  this 
blessing  was  realized  throughout  his  life  and  culmin- 
ated by  his  service  as  president  of  The  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 

".  .  .  Choice  blessings  of  the  heaven  shall  rest 
down  upon  you  and  thou  shalt  be  filled  with  the 
wisdom  of  the  heavens  and  the  light  of  the  Lord 
shall  dwell  within  you,  and  every  organ  of  your 
mind  shall  be  filled  with  the  inspiration  of  the  Lord, 
for  thou  wast  called  and  chosen  of  the  Lord  from 
before  the  foundation  of  the  earth  was  laid  to  come 
forth  in  this  dispensation  to  assist  in  building  up  the 
Zion  of  God  upon  earth, .  .  .  And  thou  shalt  become  a 
mighty  prophet  in  the  midst  of  the  sons  of  Zion.  And 
the  angels  of  the  Lord  shall  administer  unto  you, . .  . 
And  thou  shalt  be  wrapt  in  the  visions  of  the  heavens 
and  thou  shalt  be  clothed  with  salvation  as  with  a 
garment,  for  thou  art  destined  to  become  a  mighty 
man  before  the  Lord,  for  thou  shalt  become  a  mighty 
apostle  in  the  Church  and  kingdom  of  God  upon  the 
earth,  for  none  of  thy  father's  family  shall  have  more 
power  with  God  than  thou  shalt  have,  for  none  shall 
excel  thee,  for  thy  reward  shall  be  great  in  the 
heavens.  .  .  ,"13 

President  Smith's  grandfather  served  in  the  First 
Presidency  of  the  Church  as  a  first  counselor,  and 
his  father  at  a  later  date  as  second  counselor,  yet 
George  Albert  Smith  was  promised  as  a  youth  that 
he  would  excel  his  father  and  his  grandfather  in 
authority  in  the  Church  and  kingdom  of  God.  This 
he  did  in  the  due  time  of  the  Lord,  when  he  Served 
as  the  president  of  the  Church — the  Lord's  prophet, 
seer,  and  revelator.  His  life  was  preserved  on  fre- 
quent occasions  by  the  miraculous  power  of  God,  for 
he  was  destined  to  be  the  Lord's  anointed,  and 
through  him  and  his  inspiration  the  Church  was 
guided  for  several  years. 

9.  President  David  0.  McKay 

"Even  at  that  time  [when  he  was  president  of 
the  European  Mission]  father  had  the  vision  of  a 

(Concluded  on  page  385.) 


"Welker,  Roy  A.,  The  Divine  Church  Restored,  1956  Edition; 
Deseret  News  Press,  Salt  Lake   City,   Utah;   pages  125-126. 

^Quoted  by  permission  of  Edith  S.  Elliott,  daughter  of  President 
George    Albert    Smith. 
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GOSPEL  STUDY 
An  Aid  to  Parents 

by  Paul  Vorkink* 

In  this  present  day  of  conflicting  schemes  and 
plans  of  life,  it  is  often  difficult,  even  useless,  to  pro- 
pose dictums  for  living  that  will  be  universally  ac- 
cepted. People  are  so  confused  in  this  contempory 
society  by  philosophical  doubletalk  that  they  often 
reach  out  in  vain  for  an  iron  rod  on  which  to  build 
a  philosophical  foundation  for  living.  And  alas,  even 
when  they  recognize  the  truth  in  their  beliefs,  they 
sometimes  are  reluctant  to  commit  themselves  to 
living  them.  However,  it  is  almost  inconceivable  for 
anyone  to  reject  the  implications  of  this  exultant 
reminder  from  Father  Lehi: 

Men  are,  that  they  might  have  joy.  (2  Nephi 
2:25.) 

Certainly  the  denning  of  joy  presents  a  perplex- 
ing dilemma  for  many;  but  to  devout  Latter-day 
Saints  the  full  potential  of  "joy"  is  not  a  vague 
mystery,  not  at  all.  Rather,  any  achievement  which 
one  makes  in  this  life  and  which  will  assist  him  to 
progress  along  the  path  of  eternal  growth  will  bring 
him  joy  unmeasured.  Everyone  should  focus  his 
attention  upon  one  of  the  surest,  most  universal,  per- 
haps most  rewarding  joy  of  all — celestial  parenthood. 

Responsibilities  of  Parenthood 

From  merely  a  worldly  evaluation,  the  achieve- 
ment of  parenthood  represents  an  equaled  joy:  It  is 
the  precious  culmination  of  worldly  love  in  the 
union  of  a  devoted  couple  to  create  life.  As  such, 
parenthood  certainly  is  one  of  the  anticipated  and 
most  appreciated  of  earthly  pleasures. 

Many  Latter-day  Saints  agree  with  this  under- 
standing of  parenthood;  but  they  do  not  limit  their 
understanding  to  this  superficial  appreciation.  They 
recognize  in  parenthood  a  touch  with  the  eternal. 

Bearing  and  rearing  of  children  is  a  serious  obli- 
gation in  all  philosophies;  but  Latter-day  Saints  view 
this  opportunity  as  more  than  just  a  pleasure.    It  is 


(For  Course  24,  lessons  of  December  1  and  8,  "Discipline  as  Re- 
sponsible Behavior";  and  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  December  8,  "Joy 
Comes  through  Obedience,"   and  for  general   reading.) 

*  Brother  Vorkink  presently  teaches  the  Gospel  Doctrine  class  in 
his  ward  Sunday  School.  He  is  also  teaching  members  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  over  21.  He  has  been  both  a  ward  and  a  stake  Sunday 
School  superintendent.  While  in  Norway  he  served  in  the  branch 
presidency.  He  holds  a  B.S.  degree  from  San  Diego  State  College 
and  an  M.Ed,  degree  from  the  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles. 
He  is  currently  completing  his  dissertation  for  a  D.Ed,  degree  at 
UCLA.  Bro.  Vorkink  has  taught  in  secondary  schools  in  southern 
California  and  in  Norway  on  a  Fulbright  Exchange  Teacher  program. 
He  is  presently  on  the  staff  of  the  College  of  Southern  Utah  in  Cedar 
City.  He  and  his  wife,  Beryl,  have  five  children.  Their  oldest  son, 
Stuart,  is  filling  a  mission  in  Norway  and  has  recently  been  appointed 
second   counselor  to  the   mission  president. 


also  the  responsibility  of  being  entrusted  with  rear- 
ing and  guiding  immature  beings.  Parents  have  a 
sacred  obligation  to  inculcate  into  the  lives  of  their 
children  a  nobility  of  soul  that  will  lead  them  to 
love  the  beautiful,  the  genuine,  and  the  virtuous. 
Implanting  in  their  children  worthy  human  habits 
and  desires  becomes  a  parental  obligation;  and  per- 
haps most  sacred  of  all  to  Latter-day  Saint  parents 
is  the  responsibility  of  helping  their  children  develop 
a  testimony  of  the  Gospel.  Children  are  taught  to 
dedicate  their  lives  to  the  glorification  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  work. 

In  the  Latter-day  Saint  understanding  of  salva- 
tion, the  family  is  the  key  unit.  The  celestial  mar- 
riage of  a  man  and  a  woman  is  a  step  towards  eternal 
happiness.  Those  families  that  are  faithful  and 
obedient  will  continue  as  family  units  into  the  high- 
est degree  of  glory  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom,  where 
they  will  have  eternal  increase.  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  parenthood  is  so  vital  in  the  Gospel  plan? 

Group  Study— an  Aid  to  Family  Strength 

In  approaching  parenthood,  how  can  Latter-day 
Saints  prepare  themselves  so  that  they  will  make 
the  most  of  their  opportunities? 

Certainly  the  first  step  a  couple  must  take  will 
be  to  secure  for  themselves  a  foundation  of  Gospel 
strength,  so  that  they  will  possess  a  firm  under- 
standing of  goals  and  directions  for  guiding  their 
children-to-come.  The  achievement  of  parenthood, 
in  instances  which  are  little  more  than  the  satisfy- 
ing of  physical  appetites,  holds  little  promise  of 
achievement  for  parents;  and  it  forbears  the  tragic 
threat  of  failure  for  children.  The  marriage  union 
should  be  a  starting  point  for  joint  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  both  parents  in  the  Gospel.  It  is  ideal- 
ly started  from  an  eternal  union — a  temple  marriage. 

Opportunities  for  studying  the  Gospel  plan  are 
abundantly  available.  Latter-day  Saint  literature  is 
blessed  with  a  contributing  richness  in  this  area 
which  is  almost  beyond  compare.  LDS  Church  pub- 
lications, conference  reports,  and  lesson  manuals 
present  strong,  reliable  information  which  can  help 
guide  all  parents. 

However,  consider  the  family  in  a  dual  sense. 
Parents  have  individual  responsibilities  and  personal 
obligations  to  grow  and  achieve.  The  Lord  declared 
firmly  and  positively: 

For  behold,  this  is  my  work  and  my  glory — to 
bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man. 
(Moses  1:39.) 

Striving  for  eternal  life  or  exaltation,  then,  is  an 
individual  as  well  as  a  universal  family  goal.  For 
neophyte  parents,  there  is  probably  no  richer  nor 


384 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


finer  resource  center  for  personal  growth  than  in 
the  organized  classes  of  the  Sunday  Schools.  Most 
Parent  and  Youth  classes  or  Family  Living  classes 
are  composed  of  a  unified  group  of  brothers  and 
sisters  who  are  all  facing  the  responsibilities  of  par- 
enthood. Some  class  members  will  have  had  rich 
family  experiences,  and  others  will  be  yet  antici- 
pating these  sacred  opportunities.  If  these  groups 
will  take  advantage  of  the  excellent  manuals  which 
have  been  prepared  for  their  guidance  and  will  then 
share  experiences,  advice,  and  information  with  their 
brothers  and  sisters,  a  richness  of  preparation  for 
parenthood  will  result.  This  will  be  one  of  life's 
greatest  prizes. 

Certainly,  there  are  professionally  prepared 
classes  available  in  many  communities,  and  from  an 
LDS  standpoint  these  are  invaluable.  In  learning 
about  the  mechanics  and  techniques  of  child  rearing, 
there  is  a  wealth  of  material  available  in  these  com- 
munity or  school  classes,  in  libraries,  and  in  exten- 
sion services  of  universities.  All  of  the  sources  have 
information  which  can  be  of  great  help  to  inexperi- 
enced parents.  Psychological  findings  are  popularly 
available,  and  observations  in  the  science  of  human 
behavior  are  so  well  reported  that  anyone  who  will 
study  them  can  benefit. 

Much  of  the  information  which  is  featured  in 


these  community  presentations  has  been  incorpor- 
ated into  lesson  manuals  upon  which  the  Sunday 
School  now  depends  for  leading  the  study  in  weekly 
classes.  Any  reliable  information  can  beneficially 
be  shared  in  these  parenthood  preparation  studies 
and  evaluated  on  the  basis  of  Gospel  strength.  A 
potential  parent  cannot  help  but  be  more  capable 
of  fulfilling  his  responsibilities  in  his  eternal  family 
chain  if  he  would  but  make  the  most  of  these  study 
opportunities. 

With  conscientious  study,  work,  and  prepara- 
tion, it  is  entirely  possible  for  each  LDS  home  to 
actually  accomplish  that  end  of  which  President 
McKay  wrote: 

I  know  of  no  other  place  where  happiness  abides 
more  surely  than  in  the  home.  It  is  possible  to  make 
home  a  bit  of  heaven.  Indeed,  I  picture  heaven  as  a 
continuation  of  the  ideal  home.  Some  man  has  said: 
"Home  filled  with  contentment  is  one  of  the  highest 
hopes  of  this  life."1 

"Adam  fell  that  men  might  be;  and  men  are, 
that  they  might  have  joy."  Parenthood  certainly  is 
an  overwhelming  joy;  but  all  should  follow  that  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  motto:   "Be  Prepared!" 


1McKay,  David  O.,  Treasures  of  Life,  compiled  by  Clare  Middle- 
miss,  1962  edition;  Deseret  Book  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  page  67. 
Library  File  Reference:   Family  Life. 


LATTER-DAY   PROPHETS   RECEIVE   REVELATION   TODAY    (Concluded  from  page  383.) 


temple  being  erected  for  the  European  members  of 
the  Church.  I  recall  asking  him  if  missionaries  should 
persist  in  encouraging  members  to  leave  their  homes 
and  move  to  Zion.  'No/  he  answered,  'it  is  important 
that  the  branches  be  built  up,  and  members  should 
remain  and  work  toward  that  end.  Someday  we  shall 
have  temples  built  for  them  which  will  be  accessible 
to  all,  so  that  the  desired  temple  work  can  be  done 
without  uprooting  families  from  their  homelands.'  "13 

Our  present  missionary  program  and  construction 
of  latter-day  temples  is  evidence  of  President  Mc- 
Kay's inspiration  from  God. 

"I  then  fell  asleep,  and  beheld  in  vision  some- 
thing infinitely  sublime.  In  the  distance  I  beheld  a 
beautiful,  white  city.  Though  far  away,  yet  I  seemed 
to  realize  that  trees  with  luscious  fruit,  shrubbery 
with  gorgeously-tinted  leaves,  and  flowers  in  perfect 
bloom  abounded  everywhere.  The  clear  sky  above 
seemed  to  reflect  these  beautiful  shades  of  color.    I 


then  saw  a  great  concourse  of  people  approaching 
the  city.  Each  one  wore  a  white  flowing  robe,  and  a 
white  headdress.  Instantly  my  attention  seemed 
centered  upon  the  Leader,  and  though  I  could  see 
only  the  profile  of  his  features  and  his  body,  I  recog- 
nized him  at  once  as  my  Saviour!  The  tint  and  radi- 
ance of  his  countenance  were  glorious  to  behold! 
There  was  a  peace  about  him  which  seemed  sublime 
— it  was  divine! 

"The  city,  I  understood,  was  his.  It  was  the 
City  Eternal;  and  the  people  following  him  were  to 
abide  there  in  peace  and  eternal  happiness. 

"But  who  were  they? 

"As  if  the  Saviour  read  my  thoughts,  he  answered 
by  pointing  to  a  semicircle  that  then  appeared  above 
them,  and  on  which  were  written  in  gold  the  words: 

"  'These  Are  They  Who  Have  Overcome  The 
World— Who  Have  Truly  Been  Born  Again!'  "14 


™Home  Memories  of  President  David  O.  McKay,  compiled  and 
written  by  Llewelyn  R.  McKay;  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  1956;  page  33. 


^Cherished  Experiences,   compiled  by  Clare  Middlemiss;   Deseret 
Book  Company,   Salt  Lake   City,  Utah,    1955;   page   102. 
Library    File   Reference:     Revelation. 
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Paying  the  Tenth 
in  Pioneer  Days 


* 


BY    LEONARD    J.    ARRINGTON 

The  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth 
requires,  as  it  has  always  required,  the  labor  and  means 
of  a  devoted  people.  The  building  of  temples  and  meeting- 
houses, the  printing  of  scriptures  and  missionary  tracts, 
the  maintenance  of  seminaries  and  universities,  the  care 
of  the  destitute — all  of  these  require  financial  means. 


TODAY,  as  in  ancient  times,  the  Lord  has  estab- 
lished, as  the  basic  source  of  Church  revenue, 
the  Law  of  Tithing.  Converts  are  asked  to  con- 
tribute to  the  Church  ten  per  cent  of  their  property 
initially,  and  ten  per  cent  of  their  increase  or  income 
thereafter.  In  the  early  history  of  the  Church,  those 
having  no  property  were  expected  to  labor  one  day 
in  ten  for  the  Church.1  The  procedure  for  the  pay- 
ment of  tithing  in  the  early  Church  was  described 
by  Elder  Parley  P.  Pratt: 

.  .  .  To  fulfill  the  law  of  tithing,  a  man  should 
make  out  and  lay  before  the  bishop  a  schedule  of  all 
his  property,  and  pay  him  the  one-tenth  of  it;  when 
he  has  tithed  his  principal  once,  he  has  no  occasion 
to  tithe  lit]  again,  but  the  next  year  he  must  pay 
the  one-tenth  of  his  increase,  and  the  tenth  of  his 
time,  of  his  cattle,  money,  goods,  and  trade;  and 
whatever  use  we  put  it  to,  it  is  still  our  own,  for  the 
Lord  does  not  carry  it  away  with  Him  to  heaven.s 

President  Brigham  Young  declared  in  1850  that 
the  early  Pioneers  were  meeting  the  law  of  tithing 
by  paying  one-tenth  of  their  capital,  then  one-tenth 
of  their  own  labor,  and  one-tenth  of  their  capital 
increase,  and  their  farm  and  industrial  production. 

(For  Course  13,  lessons  of  December  8  and  15,  "Paying  the  Bills"; 
for  Course  29,  lesson  of  November  10,  "The  Law  of  Tithing";  and  of 
special  interest  to  students  of  early  Church  history.) 

!This  article  is  based  upon  a  more  complete  treatment  found  in 
Arrington,  Leonard  J.,  Great  Basin  Kingdom:  An  Economic  History  of 
the  Latter-day  Saints,  1830-1900;  1958  edition;  Harvard  University 
Press,  Cambridge,  Mass.;  chapter  5.  Used  with  permission  from  the 
publisher. 

2Sermon  of  October  7,  1849,  The  Latter-day  Saints'  Millennial  Star 
(May  1,  1850),  page  134. 

*The  study  of  "Mormon"  economics  has  great  appeal  to  Dr.  Arring- 
ton. He  is  presently  professor  of  economics  at  Utah  State  University, 
in  which  position  he  has  served  since  1946.  He  has  studied  economics 
on  the  graduate  level  and  obtained  a  Ph.D.  degree  from  the  University 
of  North  Carolina;  he  has  worked  as  an  economic  analyst  for  the 
Office  of  Price  Administration  (United  States  Government) ;  he  has 
been  a  Fulbright  professor  of  American  economics  to  the  University 
of  Genoa  in  Italy  and  a  fellow  of  the  Henry  E.  Huntington  Library; 
and  he  is  author  of  several  publications  on  Utah  and  Mormon  economic 
history.  Brother  Arrington  has  been  a  counselor  in  the  presidency  of 
the  Utah  State  University  Stake  since  1961.  He  has  previously  served 
on  the  high  council  of  that  stake,  as  president  of  the  368th  quorum 
of  Seventies  of  East  Cache  Stake,  YMMIA  superintendent  of  Logan 
Tenth  Ward,  and  branch  president  of  Raleigh  (N.C)  Branch.  He  and 
his  wife,  Grace  Fort  Arrington,  have  three  children. 


If  the  Lord  requires  one-tenth 
of  my  ability  to  be  devoted  to  build- 
ing   temples,    meetinghouses,    school- 
houses,  to  schooling  our  children,  gather- 
ing the  poor  from  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
bringing  home  the  aged,  lame,  halt,  and  blind, 
and  building  houses  for  them  to  live  in,  that  they 
may  be  comfortable  when  they  reach  Zion,  and  to 
sustaining  the  Priesthood,  it  is  not  my  prerogative 
to  question  the  authority  of  the  Almighty  in  this, 
nor  of  his  servants  who  have  charge  of  it.   If  I  am 
required  to  pay  Tithing,  it  is  my  duty  to  pay  it.* 

In  the  early  history  of  the  Church,  receipts  were 
issued  for  four  kinds  of  member  donations:  property 
tithing,  labor  tithing,  livestock  tithing,  and  produce 
tithing.  Property  tithing  consisted  of  the  contribu- 
tions of  each  person  at  the  time  he  began  to  pay 
tithing.  This  tithing  was  usually  paid  in  the  form 
of  cash  or  livestock.  Labor  tithing,  of  course,  re- 
ferred to  the  donation  of  every  tenth  day  toward 
various  Church  projects  such  as  the  construction  of 
meetinghouses,  fences,  irrigation  canals,  roads,  and 
so  forth.  The  bishop  was  in  charge  of  these  projects 
when  they  were  local  in  character. 

When  they  assumed  regional  or  Church-wide  im- 
portance, the  trustee-in- trust,  or  the  Church  super- 
intendent of  public  works,  assumed  direction.  In 
this  manner,  the  early  temples  and  tabernacles  and 
other  important  public  works  were  erected.  The 
men  laboring  in  this  fashion  were  usually  expected 
to  furnish  their  own  board  and  to  feed  their  own 
teams.  Artisans  were  asked  to  pay  their  tithing  in 
their  own  merchandise  which,  in  turn,  was  used  to 
support  those  laboring  on  the  public  works.  Many 
men  of  affairs  paid  their  labor  tithing  by  employing 
men  to  labor  on  the  public  works  in  their  stead. 


"Sermon  of  June  27,  1873,  Journal  of  Discourses,  Vol.  16;  page  111. 
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Produce    and    stock 
tithing  was  a  tenth  of  the 
yield    of    household,    farm, 
factory,   or  mine.    Usually, 
the  Church  requested  that 
members  follow  the  cus- 
tom of  paying  the  tenth 
as  it  was  produced,  in 
the  form  in  which  it 
was  produced.    Bishops 
were  urged  to  keep  close 
watch  on  the  yields  of  their 
ward  members  to  be  certain 
that  the  Church  received  its  due  share. 

And  we  recommend  to  the  bishops  throughout 
these  valleys  to  keep  their  ears  open;  and,  when  they 
hear  their  neighbor's  pigs  squeal,  just  step  over  and 
see  how  many  have  died,  and  what  they  weigh;  and 
what  proportion  arrives  at  the  tithing  office;  for  many 
tons  of  pork  went  out  of  sight  last  year,  and  the  bish- 
ops made  no  record  of  it,  and  many  more  will  this 
year,  if  the  bishops  do  not  attend  to  their  duty,  and 
the  Lord  will  require  the  cost  at  the  bishop's  hands.4 

Of  course,  this  was  not  strictly  enforced,  and  con- 
siderable leeway  was  allowed  individuals  in  the  form 
in  which  they  paid  their  tenth. 

Livestock  tithing  was  often  driven  to  California 
and  converted  into  gold  to  be  used  in  buying  ma- 
terials for  the  public  works.  Produce  tithing,  such 
as  butter,  cheese,  eggs,  and  potatoes,  was  usually 
used  directly  in  feeding  laborers  on  the  public  works. 
An  announcement  was  made  in  the  Deseret  News 
(on  July  24,  1852)  for  example,  that  a  total  of  5,046 
pounds  of  butter,  2,254  pounds  of  cheese,  and  1,151 
dozen  eggs  had  been  received  during  the  preceding 
fifteen  weeks  at  the  General  Tithing  Office  in"  Salt 
Lake  City;  and  all  of  this  had  been  given  to  the 
families  of  320  laborers.  Very  often  one  finds  an 
announcement  that  the  Saints  should  bring  in  their 
tithing  so  that  the  hands  laboring  on  the  public  works 
may  not  go  hungry  to  work. 

The  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  tithes  re- 
quired the  establishment,  in  each  community,  of  a 
tithing  house  or  bishops'  storehouse  on  which  prop- 


4Editorial  in  the  Deseret  News,  January  10,  1852. 
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erty  would  be  erected  granaries,  barns,  corrals,  lum- 
ber yards,  and  other  facilities  for  handling  and  stor- 
ing tithing.  These  lots  were  usually  walled-in  to 
prevent  pilferage.  Under  the  management  of  the 
bishop  these  institutions  were  prepared  to  receive, 
handle,  and  disburse  tithes  of  every  type. 

Tithing  houses  also  served  broadly  as  community 
warehouses,  weighing  stations,  relief  centers,  employ- 
ment agencies,  and  telegraph  offices.  Until  the  estab- 
lishment of  modern  stores,  they  were  also  community 
general  stores  and  credit  agencies.  The  tithing  offices 
received  individual  contributions  of  all  types,  kept 
careful  record  of  all  individual  contributions  and 
withdrawals,  and  disbursed  tithing  revenues  to  the 
poor,  to  Indians,  to  laborers  on  local  public  works, 
and  to  the  General  Tithing  Office  for  general  distri- 
bution. Tithing  offices  also  received  payments  "in 
kind"  for  such  services  as  subscriptions  to  the  Deseret 
News  and  other  Church  publications,  and  were  fre- 
quently collection  centers  for  territorial  and  county 
taxes,  which  were  usually  paid  "in  kind." 

The  following  report  of  the  Church  auditor  for 
the  year  1868  illustrates  the  types  of  tithing  turned 
in  to  the  General  Tithing  Office  in  Salt  Lake  City.5 

Tithing  Receipts  of  the  General  Tithing  Office 
Salt  Lake  City,  1868 

Cash $25,114.12 

Due  Bills  and  Orders  on  Retail  Stores  ....  21,000.00 
Merchandise  and  Home  Manufactures  — .  11,690.26 

Labor  2,758.40 

Wheat  (10,092  bushels  at  $2.00)  20,183.80 

Flour  (15,562  pounds  at  $6.00  cwt.) 933.74 

Oats  (759  bushels  at  $1.00) 758.88 

Barley  (543  bushels  at  $1.50)  814.40 

Rye 80.84 

Corn  (1,544  bushels  at  $1.50)   2,316.71 

Hay  (83  tons  at  $15.00)  1,242.01 

Fodder 175.00 

Livestock 19,892.93 

Increase  in  Value  of  Livestock  (est.) 5,000.00 

Meat    5,859.37 

Dairy  Products  6,953.34 

Molasses  (3,072  gallons  at  $2.00) 6,143.78 

Potatoes  and  Other  Vegetables 7,334.61 

Fruit    4,022.87 

Wood 319.60 

Coal  53.20 

Building  Material 455.01 

Store  Utensils  269.90 

Total  tithing  receipts  of  all  kinds $143,372.77 

This  table  furnishes  vivid  evidence  of  the  financial 
problem  facing  the  builders  of  the  kingdom.     It  is 

(Concluded  on  page  390.) 

sClayton,  William,  Letter-press  Copybook  (1869-1885),  page  161,  MS., 
Utah  State  Historical  Society,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  This  was  a 
notarized  statement  signed  by  William  Clayton,  auditor  of  Public 
Accounts  for  Utah  Territory,  and  also  Church  auditor.  The  amounts 
in  parenthesis  are  given  to  the  nearest  unit. 
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Tlie  Spirit 
of  Worship* 


by  Elder  Richard  L.  Evans 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 


The  purpose  of  a  good  worship  service  in  Junior 
Sunday  School  is  to  direct  the  minds  of  children 
away  from  lesser  things,  and  to  focus  their  thinking 
and  attention  on  our  Father  in  Heaven.  It  is  the 
place  to  practice  reverential  behavior,  to  worship 
through  song,  prayer,  and  inspirational  presenta- 
tions. It  is  the  place  to  live  the  principles  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ. 

During  the  quiet  music  of  the  devotional  prelude 
all  officers  and  teachers  should  be  in  their  places  and 
remain  in  a  reverential  attitude.  Their  example  will 
be  effective  in  preparing  all  the  people  for  the  open- 
ing service  of  the  Sunday  School.  The  superintend- 
ency,  who  have  been  greeting  the  early  arrivals, 
should  be  seated  in  their  places  before  the  congre- 
gation by  the  time  the  devotional  music  begins.** 

ONE  phrase  I  should  like  to  emphasize  in  the 
above  paragraphs  is:  "To  focus  their  thinking 
and  attention  on  our  Father  in  heaven." 

Tomorrow,  I  shall  face  a  group  of  some  two  hun- 
dred or  more  missionaries  in  the  mission  home,  which 
is  my  privilege  and  responsibility  early  Monday 
mornings  when  there  are  groups  of  missionaries  go- 
ing through  the  home.  I  plead  with  them  to  "gather 
themselves  in"  with  all  their  hearts  and  their 
thoughts,  knowing  so  well,  as  you  teachers  know  so 
well,  and  as  you  as  students  know  so  well,  that  it  is 
so  easy  to  be  physically  present  and  mentally  and 
spiritually  absent.  We  have  all  received  credit  for 
being  places  when  we  really  were  not.  We  have  sat 
in  seats  and  received  checks  on  roll  books  when  our 
minds  were  far  afield.  I  believe  to  get  youngsters 
really  to  "gather  themselves  in"  with  their  thoughts 
and  their  spirits,  by  such  procedures  as  are  sug- 
gested here,  and  will  be  suggested  in  this  meeting, 
would  be  one  of  the  greatest  contributions  to  the 
spirit  of  worship  in  the  Junior  Sunday  School  serv- 
ice— to  focus  their  thinking  and  attention  on  our 
Father  in  heaven,  with  reverential  behavior. 

I  am  not  much  of  a  theorist.  I  believe  in  results. 
I  was  not  trained  as  a  teacher  professionally,  but  I 
have  profound  respect  for  those  who  were  and  can 


(For  Course  27,   lesson  of  October  27,   "Towards   Spiritual  Matur- 
ity";  for  Course   11,   lesson   of  December  1,    "Social  Program  of  the 
Church  and  especially  for  Junior  Sunday  School  officers  and  teachers.) 
*Address   delivered  at   semi-annual   Junior   Sunday   School   Con- 
ference, April  17,  1963. 

**Policies  and  Procedures  for  Junior  Sunday  School  Worship  Service, 
published  by  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  Board,  1962;  pages  11  and  13. 


make  their  theories  work.  But  I  think  that  all  of 
you  will  earnestly  agree  that  whether  the  teaching 
is  effective  or  not  or  whether  the  worship  service  is 
effective  or  not  will  depend  upon  how  nearly  it 
achieves  "focusing  their  attention  on  our  Father  in 
heaven,  with  a  reverential  attitude." 

I  have  written  down  quickly  a  list  of  some  things 
that  I  think  must  be  associated  with  a  reverential 
service: 

Restfulness  is  one  of  them — and  I  do  not  mean 
the  kind  of  restfulness  that  dozes,  but  the  restfulness 
of  reverence. 

Others  are:  quiet,  peace,  prayer,  humility,  and 
gratitude. 

I  also  put  in  happiness.  I  do  not  believe  in  the 
constrained,  artificial,  and  even  fearful  kind  of  long- 
faced  attitude  which  really  is  not  reverence,  but  is 
more  a  kind  of  fixation — an  artificial  piety  rather 
than  a  naturalness  which  includes  happiness. 

Gratitude,  of  course,  which  I  have  put  near  the 
bottom  of  the  list,  could  well  be  at  the  top. 

And  then  there  is  order.  I  do  not  mean  only  quiet, 
but  I  mean  the  order  of  organization — order  in  the 
sense  of  being  prepared.  As  we  go  to  quarterly  con- 
ferences, and  to  all  Church  meetings,  we  have  all  had 
the  experience  of  walking  into  the  well-ordered  at- 
mosphere where  one  feels  that  all  essentials  have 
been  planned  and  anticipated  beforehand;  and  then 
we  all  have  been  where  things  seem  to  fall  into  place 
all  at  once,  if  at  all — where  everyone  is  everywhere 
until  the  moment  of  beginning,  or  later;  where  every- 
one is  sending  messages  and  making  gestures  and 
somehow  trying  to  pull  together  what  should  have 
been  done  long  before. 
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I  well  remember  taking  to  one  of  our  wards, 
some  recent  years  ago,  a  wonderful,  gracious  gentle- 
man I  had  met  in  New  York.  He  was  a  man 
of  impressive  physical  bearing,  approaching  80  years 
of  age,  handsome  and  alert,  respectful,  the  kind 
of  man  you  would  like  to  be  with  and  reach  out 
for.  I  took  him  into  one  of  our  Sunday  Schools, 
unannounced,  and  I  really  think  it  was  the  last 
time  I  ever  did  this,  so  far  as  I  can  recall.  The 
confusion  and  din,  the  running,  the  obvious  or  seem- 
ing lack  of  reverence — I  say  seeming,  for  I  do  not 
think  there  was  real  lack  of  reverence — was  a  source 
of  embarrassment  to  me.  In  his  advanced  years,  he 
was  somewhat  noticeably  deaf,  for  which  I  was  ex- 
ceeding grateful  on  that  occasion. 

I  have  never  forgotten  it.  I  do  not  know  what 
impression  it  made  upon  him;  we  did  not  discuss  it. 
There  was  not  anything  to  explain,  it  explained  it- 
self; but  I  think  I  have  never  since  taken  a  guest 
unannounced  into  one  of  our  Sunday  Schools.  He 
happened  to  be  a  man  accustomed  to  the  formalities 
of  worship.  Now,  I  like  the  informalities  of  our  won- 
derful Church,  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ;  but  I 
think  all  of  us  must  agree  that  there  is  a  time  and 
place  for  the  obvious  informalities,  for  the  audible 
informalities;  and  there  is  a  time  and  place  where 
informalities  should  not  be  so  obvious  nor  so  audible. 

Let  me  say  two  or  three  other  things  specifically 
that  I  feel  about  this  period  of  worship  and  reverence 
and  the  impact  it  will  have  upon  the  young:  I  do  not 
think  many  of  us  are  able  to  compete  with  the  kind 
of  entertainment  that  is  so  prevalent  and  available 
in  all  of  our  homes  these  days.  It  seems  sometimes 
that  some  teachers  have  felt  their  function  was  to 
entertain  in  order  to  hold  attention.  I  doubt  our 
ability  to  compete  in  entertainment  for  arresting 
the  attention  of  children,  with  television,  for  example, 
and  many  other  things  besides.  We  live  in  too  vivid 
a  world  to  try  to  get  attention  that  way.  I  think 
our  only  chance  to  compete  is  in  the  field  in  which 
we  must  be  pre-eminent.  I  think  what  we  can  com- 
pete in,  what  we  must  compete  in,  is  sincerity  and 
spirituality — in  a  spirituality  and  reverence  and 
kindness  and  sincerity  that  is  so  contagious  that  it 
cannot  be  mistaken  for  anything  else. 

I  had  a  great  Sunday  School  teacher — I  put  it  in 
the  singular.  I  had  many  wonderful  teachers,  but 
I  think  I  remember  one  above  all  the  others.  Many 
of  you  will  know  her  and  maybe  you  have  heard  me 
mention  her  before — Hannah  M.  Rountree,  18th 
Ward.  She  taught  the  same  class  in  the  same  ward  in 
the  same  Sunday  School  for  more  years  than  I  know. 
I  hesitate  to  say  so,  but  I  would  not  be  surprised  if 
it  were  half  a  century.  She  taught  generations. 
She  taught  my  older  brothers  and  sisters,  and  she 


taught  my  younger  nephews  and  nieces.  A  convert 
to  the  Church  from  New  Zealand,  as  I  remember, 
she  was  unmarried  and  a  devoted,  wonderful,  gra- 
cious, sincere  woman,  who  played  us  like  an  organ. 
"Aunt  Annie,"  we  fondly  called  her. 

I  have  seen  tears  run  down  her  cheeks  when  one 
of  us  disappointed  her  in  the  worship  service,  in  this 
preliminary  part  of  the  Sunday  School.  There  was 
no  pretending  in  her  sorrow  nor  her  disappointment. 
It  was  sincere,  and  we  felt  it.  I  do  not  know  how 
much  schooling  she  had;  I  suspect  not  very  much  in 
terms  of  present-day  standards,  but  I  shall  never 
forget  her.  She  is  now  deceased.  The  very  sincerity 
of  her  heart  and  soul  and  the  attitude  of  devotion 
and  worship  and  reverence  that  emanated  from  her, 
even  the  most  restless  of  us  would  not  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  and  to  be  modified  by. 

This  hour  of  reverence,  of  worship,  of  sincere 
teaching,  is  not  an  hour  merely  to  be  lived  through 
nor  gotten  over  with.  This  is  an  hour  in  which  to 
plant  something  and  instill  something  in  immortal 
souls  that  will  never  be  forgotten.  It  is  an  hour  to 
approach  with  preparation,  and  not  only  the  prepar- 
ation of  the  book,  but  the  preparation  of  prayer — 
the  preparation  that  will  never  let  a  youngster  feel 
that  he  is  in  a  place  where  he  can  tussle  or  run  or 
be  rowdy — not  restrained  in  that  artificial  sense,  but 
restrained  by  something  intangible  that  he  seems  to 
sense — and  that  is  the  essence  of  real  worship,  of 
real  reverence. 

Education  does  not  commence  with  the  alphabet 
It  begins  with  a  mother's  look  and  a  father's  nod  and 
a  sister's  gentle  pressure  on  the  hand  and  a  brother's 
act  of  forbearance.  With  flowers  and  green  dells  and 
on  hills  with  birds'  nests  admired  but  not  touched, 
with  pleasant  walks  in  shady  lanes,  with  thoughts 
directed  in  sweet  and  kindly  tones,  with  deeds  of 
virtue  and  benevolent  thoughts  to  the  source  of  all 
good  and  to  God  Himself.1 

It  begins  with  a  mother's  look  and  a  father's  nod, 
and  I  think  it  begins  with  a  teacher's  look  and 
gesture  and  personality  and  sincerity  and  the  in- 
tangible influences. 

Alma  speaking:  "...  Trust  no  one  to  be  your 
teacher  .  .  .  except  he  be  a  man  of  God,  walking  in 
his  ways  and  keeping  his  commandments."  (Mosiah 
23:14.) 

This  one  I  used  on  the  air  this  morning:  "...  I 
have  commanded  you  to  bring  up  your  children  in 
light  and  truth."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:40.) 

"If  instructing  a  child,  you  are  perplexed  with  him 
for  want  of  his  adroitness,  try  if  you  have  never  tried 
before  to  write  with  your  left  hand,  and  then  re- 
member that  a  child  is  all  left  hand."2 

From  a  great  mind,  William  Ellery  Channing: 


1Author  Unknown. 

-Boyse,  John  Frederick  (1811-79),  English  essayist. 
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"The  mind,  like  the  body,  depends  upon  the  climate 
it  lives  in,  on  the  air  it  breathes."3 

This  from  David  Starr  Jordan,  some  of  which  I 
quoted  this  morning:  "The  teacher  must  come  near 
to  the  heart  of  the  students.  The  greatest  teacher  is 
the  one  who  never  forgets  that  he  was  once  a  boy, 
and  who  knows  the  aspirations,  the  limitations,  and 
the  ambitions  of  the  boys  of  today."4 

"There  is  no  real  excellence  in  all  this  world 
[speaking  of  teachers]  which  can  be  separated  from 
right  living."4 

Some  of  you  may  have  heard  Emerson  quoted 
this  morning:  "That  which  we  are,  we  are  all  the 
while  teaching,  not  voluntarily  but  involuntarily."5 

In  appreciation  for  your  great  and  wonderful 
service,  for  this  wonderful  General  Board  who  shape 
the  future  in  so  many  ways  in  this  Church,  and  who 
add  to  my  own  life,  let  me  say  that  I  know  of  no  way 
to  compensate  a  good  and  dedicated  teacher.  I  think 
the  worth  of  one  such  is  incalculable — one  who  can 
teach  by  contagion;  one  who  can  teach  reverence, 
by  being  reverent  so  sincerely  that  the  spirit  of  wor- 
ship will  make  of  the  Sunday  School  a  place  of  peace 
and  order  and  reverence  and  quiet  and  reflection  that 
will  carry  over  to  the  end  of  time,  as  it  touches  the 
lives  of  those  who  come  to  us  to  be  taught. 


aChanning,    William    Ellery,    On    the    Elevation    of    the    Laboring 
Classes 

4Jordan,  Dr.  David  Starr,  The  University  and  the  Common  Man. 

°Emerson,  Ralph  Waldo. 
Library   File  Reference:    Worship. 


NEW   OPPORTUNITY   FOR   SERVICE 

Appointment  to  serve  on  the  Committee  on  Nursery 
School  Education,  Association  for  Childhood  Educa- 
tion International,  has  been  accepted  by  Sister  Addie 
J.  Gilmore,  member  of  the  Sunday  School  General 
Board,  a  regular  contributor  to  The  INSTRUCTOR,  and 
head  teacher  at  the  Home  Economics  Department 
Nursery  School,  University  of  Utah.  Sister  Gilmore's 
appointment  becomes  effective  immediately  and  lasts 
for  a  two-year  term,  1963  to  1965. 

The  purposes  of  the  committee  are:  To  promote 
desirable  conditions,  programs,  and  practices  at  various 
age  levels;  to  study  conditions  and  existing  facilities; 
to  review  curriculum  and  procedures;  to  stimulate 
sympathetic  understanding  among  workers  in  nursery, 
kindergarten,  primary,  and  intermediate  education;  to 
encourage  and  aid  in  providing  for  children  a  desir- 
able, continuous  educative  experience  from  nursery 
school  through  elementary  school;  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  association  headquarters  to  books,  articles, 
and  films  useful  to  teachers  of  children  at  various  age 
levels;  and  to  suggest  topics  on  which  articles  and 
bulletins  are  needed. 

Sister  Gilmore,  working  under  Dr.  Elizabeth  Ann 
Liddle  of  Wheelock  College,  Boston,  Mass.,  will  par- 
ticipate in  two  important  international  conferences: 
Portland,  Oregon,  the  week  of  March  29,  1964;  and 
New  York  City,  the  week  of  April  18,  1965. 

—Marie  F.  Felt. 
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sufficient  to  imagine  what  any  modern  corporation 
would  do  if  its  revenue  consisted  of  grain,  livestock, 
molasses,  and  squashes  and  if  it  had  to  use  this  rev- 
enue to  pay  its  employees,  purchase  supplies,  and 
distribute  dividends  to  its  shareholders.  On  the  basis 
of  the  information  available,  it  would  appear  that 
more  than  half  of  the  tithing  collected  locally  was 
sent  to  the  General  Tithing  Office  in  Salt  Lake  City 
or  disbursed  locally  on  their  order,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder was  disbursed  locally  to  the  poor  and  In- 
dians or  was  used  in  tithing  office  management  and 
upkeep.  Virtually  all  local  disbursements  were  "in 
kind."  Deliveries  to  the  General  Tithing  Office  took 
the  form  of  such  transportable  staples  as  wheat,  live- 
stock, and  cash. 

The  records  of  local  tithing  offices  indicate  a 
heavy  trade  in  what  were  known  as  "exchanges." 
Persons  would  bring  in  wolf  skins  and  take  out  eggs, 
bring  in  a  yearling  and  take  out  hay,  bring  in  wheat 
and  get  credit  on  the  books  which  could  be  used  in 
paying  hired  help.  Such  transfers  were  facilitated 
by  the  use  of  "tithing  scrip,"  which  was  issued  by  the 


General  Tithing  Office  and  was  usually  good  at  any 
local  tithing  office.  This  scrip  took  the  place  of  cur- 
rency and  was  paid  out  by  the  tithing  office  to  Church 
employees,  welfare  recipients,  and  Church  creditors. 
It  could  be  redeemed  in  meat  or  produce  at  any 
tithing  office;  and,  as  a  convenience,  it  was  usually 
accepted  at  all  Latter-day  Saint  business  institutions. 
This  scrip  circulated  until  1908,  when  its  use  was  dis- 
continued. 

The  principal  problem  of  Pioneer  leaders,  as  can 
be  imagined,  was  that  of  converting  tithing  receipts 
"in  kind"  into  cash  for  use  in  paying  transportation 
fares,  buying  machinery,  and  renting  buildings  for 
religious  worship.  To  assist  in  this  task,  the  Church 
encouraged  the  Pioneers  to  take  contracts  for  build- 
ing telegraph  lines,  railroads,  smelters,  and  other  en- 
terprises which  would  bring  cash  into  the  commu- 
nity. Thus,  the  trustee-in-trust  was  the  agent 
through  whom  the  Saints  were  able  to  combine  their 
savings  and  labor  to  develop  the  resources  and  in- 
crease the  production  of  their  lovely  land  of  Deseret. 
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SPIRITUAL  PREPARATION 

FOR  TEACHING 


Mold  my  will  to  do  Thy  bidding, 
Open,  Thou,  mine  eyes  to  see; 

Free  my  soul  with  Truth  eternal, 
Leave  Thy  Comforter  with  me. 

— from  a  Hymn  by  the  Author. 

JESUS  was  accused  falsely  of  being  unlearned 
and  in  response  gave  us  the  key  to  spiritual 
preparation  for  teaching: 

And  the  Jews  marvelled,  saying,  How  knoweth 
this  man  letters,  having  never  learned1? 

Jesus  answered  them,  and  said,  My  doctrine  is 
not  mine,  but  his  that  sent  me. 

If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the 
doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God,  or  whether  I  speak  of 
myself.  (John  7:15-17.) 

Righteous  action  is  the  key  to  discernment  of 
truth.  Without  it,  a  teacher  is  subject  to  error.  Sin 
can  blind  us  to  the  truth  and  was  spoken  of  by  the 
Saviour  in  his  parable  of  the  sower.  After  explain- 
ing to  his  disciples  why  he  spoke  in  parables,  he 
said:  ".  .  .  Many  prophets  and  righteous  men  have 
desired  to  see  those  things  which  ye  see,  and  have 
not  seen  them;  and  to  hear  those  things  which  ye 
hear,  and  have  not  heard  them."  (Matthew  13:17.) 

He  compared  nonreceptivity  to  stony  ground, 
where  one  has  no  roots  "in  himself."  Such  a  person 
can  become  easily  offended.  He  said  that  people 
are  like  fields  filled  with  thorns:  they  hear  the  word, 
but  ".  . .  the  care  of  this  world,  and  the  deceitfulness 
of  riches,  choke  the  word.  .  .  ."  (Matthew  13:22.) 

Jesus  taught  that  the  reason  people,  having  eyes, 
see  not  (as  prophesied  by  Isaiah  6:9)  is  that  they 
close  their  eyes  ",  .  .  lest  at  any  time  they  should 
see  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears,  and 
should  understand  with  their  heart,  and  should  be 
converted,  and  I  should  heal  them."  (Matthew 
13:15.)  When  we  pray  for  "open  eyes,"  we  promise 
to  clear  our  fields  of  rocks  and  thorns,  to  put  away 
worldly  things,  and  to  welcome  His  truth  by  doing 
His  will.  This  is  the  spiritual  preparation  of  the 
teacher  which  precedes  all  other  preparations. 

This  principle  was  restated  on  another  occasion 
by  Jesus,  when  He  said,  ".  .  .  If  ye  continue  in  my 
word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples  indeed;  and  ye  shall 

(For  Course  27,  lesson  of  December  8,  "Joy  Comes  through  Obedi- 
ence"; for  lessons  on  spirituality  and  good  works;  and  particularly  for 
Gospel  teachers.) 


know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free." 
(John  8:31,  32.)  In  the  argument  following  this 
statement,  Jesus  accuses  His  tormentors  of  being  not 
sons  of  Abraham  but  children  of  the  devil.  ".  .  .  If  ye 
were  Abraham's  children,  ye  would  do  the  works 
of  Abraham."  (John  8:39.)  To  free  one's  soul,  one 
must  be  a  child  of  God,  believe  His  truth,  and  live 
it.  Any  other  path  can  lead  to  deception  and 
dishonor. 

The  teacher  seeking  spiritual  preparation  seeks 
the  Holy  Ghost,  which  comes  first  through  the  lay- 
ing on  of  hands  and,  second,  through  keeping  the 
commandments  of  God.  The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith 
taught  that  there  were  two  Comforters,  the  Holy 
Ghost  being  one,  and  the  other  being  ".  .  .  no  more 
nor  less  than  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Himself  .  .  .  and 
that  when  any  man  obtains  this  last  Comforter  he 
will  have  the  personage  of  Jesus  Christ  to  attend 
him,  or  appear  unto  him  from  time  to  time,  and 
even  He  will  manifest  the  Father  unto  him,  and 
they  will  take  up  their  abode  with  him  and  the  vi- 
sions of  the  heavens  will  be  opened  unto  him,  and 
the  Lord  will  teach  him  face  to  face,  and  he  may 
have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  mysteries  of  the 
kingdom  of  God;  and  this  is  the  state  and  place  the 
ancient  Saints  arrived  at  when  they  had  such  glorious 
visions."1 

This  sublime  concept  of  inspiration,  with  a  prom- 
ise to  the  righteous,  is  based  on  the  fourteenth 
chapter  of  John,  verses  12  through  27.  This  inter- 
pretation by  our  latter-day  Prophet  opens  our  minds 
to  a  glorious  reality:  if  we  live  worthily  we  can  re- 
ceive God  the  Father  and  Jesus  the  Christ.  We  can 
fall  heir  to  that  promise  of  the  Saviour,  ".  .  .  If  a 
man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words:  and  my  Father 
will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make 
our  abode  with  him."  (John  14:23.) 

As  we  sing  the  second  stanza  of  the  hymn,  "Help 
Me  Teach  with  Inspiration,"  we  seek  divine  help 
to  live  worthily,  so  that  we  may  be  possessed  by 
the  spirit  of  Christ  which  dwelleth  only  in  clean 
tabernacles.  This  is  spiritual  preparation  for 
teaching. 

— Lorin  F.  Wheelwright,  Associate  Editor. 


^Teachings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  Selected  and  Arranged 
by  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake   City, 
Utah,  1938;  pages  150,  151. 
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Billy 
Understood 


by  Hazel  W.  Lewis'- 
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Billy  and  Nancy  liked  to  go 
with    their    parents    to    visit 
grandmother  and  grandfather 
in  Idaho.   Grandma  always  had 
cookies  in  a  jar,   or  something 
new  to  add  to  the  "dress  up"  box. 
And  Grandpa  always  had  a  good  story 
to  tell  of  the  time  when  he  was  a  little  boy. 

The  children  liked  the  pretty  yard  at  Grandpa's 
with  its  big  trees;  trees  big  enough  for  boys  and 
girls  to  climb.  They  liked  the  exciting  places  in 
the  garden  where  they  could  play  hide-and-seek. 
They  loved  the  cook-outs  Grandma  planned  and  had 
on  the  large  shady  patio  behind  the  house. 

But  best  of  all,  they  liked  the  times  when  Grand- 
pa would  turn  to  Grandma  and  say,  "Isn't  it  about 
time  we  all  went  up  to  the  cabin  for  a  few  days? 
I  need  a  rest  from  all  the  sick  people  I  have  taken 
care  of."  You  see,  Grandpa  was  a  medical  doctor, 
and  such  a  busy  one! 

The  cabin  was  a  long  way  from  Grandpa's  home. 
It  was  on  the  bank  of  a  big  river.  Tall  pines  tow- 
ered in  the  distance.  Wild  deer,  elk,  and  moose 
roamed  in  the  forest  near  Grandpa's  cabin.  Billy 
and  Nancy's  aunts,  uncles,  and  cousins  liked  to 
come  to  the  cabin,  too.  What  good  times  they  all 
had  hunting  and  fishing  together. 

Sometimes  Grandpa  would  take  them  to  the 
little  store  a  few  miles  away  for  food,  and  always 
there  would  be  special  treats  like  an  ice  cream  cone 
or  a  lollipop. 

Sometimes  Billy  would  go  fishing  with  Grandpa 
and  Daddy.  Billy  liked  to  hear  his  grandfather  say, 
"Just  the  men  of  this  family  will  go  fishing  today." 
On  Sundays  they  would  go  to  the  little  church 
among  the  pines  and  sit  together  as  a  family,  thank- 
ing Heavenly  Father  for  all  the  good  things  He 
had  given  them. 


(For  Course  2,  lesson  of  January  26,   "We  Will  Live  in  Another 
World.  ) 

*Sister  Lewis  has  written  numerous  articles  for  The  Instructor 
during  the  past  years.  She  obtained  her  B.S.  degree  from  Brigham 
Young  University  and  her  M.S.  from  University  of  Utah.  She  has 
also  studied  at  University  of  Chicago  and  UCLA.  She  was  a  member 
of  the  General  Board  of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  for  ten 
years.  Sister  Lewis  is  presently  on  sabatical  leave  from  a  position 
as  instructor  with  the  Stewart  School  at  the  University  of  Utah. 
She  is  married  to  John  R.  Lewis,  a  chemistry  professor  at  the  U.  of 
U.    They  have  one  daughter. 


At  the  close  of  one 
of    these    happy    visits, 
Mother  said  to  Grandpa 
and  Grandma,  "We  are  ex- 
pecting to  see  you  soon  at 
our  home  in  Utah." 

Billy  and  Nancy  knew  why  their  grandparents 
were  coming  to  visit,  and  why  they  were  going  to 
stay  awhile.  Billy  and  Nancy  could  hardly  wait. 
Mother  was  going  to  have  a  baby! 

In  a  few  weeks  Grandpa  and  Grandma  came  to 
Utah  to  see  the  new  baby.  How  they  all  loved  him! 
Grandpa  held  him  proudly  and  said,  "Well,  I  do 
believe  he  looks  just  like  Billy."  Billy  just  beamed. 
He  was  so  proud.     The  baby  looked  like  him. 

"How  long  are  you  going  to  stay,  Grandpa?" 
asked  Nancy. 

"I  have  to  get  back  to  my  doctoring.  I  will 
leave  Grandma  to  take  care  of  your  mother  and  the 
new  baby."  The  next  day  he  left  for  his  home  in 
Idaho. 

Before  he  left,  Grandma  said,  "Take  a  good 
rest  when  you  can.  You  seem  tired  and  cross  lately, 
just  like  the  baby  when  he  has  colic." 

In  a  few  days  Grandma  said  to  the  children's 
mother,  "I  am  worried  about  Grandpa.  He  hasn't 
seemed  well  lately.  How  would  it  be  if  I  were  to 
take  Billy  and  Nancy  to  Idaho  with  me?  You  can 
take  care  of  the  baby  now  by  yourself." 

The  children  were  happy  to  see  Grandpa  and  tell 
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Billy  kissed  her  and  said,  "Don't  cry,  Grandma. 
Grandpa  isn't  blind  anymore.  He's  in  heaven." 
"Grandpa  was  a  wonderful  man,"  she  said. 
"He  helped  so  many  people.  We  want  to  re- 
member him  as  a  well  and  happy  man." 


him  more  about  their  new  baby  brother.  They  were 
also  happy  to  see  springtime  come  to  the  yard  they 
loved  so  well  at  Grandpa's  home. 

One  day  when  Grandpa  came  home  from  his 
office,  he  looked  tired  and  sick. 

Next  morning  the  children  noticed  that  Grandma 
looked  sad.  She  had  been  crying.  When  the  chil- 
dren questioned  her,  she  said,  "Grandpa  has  a  ser- 
ious illness.  He  must  go  to  a  big  hospital  in  New 
York  City.  The  doctors  there  will  try  to  make 
him  well." 

After  the  children  returned  to  their  home  in 
Utah,  Grandpa  and  Grandma  went  to  New  York. 
Grandma  wrote  to  Billy's  mother  and  father  saying 
that  Grandpa  had  had  an  operation  on  his  eye. 
Later  another  letter  came  saying  that  they  were 
coming  to  stay  in  Utah  for  awhile. 

All  the  family  were  so  happy  to  see  Grandpa 
and  Grandma  when  they  came  home.  The  months 
went  by.  Some  days  were  good  for  Grandpa.  He 
loved  to  be  with  his  grandchildren  and  see  them. 
Then  the  illness  got  worse.  The  pain  became  very 
bad,  and  just  before  Thanksgiving,  Grandpa  be- 
came blind. 

As  time  went  on,  Billy  helped  Grandpa.  He 
would  sit  by  the  kind  old  man  and  let  Grandpa 
rub  his  hand  over  Billy's  head. 

"He  loves  to  have  you  sit  by  him,"  said  Grandma 
to  Billy  one  day.  "You  are  so  quiet." 

Then  came  the  time  when  Grandpa  had  to  be 
in  bed  all  day  because  he  was  so  ill. 

Not  long  after  New  Year's  day,  Grandpa  was 
taken  to  a  hospital.  Billy  and  Nancy's  mother, 
with  their  aunts,  uncles  and  Grandma  stayed  by 
Grandpa  trying  to  help  him. 


One  day  the  children's  mother  came  home  from 
*the  hospital.     She  was  crying.     Nancy  and  Billy 
quickly  put  their  arms  around  her. 

"What  is  the  matter,  Mother?"  asked  Billy. 
"Grandpa  is  dead,  children,"  said  Mother. 

"Our  kitty  died  when  it  was  run  over  by  a  car," 
said  Nancy.  "Will  they  put  Grandpa  in  the  ground 
like   we   did  our   kitten?" 

"Yes,"  said  mother.  "Grandpa's  body  will  be  put 
in  the  ground,  but  the  part  of  him  that  made  him 
laugh  and  talk  is  called  his  spirit.  That  part  of 
Grandpa  has  gone  to  live  in  another  place  called 
paradise." 

"You  said  our  baby's  spirit  once  lived  with 
Heavenly  Father  before  he  was  sent  to  us?"  ques- 
tioned Billy. 

"That  is  true,  Billy.  We  all  lived  with  Heavenly 
Father  at  one  time.  When  we  die,  if  we  live  good 
lives,  we  will  eventually  go  back  to  live  with  Heav- 
enly Father  again;  but  that  won't  be  until  after 
many  other  things  have  taken  place.  And  that  will 
be  only  if  we  keep  all  of  Heavenly  Father's  com- 
mandments." 

A  number  of  weeks  later  Billy  and  his  family 
went  to  visit  Grandma  in  her  home  in  Idaho. 

Billy  missed  Grandpa.  He  missed  Grandpa's 
stories,  his  laugh,  and  his  many  funny  jokes.  One 
day  while  Nancy  was  having  a  nap,  Billy  wandered 
into  Grandma's  room.  She  was  holding  Grandpa's 
picture  in  her  hand.  Tears  were  slowly  running 
down  her  face. 

Billy  kissed  her  and  said,  "Don't  cry,  Grandma. 
Grandpa  isn't  blind  anymore.     He's  in  heaven." 

Grandma  put  her  arms  around  Billy.  She  knew 
Billy  understood  death.  "Grandpa  was  a  wonderful 
man,"  she  said.  "He  helped  so  many  people.  We 
want  to  remember  him  as  a  well  and  happy  man. 
We  want  to  remember  all  the  good  times  we  had 
together." 
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What  do  I  do 

when  my  child 

will  not 
confide  in  me? 

by  Reed  H.  Bradford 


There  were  hard  lines  in  her  face,  anxiety  and 
sorrow  were  apparent  in  her  actions,  and  I  surmised 
that  she  must  have  experienced  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
appointment and  suffering.  I  tried  to  establish  a 
sympathetic  atmosphere  so  that  she  might  feel  that 
I  was  trying  to  understand  her  and  her  problem,  but 
I  had  made  only  a  few  comments  when  she  began 
to  cry.  I  tried  to  remove  any  feeling  of  embarrass- 
ment associated  with  her  tears,  knowing  that  it  might 
be  helpful  for  her  to  release  the  tension  within  her. 

"I  have  come  to  you  because  of  a  problem  with 
my  daughter,"  she  finally  began.  "As  a  child,  she 
always  seemed  to  feel  free  to  discuss  most  any  sub- 
ject with  me.  I  thought  she  always  felt  at  ease  in 
doing  so.  She's  now  15.  In  recent  years,  I  have 
noticed  a  change  in  her,  in  that  she  doesn't  confide 
in  me  as  she  once  did.  I  realize  that  this  is  normal, 
since  she  is  entering  the  adolescent  period  of  her  life 
and  wants  more  responsibility.  Recently,  however, 
I  have  discovered  that  she  goes  to  my  cousin  to 
discuss  problems  that  she  never  mentions  to  me. 
What  have  I  done  that  has  produced  this  situation? 
I  love  her,  and  I  want  to  help  her  when  she  has 
problems.    Where  have  I  failed?" 

It  took  a  number  of  discussions  before  sufficient 
knowledge  and  insight  were  available  to  suggest 
some  possibilities  in  this  case.  The  following  ideas, 
however,  may  prove  useful  to  parents  confronted 
with  similar  situations. 

What    Is    the    Nature    of    the    General    Relationship 
between  My  Child  and  Me? 

An  insight  into  this  question  can  be  found  if  I, 
as  a  parent,  examine  the  way  I  regard  my  child. 
Are  my  aims  concerning  him  the  same  general  aims 
that  our  Heavenly  Father  has  toward  His  children? 

He  has  stated:   "For  behold,  this  is  my  work 

(For  Course  24,  lessons  of  December  1  and  8,  "Discipline  as  Re- 
sponsible Behavior";  for  Course  27,  lesson  of  December  8,  "Joy 
Comes  through  Obedience";  and  for  general  reading.) 


and  my  glory — to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and 
eternal  life  of  man."  (Moses  1:39.)  "...  I  am  come 
that  they  might  have  life,  and  that  they  might  have 
it  more  abundantly."  (John  10:10.)  "These  things 
have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  my  joy  might  remain 
in  you,  and  that  your  joy  might  be  full."  (John 
15:11.) 

If  these  are  my  objectives  for  my  children,  I 
have  genuine  respect  for  my  child  as  a  human  being 
and  as  a  child  of  his  Heavenly  Father.  I  want  to 
help  my  child  understand,  live,  enjoy,  and  love  the 
principles  upon  which  the  "abundant  life"  is  based. 
To  be  sure,  the  child's  knowledge,  wisdom,  and  skill 
may  be  inferior  to  mine;  but  he,  as  a  person  and  as 
a  child  of  divine  parents,  is  not  inferior.  Both  he 
and  I  are  brothers  and  sisters,  since  all  of  us  are 
children  of  the  same  Father. 

If  my  child  perceives  that  I  love  him  in  the  above 
sense,  he  will  feel  at  ease  in  discussing  many  things 
with  me.  I  will  not  ridicule  the  child's  opinions, 
even  though  they  appear  immature  to  me.  Putting 
myself  in  the  child's  position,  I  will  try  to  under- 
stand those  opinions. 

In  my  relationships  with  the  child,  I  will  dis- 
tinguish between  disapproving  of  the  child's  ac- 
tions and  rejecting  him  as  a  person.  The  Saviour 
said  to  the  woman  who  had  committed  adultery: 
"Neither  do  I  condemn  thee:  go,  and  sin  no  more." 
(John  8:11.)  He  did  not  condone  her  sin;  neither 
did  He  condemn  her.  He  gave  her  another  oppor- 
tunity to  improve  her  behavior. 

What  Do  I  Do  when  My  Child  Makes  a  Mistake? 

Is  my  principal  action  in  such  instances  that  of 
reprimanding  the  child?    If  it  is,  it  is  only  natural 
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that  he  does  not  enjoy  such  experiences  with  me. 
He  will  try  to  avoid  them.  On  the  other  hand,  if  I 
try  to  understand  why  he  made  the  mistake,  if  I 
can  communicate  to  him  why  it  is  a  mistake,  if  I 
can  help  him  want  to  behave  differently  the  next 
time  he  is  confronted  with  a  similar  situation,  he  will 
then  have  a  different  feeling  toward  me.  As  a 
parent,  I  am  justified  in  being  "righteously"  angry  at 
times,  "...  reproving  betimes  with  sharpness,  when 
moved  upon  by  the  Holy  Ghost;  .  .  ."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  121:43)  but  I  should  not  be  guilty  of 
avenging  on  the  child  my  own  immaturities  or  frus- 
trations. I  should  generally  demonstrate  to  the  child 
my  love  for  him  and  that  my  faithfulness  is  stronger 
than  the  cords  of  death. 

What  Do  I  Do  when  My  Child  Asks  Me  Questions  about 
which   I   Know  Little? 

In  this  specialized  world,  a  child  comes  in  con- 
tact with  many  individuals  who  are  competent  in 
particular  fields.  This  happens  as  soon  as  he  enters 
school  and  continues  throughout  his  life.  I  must  be 
careful  that  I  do  not  give  my  child  answers  which 
are  incorrect  or  false.  If  I  do,  the  child  will  soon 
discover  this  and  will  likely  cease  to  ask  for  my 
opinions.  If  I  do  not  know  the  answer,  I  should 
admit  it;  but  I  should  tell  the  child  that  I  will  try 
to  help  him  find  the  answer  from  other  sources. 

How  Do  I  Handle  Situations  in  which  My  Child  Has 
Done  Something  which  He  Knows  Will  Hurt  Me  if  I 
Discover  It? 

This  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  questions  to 
answer.  If  my  child  is  aware  of  the  deep  love  I 
have  for  him,  he  naturally  will  feel  sad  to  do  some- 
thing that  he  and  I  know  is  wrong.  He  will  have 
to  feel  confident  about  his  relationship  with  me 
before  he  can  communicate  with  me  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. This  is  the  kind  of  relationship  we 
are  asked  to  have  with  our  Heavenly  Father,  how- 
ever. We  are  instructed  to  confess  our  mistakes  to 
Him.  If  we  do  this,  it  is  because  we  trust  in  Him 
and  because  we  feel  He  will  understand  and  help 
us  find  ways  not  to  repeat  the  mistake. 

What  Is  the  Level  of  My  Emotional  Maturity? 

Sydney  J.  Harris  once  indicated  that  many  of 
us  are  "reactors"  instead  of  "actors"  in  our  relation- 
ships with  other  human  beings.  I  am  a  "reactor"  if 
I  let  others  determine  how  I  will  behave;  that  is,  if 
someone  is  unkind  to  me,  I  am  unkind  to  him.  I  am 
an  "actor"  when  I  have  self-possession.  I  have  form- 


ulated values  and  learned  to  manage  my  emotions, 
regardless  of  how  others  behave.  I  can  be  kind  when 
others  are  unkind;  patient  when  they  are  impatient. 
When  I  demonstrate  such  self-control,  my  child 
benefits:  From  me  he  may  receive  an  example  of 
strength  which  will  motivate  him  to  achieve  self- 
control  also. 

What  General  Impression  Do  I  Give  My  Child 
Concerning  His  Ability? 

It  is  easy  for  me,  as  a  parent  with  superior  knowl- 
edge, wisdom,  and  skill,  to  adopt  the  general  practice 
of  telling  my  child  about  the  mistakes  he  makes, 
without  also  giving  him  a  general  confidence  in  him- 
self by  complimenting  him  when  he  does  something 
well.  The  child  may  therefore  have  feelings  of  con- 
fidence or  inferiority,  depending  on  the  types  of 
motivation  I  use. 

Do   I   Give  a   Feeling   of  Embarrassment  to  My   Child 
When  He  Asks  Questions  about  Sensitive  Subjects? 

There  are  some  subjects  which  are  delicate  to 
discuss.  If  I  feel  unsure  as  to  how  to  discuss  such 
subjects  with  my  children,  I  often  convey  a  feeling 
of  insecurity  or  embarrassment.     When  such  feel- 

(Concluded  on  following  page.) 


SUGGESTED  AGENDA  FOR  HOME  EVENING 

Prayer. 

Hymn:  "There  Is  Beauty  All  Around,"  Hymns — 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  169. 
— Family. 

Discussion:  What  each  family  member  learned  in  his 
past  Sunday  School  class  and  classes  of  other  or- 
ganizations, and  how  he  will  apply  the  teachings 
in  his  daily  living. 

Discussion: 

It  might  be  helpful  to  ask  each  family  member  to 
tell  what  things  stand  in  the  way  of  his  communi- 
cating with  other  members.  If  it  is  the  father  who 
is  presiding,  he  should  set  the  proper  atmosphere 
by  making  each  person  feel  free  to  say  whatever  he 
wishes,  even  though  it  may  be  critical  of  some  of 
the  other  members. 

If  a  child  were  to  say  to  him,  "I  noticed  that 
whenever  I  tell  you  about  one  of  my  mistakes  you 
always  get  impatient  with  me,"  the  father  should 
not  prove  the  child's  point  by  becoming  impatient; 
rather,  the  father  should  be  able  to  discuss  the  point 
without  feeling  rejected. 

The  parents  might  clarify  their  own  relationship 
to  their  children.  They  might  reassure  them  that 
it  is  their  aim  to  help  the  children  achieve  worthy 
goals. 

If  it  should  be  revealed  that  there  are  certain 
barriers  to  various  family  members  confiding  in  one 
another  or  communicating  with  each  other,  perhaps 
it  would  be  well  to  select  one  of  these  for  some 
period  of  time  and  see  if  the  barrier  could  be  re- 
moved. 

Activity:   Restful  game  or  group  singing. 

Scriptural  memorization:  Family  will  memorize  Luke 
21:19. 

Closing  prayer. 
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ings  are  transmitted  to  my  children,  they  may  re- 
frain from  seeking  my  counsel  again.  I  should  rid 
myself  of  insecurity  by  obtaining  adequate  under- 
standing of  the  subject  in  question,  including  the 
use  of  proper  terms.  I  might  even  anticipate  some 
of  the  questions  and  think  through  the  answers  I 
might  give. 

Establishing  a  relationship  with  my  child  that 
will  help  him  achieve  the  ends  of  his  creation  de- 


sired by  our  Heavenly  Father  is  an  art.  But  it  can 
be  done  reasonably  well  if  I  give  devoted  attention 
to  the  kinds  of  things  discussed.  The  satisfaction 
achieved  if  this  relationship  is  established  is  reflected 
not  only  in  my  life  and  the  lives  of  my  children  but 
also  in  the  lives  of  all  those  affected  by  my  children, 
both  now  and  in  the  generations  yet  to  come. 

Library  File  Reference:    Family   Life. 


RELEASED   WITH    APPRECIATION 


RALPH    D.    THOMSON 

For  some  years,  one  of 
the  stalwarts  of  the  Sunday 
School  General  Board  has 
been  Brother  Ralph  D. 
Thomson.  His  wonderful 
spirit,  his  great  humility,  his 
professional  knowledge,  and 
his  willingness  to  serve 
wherever  called  have  been 
a  source  of  inspiration  to 
all  who  have  been  associated  with  him  in  Sunday 
School  work.  A  recent  call  to  work  on  the  library 
committee  of  the  Genealogical  Society  of  the  Church 
has  necessitated  his  release  from  the  General  Board 
of  the  Sunday  School. 

In  professional  life,  he  is  acting  librarian  for  the 
University  of  Utah;  and  in  addition  to  directing  the 
library  program  there,  he  is  responsible  for  the  plan- 
ning in  all  of  its  phases  of  the  great  new  library  now 
being  developed  at  that  institution.  For  some  years 
he  has  been  chairman  of  the  Commencement  Com- 
mittee for  the  University. 

He  has  been  chairman  of  the  Utah  State  Library 
Commission  for  the  past  six  years  and  was  recently 
re-elected  to  this  position  for  another  two-year  term. 

One  of  the  principal  responsibilities  of  Brother 
Thomson  on  the  General  Board  has  been  that  of  vice 
chairman  of  the  Library  and  Teaching  Aids  Com- 
mittee. During  his  tenure  on  this  committee,  great 
strides  have  been  made  in  the  Sunday  School  library 
program.  This  period  has  seen  the  adoption  by  most 
of  the  Sunday  School  libraries  in  the  Church  of 
recognized  professional  library  techniques.  To  adapt 
these  procedures  to  a  program  so  vast  and  varied 
as  found  throughout  the  Church,  necessitated  an 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  situations  and  problems 


at  the  stake  and  ward  levels,  as  well  as  the  profes- 
sional "know  how."  Brother  Thomson  was  largely 
responsible  for  adapting  professional  library  proce- 
dures to  the  needs  of  the  Sunday  School. 

He  has  also  assisted  in  planning  and  conducting 
several  library  clinics  in  various  areas  of  the  Church 
to  train  librarians  in  the  use  of  recommended  pro- 
cedures. 

While  on  the  General  Board,  Brother  Thomson 
has  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  committee  re- 
sponsible for  Courses  16,  17,  and  18  in  the  Sunday 
School  curriculum.  In  that  capacity,  he  was  the 
author  for  several  years  of  the  "Monthly  Preparation 
Meeting  Helps"  for  these  courses,  and  in  addition  he 
wrote  the  Teacher's  Supplement  for  some  of  the 
courses  studied. 

Another  responsibility  of  his  on  the  General 
Board  was  that  of  permanent  member  of  the  Objec- 
tives and  Teaching  Program  Committee.  In  this  ca- 
pacity, he  gave  yeoman  service. 

In  addition,  he  has  served  as  member  and  cha'ir- 
man  on  several  occasions  of  such  committees  as  the 
April  and  October  Conference  Committee  the  Sun- 
day School  Convention  Committee,  etc. 

When  it  is  realized  that  most  of  the  work  on  the 
Sunday  School  General  Board  is  done  by  committees, 
and  when  the  varied  committee  activities  of  Brother 
Thomson  are  analyzed,  only  then  does  one  begin  to 
realize  the  great  service  rendered  by  him.  Truly, 
while  a  member  of  the  General  Board,  he  was  a 
great  influence  in  the  progress  of  the  Sunday 
School  work.  His  presence  and  assistance  will  be 
sorely  missed. 

We  wish  Brother  Thomson  well  in  his  new  as- 
signment. 

?.  Holman  Waters. 
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Fourth  of  a  series  . .  . 

ADVENTURES 
OF  THE  SPIRIT 

From  an  interview  with 

President  Henry  D.  Moyle 

Of  The  First  Presidency 
by  Leland  H.  Monson 


Facing  President  Moyle  across  his  desk  in  the  Church  Office  Building,  I  felt  the  influ- 
ence of  a  man  who  had  experienced  in  his  life  many  adventures  of  the  spirit.  As  he 
talked,  I  felt  his  strength  of  character,  his  firmness  of  conviction,  which  were  outgrowths 
of  sincere  efforts  to  discipline  his  mind  and  mature  his  emotions.  His  every  movement 
bespoke  a  man  of  purpose.  I  was  fascinated  by  his  understanding  heart.  He  has  devel- 
oped his  imagination  to  a  point  where  it  is  not  difficult  for  him  to  identify  himself  with 
the  situations  and  feelings  of  others.  This  ability  has  impelled  him  to  help  those  less  for- 
tunate than  he. 

Tooled  into  his  face  are  lines  which  indicate  a  life  of  inner  peace  and  serenity.  The 
furrows  bespeak  a  life  well  lived. 

The  son  of  James  H.  Moyle  and  Alice  Dinwoodey,  he  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
April  22,  1889.  He  attended  the  Salt  Lake  City  public  schools  and  the  Latter-day  Saint 
University.  In  1909  he  was  awarded  a  B.S.  degree  in  Mining  Engineering  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Utah.  After  a  three-year  mission  in  Germany,  he  did  a  year's  work  toward  a 
doctorate  in  Metallurgy  at  the  University  of  Freiberg,  in  Saxony,  Germany. 

As  soon  as  he  returned  to  Utah,  he  went  to  work  for  the  American  Smelting  and 
Refining  Company  at  Garfield.  However,  an  irresistible  desire  to  follow  the  example  of 
his  father  led  him  into  the  study  of  law.  With  the  permission  of  his  father,  he  started  his 
training  for  a  new  career  at  the  University  of  Chicago.  Subsequently,  he  attended  Har- 
vard University  for  a  year  and  then  graduated  with  a  Doctor  of  Jurisprudence  degree 
from  the  University  of  Chicago.  Returning  to  Utah,  he  took  the  bar  examination  and  be- 
gan his  practice  of  law.  Soon,  he  became  assistant  County  Attorney  in  Salt  Lake  City. 


Reproduced  for  The  Instructor 
by  Wheelwright  Lithographing  Co. 


In  1916,  the  beat  of  drums  and  his  country's 
call  to  arms  caused  him  to  leave  his  work  to  enlist 
in  the  infantry,  where  he  became  a  captain  in  the 
Twenty-First  Infantry  Regiment  of  the  United 
States  Army. 

After  the  war,  he  returned  to  his  law  practice. 
The  following  year,  he  married  Clara  Alberta 
Wright  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  To  them  have 
been  born  four  daughters  and  three  sons. 

After  his  marriage  in  1919,  Henry  D.  Moyle 
set  up  a  law  office  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Subsequently, 
he  became  assistant  United  States  Attorney  for 
Utah,  and  later  United  States  Attorney.  For  a 
long  time,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Utah  Bar 
and  the  American  Bar  Associations.  He  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  petroleum  refining  industry 
in  Utah  and  the  Intermountain  West.  During 
World  War  II,  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Pe- 
troleum Industry  War  Council. 

Despite  all  this  work  in  his  profession  and  in 
industry,  he  has  found  ample  time  to  work  with 
dedication  and  devotion  for  The  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  For  many  years,  he 
served  as  president  of  the  Cottonwood  Stake.  He 
was  released  as  stake  president  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  General  Church  Wel- 
fare Committee. 

His  interest  and  activity  in  the  welfare  pro- 
gram has  continued  to  the  present  time.  Early  in 
1947,  Elder  Charles  A.  Callis  passed  away  while 
organizing  the  Florida  Stake  with  Elder  Harold  B. 
Lee.  At  the  following  April  Conference,  President 
Moyle  was  called  and  sustained  as  one  of  the 
Twelve.  A  few  years  later,  he  was  called  into  the 
First  Presidency. 

President  Moyle's  activities  in  the  Church  since 
boyhood  have  been  marked  by  some  rich  spirit- 
ual experiences.  As  a  boy,  he  sang  in  a  choir  di- 
rected by  Evan  Stephens.  He  served  as  soloist  oc- 
casionally and  remembers  singing  "O  My  Father" 
and  "The  Holy  City."  Evan  Stephens  felt  that  he 
had  a  voice  sufficiently  strong  that  he  could  be- 
come a  great  singer. 

His  deep  spirituality  is  reflected  in  the  hymns 
he  likes  to  sing  and  the  scriptures  that  have  most 
impressed  him  ."O  Thou  Rock  of  Our  Salvation," 


"High  on  The  Mountain  Top,"  and  "We  Thank 
Thee,  O  God, for  a  Prophet"  are  among  his  favor- 
ite hymns. 

From  the  Old  Testament,  he  gets  comfort  from 
Job's  declaration: 

For  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and 
that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the 
earth:  and  though  after  my  skin  worms  de- 
stroy this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  1  see 
God.  (Job  19:25,  26.) 

Psalm  twenty-three  and  Ephesians  2:19,  20 
unite  in  picturing  for  him  the  power  of  Jesus  and 
the  need  for  reliance  upon  Him.  Jeremiah  has 
helped  him  to  put  first  things  first: 

Thus  saith  the  Lord  [wrote  Jeremiah], 
Let  not  the  wise  man  glory  in  his  wisdom, 
neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his  might, 
let  not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches: 

But  let  him  that  glorieth  glory  in  this, 
that  he  understandeth  and  knoweth  me,  that 
I  am  the  Lord  which  exercise  lovingkindness, 
judgment,  and  righteousness,  in  the  earth:  for 
in  these  things  I  delight,  saith  the  Lord.  (Jere- 
miah 9:23,  24.) 

His  missionary  activity  has  made  him  appreci- 
ate I  Peter,  which  says: 

But  ye  are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal 
priesthood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people; 
that  ye  should  shew  forth  the  praises  of  him 
who  hath  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  his 
marvellous  light.  (I  Peter  2:9.) 

From  The  Book  of  Mormon  he  enjoys  Amu- 
lek's  testimoy  to  the  Zoramites  concerning  the 
great  and  last  sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ  and  His  ap- 
peal not  to  procrastinate  the  day  of  one's  repent- 
ance. 

And  Elder  Moyle  does  not  forget  our  modern 
scriptures.  Section  93  of  the  Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants, he  feels,  continues  to  expand  his  vision. 

He  is  particularly  impressed  with  the  current 
inspired  guidance  given  to  us  by  our  Prophet 
David  O.  McKay. 

Great  leader  that  President  Moyle  is,  he  still 
goes  back  to  Section  121  of  the  Doctrine  and  Cov- 
enants for  fundamental  principles  of  leadership: 

Behold  [The  Lord  said],  there  are  many 
called,  but  few  are  chosen.  And  why  are  they 
not  chosen? 
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President  Henry  D.  Moyle 


Because  their  hearts  are  set  so  much  upon 
the  things  of  this  world,  and  aspire  to  the 
honors  of  men,  that  they  do  not  learn  this 
one  lesson  —  that  the  rights  of  the  priesthood 
are  inseparably  connected  with  the  powers  of 
heaven,  and  that  the  powers  of  heaven  can- 
not be  controlled  nor  handled  only  upon  the 
principles  of  righteousness.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants  121:34-36.) 

His  consideration  for  those  less  fortunate  than 
he,  is  clearly  apparent  in  his  selection  of  another 
scripture,  in  which  the  Lord  says: 

Wo  unto  you  rich  men,  that  will  not  give 
your  substance  to  the  poor,  for  your  riches 
will  canker  your  souls;  and  this  shall  be  your 
lamentation  in  the  day  of  visitation,  and  of 
judgment,  and  of  indignation.  .  .  .  (Doctrine 
and  Covenants  56:16;  see  also  Doctrine  and 
Covenants  104:15-18.) 

His  sense  of  appreciation  for  President  David 
O.  McKay  is  impressive.  In  a  speech  given  to  mis- 
sion  and  stake  presidents  in  March,  1961,  he  said: 


President  McKay  has  the  vision  of  the 
future.  He  is  a  true  prophet  of  God,  and  it  is 
wonderful  to  go  home  at  night  and  feel  that 
every  decision  he  has  made  has  the  approval 
of  heaven  above. 

I  bear  to  you,  my  brothers  and  sisters,  my 
testimony  that  the  Lord  speaks  to  the  Pres- 
ident constantly.  He  walks  and  He  talks  with 
him,  and  He  guides  and  directs  this  Church. 

President  Moyle  never  ceases  to  be  grateful  to 
his  earthly  father  for  teaching  him  to  work;  for 
disciplining  him  daily;  for  giving  him  an  abiding 
testimony  of  the  divine  Restoration  of  the  Gospel. 
Throughout  his  life  he  has  lived  the  teachings  of 
the  Gospel  as  he  learned  them  from  his  father. 
He  is  obedient  to  those  in  authority.  He  serves 
humbly  and  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  His  life  is  an 
adventure  of  the  spirit. 


(For  Course  9,  lesson  of  November  17,  "A  Leader  Desires  and  Seeks 
a  Testimony";  for  Course  7,  lesson  of  December  29,  "Our  General 
Authorities";  and  of  general  interest.) 

LIBRARY  FILE  REFERENCE:  Moyle,  Henry  D. 


Since  the  above  article  was  written  for  The  Instructor,  President  Henry  Din- 
woody  Moyle  has  been  called  home.  He  died  in  his  sleep  September  18,  1963,  at 
the  age  of  74.  True  to  his  devotion  to  duty,  he  was  making  an  important  business 
trip  to  the  Church  farm  and  ranch  property  near  Orlando,  Florida,  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  -  - 

President  Moyle  was  a  zealous  worker  in  many  phases  of  Church  activity.  As 
a  member  of  the  Council  of  the:  Twelve  and  after  being  called  into  the  First  Presi- 
dency in  1959,  he  devoted  himself  tirelessly  to  every  responsibility  that  came  to 
him.  He  was  a  great  leader  in  Welfare  and  Missionary  programs.  Wherever  his 
presence  was  needed,  he  went  at  once  without  sparing  himself.  Even  after  he  had 
learned  that  his  heart  was  carrying  too  heavy  a  load,  he  hurried  back  to  his  desk 
and  travels  as  soon  as  possible. 

He  was  a  giant  among  men  in  many  fields  —  as  a  student,  an  engineer,  a 
lawyer,  a  teacher,  and  a  genius  in  business  organization  and  management.  He  had 
a  special  love  for  the  Church's  Welfare  Program,  and  he  would  explain  it  to  visitors 
at  every  opportunity.  Whenever  he  could  leave  his  desk,  he  would  take  people  to 
Welfare  Square  and  personally  conduct  them  on  a  tour. 

Because  of  his  great  understanding  of  peopl  e  and  their  problems  and  his  insa- 
tiable interest  in  pushing  forward  the  work  of  God's  Kingdom,  he  will  be  sorely 
missed  throughout  the  Church. 

—  Kenneth  S.Bennion 


A  Message  of  Great  Importance 

A  Flannelboard  Story  by  Edna  Smith  Browne  as  told  to  Marie  F,  Felt 


A  busy,  young  mother  was  vigorously  sweeping 
the  front  steps  of  her  small  frame  house  in  the  little 
Canadian  town  of  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia.  She  had 
heard  the  train  whistle;  and  she  knew  that  within 
the  next  15  minutes  her  husband  and  children  would 
arrive  from  work  and  school,  eager  for  the  hearty 
noon  meal  which  was  simmering  on  the  back  of  the 
wood  range  in  her  cheerful  kitchen.  A  final  swish 
of  the  broom  completed  her  task,  and  she  turned  to 
re-enter  the  house  when  a  quiet  voice  spoke  behind 
her: 

"Ma'am,  could  you  spare  us  just  a  moment?  We 
have  a  message  of  great  importance  to  give  you,"  the 
voice  said. 

She  turned.  Two  young  men  stood  before  her. 
They  explained  that  they  were  Mormon  missionaries 
and  would  like  to  talk  about  their  religion  with  her 
and  her  husband.  She  explained  that  she  was  busy 
at  the  moment;  but  if  they  would  come  back  that 
evening,  when  her  husband  had  returned  from  work, 
they  would  be  welcome. 

That  night  was  one  that  the  Nelson  A.  Smith 
family  would  never  forget.  It  was  the  turning  point 
in  their  lives.  They  talked  with  the  missionaries 
until  the  wee  hours  of  the  morning,  asking  questions 
and  listening  eagerly  to  a  philosophy  of  life  which 
rang  true  and  gave  them — for  the  first  time — 
answers  to  theological  questions  about  which  they 
had  been  puzzled  for  years.  They  had  been  searching 
for  the  truth — floundering  in  clouded  misconceptions 
and  man-made  theories. 

An  infant  daughter  of  a  relative  had  died  after 
living  only  a  day  or  two.  The  authorities  of  the 
church  to  which  they  belonged  would  not  permit  the 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  January  12,  "Baptism,  a  Requirement  for 
Membership";  for  Course  4,  lesson  of  February  2,  "The  Temple  Is  a 
Special  Place";  and  for  lessons  on  missionary  work  and  conversion.) 


baby  to  be  buried  in  the  consecrated  cemetery,  be- 
cause it  had  not  lived  long  enough  to  be  baptized 
and  was  therefore  in  its  "original  sin."  This  had  so 
antagonized  the  young  man  to  whom  the  mission- 
aries were  now  speaking  that  he  had  left  that  church 
and  had  never  gone  back. 

The  Mormon  doctrine  that  babies  are  born  pure 
and  innocent  had  tremendous  appeal  to  him.  Also, 
the  doctrine  of  predestination  for  every  mortal  life 
seemed  untrue;  and  he  readily  accepted  the  Latter- 
day  Saint  belief  of  foreordination.  The  plausible  ex- 
planations the  missionaries  gave  to  the  three  ques- 
tions of  life — "Whence  came  we?  Why  are  we  here? 
Where  do  we  go  after  death?" — pleased  this  young 
couple  very  much.  Also,  the  strong  moral  standards 
and  the  Word  of  Wisdom  struck  responsive  notes. 
Here,  at  last,  were  some  answers  that  made  sense. 

The  missionaries  made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
young  husband  and  his  wife,  but  they  were  not  bap- 
tized members  at  once.  There  were  so  many  ob- 
stacles to  overcome,  beyond  those  of  theology.  The 
Mormon  Church  was  unpopular  in  that  area  in  1930. 
The  number  of  converts  to  the  Church  in  Nova 
Scotia  since  the  turn  of  the  century  could  at  that 
time  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  one  person's  hand. 
Those  few  devoted  souls  who  had  embraced  the  Gos- 
pel in  Nova  Scotia  were  tried  and  tested.  They 
were  ridiculed,  ostracized,  and  even  stoned  for  their 
beliefs.  The  decision  to  become  a  Latter-day  Saint 
in  Nova  Scotia  was  not  an  action  to  be  made  in 
haste. 

The  young  couple  prayed  for  guidance.  Their 
friends  and  even  their  relatives  threatened  to  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  them  if  they  joined  the 
Mormons.  Before  they  decided  for  sure,  these  young 
folks  visited  all  the  other  churches  in  the   town, 
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hoping  that  some  other  denomination  might  be  able 
to  give  them  the  answers  they  had  been  seeking. 
But  always  they  came  back  to  the  missionaries  for 
satisfaction. 

After  many  months  of  diligent,  prayerful  study, 
they  knew  what  they  had  to  do:  they  must  put  their 
trust  in  the  Lord  and  be  confident  that  He  would 
stand  by  them.  In  1933,  they  were  baptized;  and 
two  years  later  their  three  children  also  became 
members. 

Since  that  time  they  have  been  stalwarts — the 
leaders  of  a  small  branch  that  has  grown  so  slowly 
there  is  still  only  a  roomful  of  members.  The  young 
couple  has  found  that  the  Lord  has  blessed  them 
greatly  for  their  devotion.  They  now  know  that  they 
were  wise  to  choose  to  stand  firmly  on  the  Lord's  side. 

In  1949  with  their  children,  now  grown,  they 
traveled  to  Salt  Lake  City  and  were  married  in 
the  Temple  for  time  and  eternity.  Today,  their 
son  is  a  member  of  the  branch  presidency  and 
their  daughter  is  married  to  a  faithful  Latter-day 
Saint  who  holds  the  office  of  high  priest.  They  have 
12  grandchildren  who  are  being  reared  in  the  Church 
— an  eternal  tribute  to  the  courage  of  two  young 
people  who  dared  to  choose  the  right. 


Library   File   Reference:    Converts    (Mormon). 

How  To  Present  The  Flannel  board  Story 

Characters  and  Props  Needed  for  This  Presentation  Are: 

Mrs.  Smith  in  standing  position.  (ML14.) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  seated,  listening  to  the  elders.  (ML15.) 

Two  Mormon  elders.    (ML16.) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.   Smith  kneeling  as  they  pray  for  guidance. 

(ML17.) 
Their  friends  and  relatives.   (ML18.)    (They  show  unkind- 

ness,  intolerance,  and  hatred  in  their  faces  and  actions.) 
Other  members  of  the  Church.   (ML19.)    (The  Smiths  are 

welcomed  as  they  attend  church.  They  are  seated  with 

the  others.) 
The  Smith  children:   two  boys  and  a  girl.  (ML20.)    (They 

are  seen  walking  with  their  parents  toward  the  Temple.) 

Order  of  Episodes: 

Scene  I: 

Scenery:    The    outside   scene    of   the   Smith    home    in 

Nova  Scotia. 
Action:  Mrs.  Smith,  a  young  woman  (ML14)   is  seen 

standing  by  the  porch.    Two  young  elders  (ML16) 

approach  and  speak  to  her. 
Scene  II: 

Scenery:  The  interior  of  a  room  in  the  Smith  home. 
Action:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  (ML15)  are  seen  talking 

earnestly    and   diligently    to   two    young    Mormon 

elders.   (ML16.)    The  principles  of  the  Gospel  are 

being  explained  to  them. 


Scene  III: 

Scenery:   A  bedroom  in  the  Smith  home. 

Action:   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  seen  earnestly  pray- 
ing  (ML17)   to  our  Heavenly  Father.    They  want 
to  know  if  this  is  the  true  Gospel. 
Scene  IV: 

Scenery:  Same  as  Scene  II. 

Action:  The  relatives  and  neighbors  (ML18)  come  to 
visit  the  Smiths.  They  have  heard  that  the  Smiths 
are  going  to  join  the  Mormon  Church.  They  show 
their  intolerance  and  displeasure  upon  learning  the 
news. 

Scene  V: 

Scenery:  The  interior  of  a  building  used  by  the  Mor- 
mons as  a  place  of  worship. 

Action:  The  Smiths  are  welcomed  (ML15.)  They  join 
with  others  (ML19)  for  further  study  of  the  Gospel. 
Scene  VI: 

Scenery:  A  scene  in  Salt  Lake  City,  featuring  the  ex- 
terior of  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 

Action:  Brother  and  Sister  Smith  (ML20)  with  their 
children  are  seen  approaching  the  Temple.  They 
have  come  all  the  way  from  Nova  Scotia  to  re- 
ceive the  blessings  of  being  married  in  the  Temple 
for  time  and  all  eternity,  and  to  have  their  children 
sealed  to  them. 


Scene  1 


Scene  2 


Scene  3 


Scene  4 
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Scene  5 


Scene  6 


LOVE  IS  SERVICE,  TOO 

Our  Cover 

Jesus  said,  "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyself." 

These  sisters  are  demonstrating  that  Christlike 
love.  Notice  the  apparent  feelings  which  exist  between 
them  and  for  their  parents.  The  older  sister  is  demon- 
strating her  affection  by  cautiously  brushing  her 
younger  sister's  hair.  She  seems  to  appreciate  the 
opportunity  to  help.  Her  younger  sister  is  demon- 
strating love  by  remaining  quiet  while  her  hair  is  being 


prepared.  From  that  beaming  expression  on  her  face, 
it  is  also  apparent  that  she  is  enjoying  this  experience. 
Both  girls  are  showing  love  for  their  parents  by 
making  the  job  of  preparation  easier  on  Mother.  They 
undoubtedly  have  heard  of  the  commandment  to 
".  .  .  love  thy  neighbour  .  .  .  ,"  and  they  wish  to  do 
their  part. 

— Richard  E.  Scholle. 

Course  1,  lessons  of  November  3,  "When  I  Came  To  Live 
with  My  Family,"  of  November  17,  "I  Came  To  Live  in  a 
Family,"  of  November  24,  "There  Is  Love  in  My  Family  for 
Me,"  of  December  29,  "Jesus  Taught  Us  To  Love";  for  Course 
la,  lesson  of  December  15,  "We  Grow  Bigger." 
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THE    INSTRUCTOR 


Habits  of  Today 
Build  the  Person 

of  Tomorrow 

by  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


THERE  are  habits  that  build  strong  characters 
and  fine  leadership. 
There  are  habits  that  lead  to  slothfulness,  care- 
lessness, and  prevent  one  from  achieving  leadership 
skills. 

How  would  you  rate  the  habit  of  Sunday  School 
attendance,  which  is  described  in  the  following  letter 
from  one  of  our  strong  Sunday  School  General  Board 
members? 

Dear  Brother  Boyd  0.  Hatch: 

While  attending  Stake  Conference  in  West  Utah 
Stake,  I  was  introduced  to  Sister  Vinnie  Anderson, 
Provo  Eleventh  Ward,  who  has  a  perfect  record  of 
attendance  at  Sunday  School  for  31  years. 

I  call  this  to  your  attention  for  use  in  The  In- 
structor if  you  wish. 

Yours  truly, 

Lorna  C.  Alder. 

Sister  Anderson's  habit  of  regular  attendance  at 
Sunday  School  is  a  wonderful  example.  What  a 
wonderful  record!  How  many  Sunday  School  teach- 
ers, officers,  or  students  have  similar  records? 

My  father  was  bishop  of  the  Springville  Third 
Ward  for  23  years.  Always  he  had  a  bishop's  meet- 
ing and  had  to  leave  early  each  Sunday  morning. 
Also,  Prince,  our  trustworthy,  white  horse,  was 
hitched  to  our  two-seated  buggy  so  that  he  could 
take  Mother  and  the  children  to  Sunday  School,  two 
miles  distant.  I  do  not  remember  a  time  from  1892 
to  1906,  when  I  went  away  to  college,  that  Mother 
did  not  take  us  and  a  load  of  neighbor  children 
(picked  up  along  the  way  and  often  as  many  as  20) 
to  Sunday  School.  It  was  her  habit  to  go  and  take 
us,  which  made  Sunday  School  attendance  habitual 
with  us. 

Good  habits  are  a  wonderful  asset  for  develop- 
ing leadership  in  any  field.     The  habit  of  paying 


tithing  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month  is  a  splen- 
did habit  and  one  that  keeps  us  close  to  the  Lord. 

The  habit  of  reading  the  assignments  in  our  Sun- 
day School  manual  each  week  at  some  particular 
time  is  another  fine  habit.  Punctuality  is  another 
commendable  habit.  If  every  one  had  that  habit, 
there  would  be  no  wasted  time,  and  the  order  and 
reverence  in  Sunday  School  would  be  vastly  im- 
proved. 

If  superintendents  could  depend  upon  thorough 
preparation  and  response  to  2 ^-minute  talks,  how 
much  more  enjoyable  these  would  be  to  the  audience 
and  how  much  more  growth  to  those  giving  them! 
The  habit  of  immediate  and  thorough  preparation 
is  bound  to  be  a  strong  developer  of  character.  The 
habit  of  putting  off  the  preparation  of  a  lesson  or  a 
talk  is  a  slothful  habit,  and  one  which  greatly  dis- 
counts a  person's  leadership  ability. 

The  habit  of  immediately  getting  to  the  job  at 
hand,  and  of  thorough  organization,  is  a  much-ap- 
preciated leadership  ability. 

The  other  day,  a  General  Board  member  came 
to  report  a  conference  which  he  had  been  assigned 
to  attend  in  California.  It  seems  that  this  stake  was 
undergoing  a  reorganization.  The  stake  president 
wanted  particular  and  suitable  persons  to  be  present 
at  every  meeting  of  the  conference.  At  the  Satur- 
day and  early  Sunday  meetings  these  persons  were 
present;  and,  on  Sunday,  in  a  well-ordered  very  few 
minutes,  the  stake  president  had  each  of  these  per- 
sons quickly  sustained  so  that  the  business  of  the 
conference  could   go  on  unhampered. 

The  board  member  was  impressed  with  the 
thoroughness  and  dispatch  of  this  reorganization. 

That  stake  president's  leadership  ability  came  as 
a  result  of  habits  formed  in  his  earlier  life  of  quickly 
getting  at  the  job  at  hand,  and  organizing  to  solve 
his  problems. 


(For  general  reading;    and   for  officers   and   teachers    in   Church 
organizations.) 
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Superintendents 


A  General  Handbook 
of  Instructions 


All  superintendents  will  want  to 
be  mindful  of  the  existence  of  a 
general  handbook  of  instructions 
issued  under  the  direction  of  the 
First  Presidency  for  the  guidance 
of  stake  and  ward  officers. 

In  1963  there  was  issued  what  is 
called  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  General 
Handbook  of  Instructions,  No.  19. 
This  handbook  was  designed  prim- 
arily to  encourage  uniform  proce- 
dures and  harmony  in  operating 
stakes  and  wards. 

The  First  Presidency  has  sug- 
gested that  adherence  to  the  sug- 
gestions and  recommendations, 
proposed  as  the  program  of  the 
Church,  will  greatly  assist  stake 
presidencies,  high  councilmen,  and 
bishoprics  in  carrying  forward 
their  many  responsibilities. 

All  other  handbooks  including 
the  handbook  of  the  Sunday 
School  are  auxiliary  to  the  General 
Handbook  of  Instructions  issued 
by  the  First  Presidency. 

So  that  stake  and  ward  Sunday 
School  officers  may  better  inform 
themselves  concerning  the  General 
Handbook  of  Instructions  of  the 
Church,  an  index  to  the  subjects 
touching  upon  Sunday  School  op- 
erations follows: 

Matters  pertaining  to  auxiliary 
organization  may  be  referred  di- 
rectly to  the  organization  con- 
cerned, page  7. 

All  stake  work  under  supervi- 
sion of  stake  presidency,  page  8. 

Duty  of  stake  clerk  to  forward 
Sunday  School  records  to  Church 
Historian's  Office,  page  17.  Nom- 
ination, appointment,  and  setting 
apart  of  stake  Sunday  School 
board  members,  page  17.  Sunday 
School  Handbook  to  be  obtained 
directly  from  Sunday  School,  page 


17.  Sunday  Schools  not  to  close 
on  day  of  stake  conference,  page 
18. 

Members  attending  stake  con- 
ference are  excused  from  Sunday 
School,  page  18.  Sunday  School 
roll  books  not  to  be  sent  to  Church 
Historian's  Office,  page  20.  Com- 
pleted records  not  to  remain  in 
homes  of  members,  page  21.  In- 
strumental numbers  limited  to  or- 
gan, piano,  and  string  instruments, 
page  28.  Sunday  School  chorister 
and  organist  members  of  ward 
music  committee,  page  29.  Con- 
gregational singing  the  basis  of 
music  program,  page  30.  Innova- 
t  i  o  n  s  preceding  o  r  following 
prayers  not  approved,  page  30.  No 
music  during  the  passing  of  the 
sacrament,  page  31.  Records  of  de- 
pendent branches  incorporated  in 
ward  or  branch  on  which  they  are 
dependent,  page  39.  Records  of  in- 
dependent branches  go  to  stake 
officers. 

Ward  bishopric  to  supervise  the 
Sunday  School,  page  41.  Ward 
bishopric  to  hold  ward  auxiliary 
organization  conferences,  page  42. 
In  absence  of  ward  bishopric,  bish- 
op should  appoint  a  worthy  person 
responsible  for  the  sacrament, 
page  43. 

Sunday  School  officers  to  be  set 
apart,  page  43.  Sunday  School 
teachers  may  be  set  apart,  if  de- 
sired, page  43.  Sacrament  meet- 
ings may  be  held  either  Sunday 
afternoon  or  evening,  page  46. 
Sacrament  meeting  not  to  imme- 
diately follow  Sunday  School,  ex- 
cept on  Fast  Day,  page  46. 

Uniformity  in  dress  of  deacons 
passing  sacrament  not  desirable, 
page  47.  Particular  posture  ac- 
tions while  passing  the  sacrament 
not  recommended,  page  47.  Com- 


plete and  formal  opening  and  clos- 
ing between  Sunday  School  and 
sacrament  meeting  on  Fast  Day, 
page  49.  No  Church  meetings 
should  be  held  in  conflict  with  the 
priesthood  meeting,  page  50.  Bish- 
op to  hold  monthly  meeting  with 
ward  officers,  page  50.  Monthly 
auxiliary  preparation  meetings  to 
be  held  regularly,  page  51.  Forms 
for  sustaining  ward  officers  and 
teachers  obtainable  from  Presiding 
Bishopric's  Office,  page  51.  Regu- 
lar Sunday  School  classes  properly 
held  during  ward  conferences, 
page  52.  Prayers  to  be  brief  and 
to  incorporate  sacred  form  of  per- 
sonal pronoun,  page  52.  Stake  bud- 
gets should  include  needs  of  all 
auxiliary  organizations,  page  102. 
Ward  budgets  can  include  Sunday 
School  supplies,  hymn  books,  Sun- 
day School  budget  fund,  Mother's 
Day  souvenirs,  page  103.  Expenses 
of  officers  and  teachers  for  class 
socials  not  included  in  ward  bud- 
get, page  103.  •  Subscriptions  to 
Church  magazines  not  included  in 
ward  budget,  page  104.  Auxiliary 
organizations  to  consult  with  bish- 
opric on  ward  budget,  page  104. 
Meetinghouses  not  to  be  used  for 
the  sale  of  books,  page  123. 

Recording  sermons  of  General 
Authorities  at  stake  conferences 
not  permitted  without  consent, 
page  124.  Publicizing  activities  of 
the  Sunday  School  encouraged, 
page  124.  Proper  order  of  group 
prayers,  page  125. 

Should  superintendents  need 
further  information  regarding 
these  subjects,  they  should  contact 
their  stake  president  or  ward 
bishop. 

— Superintendent 
Lynn  S.  Richards. 
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Answers  to  Your  Questions 


What  Per  Cent  of  Stakes  Use  Plan  I? 

Q.  What  per  cent  of  the  stakes  in  the  Church 
use  Plan  I  for  stake  organization? 

— Regional  Conference. 

A.  Seventy-five  and  four-tenth  per  cent  of  the 
stakes  are  under  Plan  I.  The  principal  advantage 
of  Plan  I  is  the  personal  visits  made  by  the  stake 
board  member  to  the  teacher  desiring  help.  These 
calls  are  made  during  the  week  at  a  time  mutually 
agreeable.  By  these  visits  the  inspiration  and  ex- 
perience of  a  wise  teacher  helps  the  new  and  in- 
experienced teacher  on  his  way  to  better  Gospel 
teaching. 


Does  Taking  the  Sacrament  Break  the  Fast? 

Q.  Is  partaking  of  the  sacrament  in  Sunday 
School  in  the  morning  breaking  the  fast  when  fast 
meeting  comes  in  the  afternoon? — San  Mateo  Stake. 

A.  The  First  Presidency,  in  their  letter  ad- 
dressed to  all  presidents  of  stakes  and  bishops  of 
wards  dated  Jan.  20,  1959,  suggests  that  only  in 
those  cases  where  fast  meeting  follows  immediately 
after  the  Sunday  School  should  the  sacrament  in 
Sunday  School  be  omitted.  (See  Handbook,  page 
89.)  We  know  of  no  suggestion  by  the  First  Pres- 
idency that  the  partaking  of  the  sacrament  in 
Sunday  School  on  fast  Sunday  is  breaking  the  fast. 
— Superintendent  Lynn  S.  Richards. 


Memorized  Recitations 

for  Jan.  5,1964 

To  be  memorized  by  students  in 
Courses  10  and  16  during  Novem- 
ber and  December,  and  recited  in 
the  worship  service  January  5 
(taken  from  A  Uniform  System  for 
Teaching  Inves  tiga  tors ) . 

Course  10: 

(This  scripture  applies  to  bap- 
tism and  the  Holy  Ghost,  indicat- 
ing that  baptism  alone  is  not  com- 
plete.) 

"Now  when  the  apostles  which 
were  at  Jerusalem  heard  that  Sa- 
maria had  received  the  word  of 
God,  they  sent  unto  them  Peter 
and  John:  who,  when  they  were 


come  down,  prayed  for  them,  that 
they  might  receive  the  Holy  Ghost: 
(for  as  yet  he  was  fallen  upon  none 
of  them:  only  they  were  baptized 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.) 
Then  laid  they  their  hands  on 
them,  and  they  received  the  Holy 
Ghost."  —Acts  8:14-17. 

Course  16: 

(This  scripture  applies  to  the 
Atonement  of  Christ.) 

"For  since  by  man  came  death, 
by  man  came  also  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead.  For  as  in  Adam  all 
die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be 
made  alive." 

— /  Corinthians  15:21,  22. 


Coming  Events 

Dec.  22,  1963 
Christmas  Worship  Service 

•  •  • 

Jan.  5, 1964 

Pupil 

Advancement; 

New  Courses  Begin 


•   •  • 


Jan.  19, 1964 
"100-per-cent"  Sunday 

•  •  • 

Mar.  29,  1964 
Easter  Service 
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The  Saviour  used  common,  easy -to- understand  examples  of 
life  in  the  Holy  Land  to  illustrate  important  teachings  of 
the  Gospel.    The  wise  teacher  of  today,  in  seeking  to  have 


an  influence  upon  his  students  to  change  their  way  of  living 
to  the  better  way,  can  use  simple,  true-to-life  experiences 
involving  picnics,  movies,  airplanes,  cars,  and  many  others. 


Teach  According  To 
Their  Own  Understanding 


Teacher  Improvement  Concept: 

Teach  according  to  the  understanding  and  ex- 
perience of  the  age  group  with  which  you  work. 

Gospel  Concept-. 

Keep  the  Sabbath  day  holy. 

The  greatest  Teacher  of  all  time  taught  by  ex- 
ample— not  only  by  the  perfect  life  He  lived,  but 
by  referring  to  the  life  experiences  of  people  around 
Him. 

To  those  who  understood  about  the  tilling  of 
the  soil  and  the  planting  of  seed,  He  told  the  parable 
of  the  four  soils.  Describing  the  various  types  of 
soil  where  the  seeds  might  fall,  Jesus  painted  word 
pictures  of  actual  conditions.  He  likened  the  types  of 
ground  to  the  types  of  souls  who  receive  the  seeds 
of  the  Gospel.  Those  whose  hearts  were  fertile  and 
rich  with  the  spirit  of  humility  and  love  for  God, 
gladly  received  the  words  He  spoke,  because  He 
taught  them  according  to  their  own  understanding. 

Today,  we  should  also  teach  according  to  the 
understanding  of  the  age  group  we  instruct.  For  ex- 
ample, if  we  wish  to  teach  young  people  the  import- 
ance of  keeping  the  Sabbath  day  holy,  and  of 
attending  their  meetings,  we  may  cite  a  simple,  true- 
to-life  experience,  such  as  that  of  Doug,  a  priest. 

He  says,  "Two  weeks  ago  I  enjoyed  one  of  the 
happiest  and  most  spiritual  nights  of  my  life  in  sac- 

(For  teaching  observance  of  the  Sabbath  day  to  youth,  especially; 
and  for  Gospel  teachers  at  all  levels.) 


rament  meeting.  The  service  was  a  missionary  fare- 
well. The  bishop  had  asked  the  parents  to  speak 
first.  When  it  came  time  for  the  father  to  speak,  he 
confessed  to  the  ward  that  he  had  not  lived  right- 
eously for  the  past  ten  years.  He  said,  'Brothers 
and  sisters,  I'm  sorry  to  say  that  I  have  taken  up 
the  habit  of  smoking;  but  I  want  to  say  to  all  of  you 
that  if  God  will  give  me  the  strength  to  be  worthy 
of  my  son,  I  will  never  touch  another  cigarette.' 

"When  the  new  elder  got  to  his  feet,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  was  so  strong  that  everyone  present 
could  feel  it.  There  was  not  a  dry  eye  in  the  whole 
audience.  He  became  so  touched  with  the  spirit 
that  although  he  was  smiling  there  were  tears  rolling 
down  his  cheeks.    He  bore  a  beautiful  testimony. 

"Each  Sunday,"  says  Doug,  "I've  noticed  that  I 
have  gained  something  special  from  attending  sacra- 
ment meeting." 

Another  teen-ager  experiences  a  carry-over  of 
the  Sabbath  day  spirit  into  the  rest  of  the  week. 
She  says,  "I  feel  it  is  very  important  to  attend  Sun- 
day School  and  sacrament  meeting.  When  I  am  sick 
or  not  able  to  attend  my  meetings,  I  feel  a  letdown 
throughout  the  whole  week.  When  I  attend  my 
meetings,  I  feel  like  the  Lord  helps  me  and  watches 
over  me  the  remainder  of  the  week.  I  feel  it  is  im- 
portant to  keep  the  Lord's  day  holy,  because  it  is 
His  day,  and  I  have  no  right  to  use  it  as  my  day." 

Recently,  when  explaining  this  same  idea — the 
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Teacher  Improvement  Lesson  for  January,  1961*  ...  by  Monte  C.  Scoville* 


Sabbath  day  belongs  to  the  Lord — to  a  teen-age 
boy,  I  used  the  following  analogy  of  ownership  to 
put  the  point  over: 

"What  does  it  mean  when  I  tell  you  this  is  my 
car?"  I  asked  him. 

He  replied,  "You  own  it." 

"That's  right.  And  that  means  that  I  have  the 
right  to  drive  it  as  I  please  within  the  limits  of  reason 
and  the  law,  doesn't  it?" 

He  nodded  assent. 

"Now  what  rights  do  you  have  to  the  car,  other 
than  those  I  give  you?  Can  you  get  into  it  and 
drive  it  whenever  you  want  to?" 

He  shook  his  head  and  replied,  "No." 

"Why  not?"  I  asked. 

"Because  it's  not  mine,"  the  boy  answered. 

"If  I  let  you  take  my  car,  should  you  only  use 
it  as  I  tell  you?" 

"Yes." 

"What  would  happen  if  you  took  my  car  and 
drove  it  any  old  time  and  way  without  my  permis- 
sion?" 

"I  guess  I'd  be  arrested  and  put  in  jail,"  he  re- 
plied. 

"That's  the  way  the  law  deals  with  us,  isn't  it? 
Now  what  about  the  things  the  Lord  owns?  Take 
the  Sabbath  day,  for  example.  He  has  declared: 
'Six  days  shalt  thou  labor,  and  do  all  thy  work:  but 
the  seventh  .  .  .  thou  shalt  not  do  any  work.  .  .  .' 
(Exodus  20:9,  10.)  This  day  of  the  Sabbath  is  the 
Lord's  day.  So  He  has  the  right  to  tell  us  how  we 
should  use  it,  doesn't  he?" 

"If  you  put  it  that  way,  I  guess  He  does,"  he 
replied  thoughtfully. 

"Now,  how  has  He  told  us  to  use  His  day?"  I 
asked. 

"By  going  to  our  meetings  and  praying,"  he 
admitted. 

"Yes,  and  by  doing  only  those  things  which  give 
us  rest  and  build  us  up  spiritually,"  I  added. 

He  listened  with  interest  as  I  explained  a  few 
other  ideas,  and  then  he  said:  "I  never  thought 
about  it  in  that  way  before.  I  guess  we  should  keep 
the  Lord's  day  holy." 

Using  simple  analogies,  such  as  this  one,  can  be 
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very  helpful  in  bringing   understanding   to   young 
people. 

Another  example  of  the  deeper  thoughts  of  a 
teen-ager  comes  from  Betty.  She  explains  how  her 
parents  help  her  to  spend  a  lovely  Sabbath  day.  She 
writes:  "I'm  very  grateful  that  my  parents  have 
taught  me  to  observe  the  Sabbath  day.  I  spend  my 
Sunday  most  of  the  time  with  my  family.  After 
my  father  returns  from  priesthood  in  the  morning, 
I  go  with  him  to  Sunday  School.  In  the  afternoon, 
many  times  I  read  a  few  scriptures  or  an  article  in 
.  .  .  our  Church  publications.  Later  my  family  and 
I  go  to  Church.  When  we  return  from  sacrament 
service,  we  usually  kneel  down  together  and  have 
family  prayer.  In  the  evening,  we  visit  or  stay 
home  if  there  are  not  any  other  Church  meetings 
or  activities  to  attend." 

When  you  work  closely  with  young  people,  you 
understand  that  they  have  to  make  choices  on  Sun- 
day. Some  ask  themselves,  "Should  I  go  to  Church 
today  or  go  for  a  ride  in  the  car  with  the  gang? 
Should  I  go  to  a  show  or  attend  fireside?  Should 
I  study  on  Sunday  or  go  to  Sunday  School?" 

How  will  you,  their  teachers,  help  them  to  make 
the  right  decisions? 

Perhaps  using  the  experience  of  Lillian  may  help. 
She  says:  "I  was  quite  loaded  with  homework  one 
weekend  and  was  tempted  to  do  it  on  Sunday,  in- 
stead of  Saturday  night.  I  pondered  this  over  in  my 
mind  and  finally  decided  to  forego  one  of  the  ac- 
tivities planned  for  Saturday  and  study  instead. 
I  still  didn't  feel  prepared  to  take  the  school  tests, 
but  on  Sunday  I  attended  my  meetings  and  fire- 
sides anyway.  Monday,  when  I  took  the  tests,  I 
did  better  than  ever  before.  I  am  so  thankful  for 
my  many  blessings,  and  I  know  the  Lord  helped  me 
by  my  keeping  His  day  holy." 

Using  practical,  everyday  illustrations  as  spring- 
boards to  interesting  discussions  in  your  classes  will 
add  life  to  your  lessons.  Besides  this,  you  will  help 
young  people  to  understand  how  to  live  better  lives. 
Then  you  will  be  teaching  as  the  Master  did — 
according  to  their  own  understanding. 


*  Brother    Scoville    is    principal    of   Kearns    Junior    High    School 
Seminary  in  Salt  Lake  County,  Utah,  and  heads  missionary  work  in 
the  Kearns  North  Stake. 
Library  File  Reference:    Sabbath  Day. 
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A  MIGHTY  FORTRESS 

IS  OUR  GOD" 

Senior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for  the  Month  of  February 


"A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God"; 
author  and  composer,  Martin  Lu- 
ther; Hymns  —  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  No.  3. 

This  very  important  hymn  has 
been  selected  three  times  in  recent 
years  for  special  attention  at  our 
Sunday  School  hymn  practices. 
For  the  previous  articles  relating  to 
this  hymn  see  the  issues  of  The 
Instructor  for  January,  1963;  De- 
cember, 1957;  and  May,  1955.  Let 
us  go  on  then  to  explore  other 
facets  of  interest. 

"A  Mighty  Fortress"  is  not  only 
a  hymn,  in  the  present-day  sense, 
but  is  more  usually  referred  to  as  a 
choral,  that  being  the  designation 
given  to  the  hymn  tunes  of  the  Ger- 
man Protestant  Church.  The  pres- 
ent selection  is  quite  generally  ac- 
claimed as  the  finest  and  greatest 
of  all  German  chorales.  It  was 
the  "battle  hymn"  of  the  Reforma- 
tion just  as  our  "Come,  Come,  Ye 
Saints"  was  the  rallying  song  of 
our  westward  Pioneers. 

This  Luther  chorale  was  intend- 
ed to  be  sung  in  unison  by  the  con- 
gregation, the  organ  playing  what- 
ever harmonies  the  organist  would 
care  to  improvise.  For  centuries 
this  chorale  has  been  published  in 
hymnbooks  with  the  melody  line 
only.  Recently,  mostly  in  America, 
such  hymn  melodies  have  appeared 
with  harmonization.  There  is  some- 
thing very  powerful  and  unifying 
to  a  hymn  tune,  or  a  chorale,  when 
it  is  sung  in  unison.  It  then  takes 
on  the  strength  of  the  expression, 
"One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  bap- 
tism. .  .  ,"  (Ephesians  4:5)  and 
one  hymn  tune.   In   the  Harvard 


Dictionary  of  Music  we  read:  "The 
publishing  of  hymn  melodies  in 
four-part  arrangements  has  been 
detrimental  to  congregational  sing- 
ing. The  best  hymn  tunes  are  gen- 
erally within  the  range  of  the  aver- 
age voice,  but  many  worshipers 
prefer  to  indulge  in  a  modest  tonal 
excursion  which,  they  hope,  and 
perhaps  believe,  is  a  rendition  of 
the  alto,  tenor,  or  bass  part.  If 
congregations  could  be  induced  to 
unite  on  the  melody  and  leave  the 
harmony  to  the  organ,  the  vigor 
and  assured  quality  of  hymn  sing- 
ing would  miraculously  increase." 

The  editor  of  the  Pilgrim  Hym- 
nal, which  appeared  in  1958  says: 
"To  encourage  the  singing  of 
hymns  in  unison,  tunes  have  been 
set  in  as  low  a  key  as  is  practicable, 
so  as  to  bring  the  melody  within 
the  range  of  men's  voices."  Such 
important  melodies  as  "The  Star- 
spangled  Banner"  and  the  recently 
popular  "God  Bless  America"  are 
always  sung  in  unison  despite  their 
rather  wide  ranges. 

In  the  preface  to  The  Oxford 
American  Hymnal,  we  read:  "The 
congregation  should  regularly  sing 
the  hymns  in  unison." 

The  German  chorale  melodies 
are  stately  in  style.  The  following 
numbers  in  our  hymnbook  are  such 
melodies:  61,  120,  146,  235,  239. 
By  more  recent  composers,  we  have 
many  hymn  tunes  in  the  style  of 
the  chorale,  one  of  which  is  the 
well-known  "Sweet  Is  the  Work," 
No.  168,  music  by  John  J.  Mc- 
Clellan. 

One    frequently    hears    of    the 


"Bach  Chorales,"  as  though  he  had 
written  them.  In  fact,  Johann  Se-  y 
bastian  Bach  did  not  write  any  |  ^" 
choral  melodies.  What  he  did  was 
take  the  melodies  of  other,  mostly 
older,  composers  and  give  them 
harmonizations  of  rich  adornment; 
and  these  were  usually  put  into 
higher  pitches  to  be  sung  by  pro- 
fessional choirs  for  special  occa- 
sions. 

The  harmonization  of  our  pres- 
ent hymn  was  done  by  the  great 
Bach.  Its  three  lower  parts  should 
be  used  only  by  the  organist,  or  by 
a  choir  when  it  is  singing  alone 
without  a  congregation. 

When  we  speak  of  singing  in 
unison,  in  practice  we  must  mean 
singing  in  octaves;  that  is,  the  men 
sing  an  octave  lower  than  the  wom- 
en. Such  singing  in  octaves  has  a 
special  technical  name:  "Magadi- 
zing." 

Let  us  put  this  chorale  then  into 
the  comfortable  key  of  "C"  for  the 
congregation  and  accompany  it  in 
six  parts  by  the  piano  or  organ. 
The  fifth  part  will  be  the  magadi- 
zing lower  octave  of  the  melody, 
and  the  sixth  part  the  suboctave 
of  the  bass.  On  a  piano,  the  right 
hand  will  play  four  parts :  the  mel-  r 

ody,  alto,  tenor,  and  melody  an 
octave  lower;  the  left  hand  will 
play  the  bass  line  at  one  octave  ,  , 
lower.  This  procedure  is  illustra- 
ted in  the  accompanying  transpo- 
sition. This  method  can  be  adapted 
for  use  with  any  hymn  melody. 
The  result  is  majestic. 

— Alexander  Schreiner. 

(The  hymn  for  February,  1964,  will  be  "God 
of  Our  Fathers,"  Hymns,  No.  54.) 
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A  MIGHTY  FORTRESS 


Martin  Luther 

with  great  dignity 
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January  Sacrament  Gems 

For  Senior  Sunday  School  For  Junior  Sunday  School 

".  .  .  Choose  you  this  day  whom         Jesus  said:  ".  .  .  And  if  ye  do 

ye  will  serve;  but  as  for  me  and  always  remember  me  ye  shall  have 

my  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord."1  my  Spirit  to  be  with  you."2 


1  Joshua  24:15. 


*3  Nephi  18:7. 


Organ  Music  to  Accompany  January  Sacrament  Gems 
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Junior  Sunday  School  Hymn  for 
the  Month  of  January 

"Sweet  Is  the  Work,  My  God, 
My  King";  author,  Issac  Watts; 
composer,  John  J.  McClellan;  The 
Children  Sing,  No.  27. 

"Sweet  Is  the  Work,  My  God, 
My  King"  is  one  of  the  most  be- 
loved hymns  of  the  Church.  Its 
verse,  set  to  a  different  melody, 
was  included  in  the  first  collection 
of  Latter-day  Saint  hymns  made 
by  Emma  Smith,  the  wife  of  the 
Prophet.  Those  who  truly  love  our 
Heavenly  Father  and  try  to  live 
the  principles  he  has  set  forth  ex- 
perience happiness  and  joy  in 
praising  and  giving  thanks  to  Him. 

The  text  of  this  beautiful  hymn 
of  praise  was  set  to  music  by  John 
J.  McClellan,  a  former  tabernacle 
organist.  He  was  called  to  that 
position  in  1900  at  the  age  of  26. 
In  that  capacity  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  First  Presidency 
of  the  Church,  Brother  McClellan 
inaugurated  the  plan  of  free  organ 
recitals  every  day  of  the  week, 
which  has  continued  ever  since. 

This  hymn  is  sung  in  Senior 
Sunday  School,  at  sacrament  meet- 
ings, and  at  other  Church  gather- 
ings. Consequently,  many  of  the 
small  boys  and  girls  may  be  fam- 
iliar with  the  melody  and  some  of 
the  words. 

It  is  important  that  children 
know  the  message  of  the  text.  In 
this  hymn,  they  are  familiar  with 
many  of  the  words  that  tell  of 
praise  and  thanks  to  our  Heavenly 
Father,  but  not  with  the  vocabu- 
lary used  in  some  of  the  phrases. 
For  example,  "Heavenly  Father"  is 
used  and  understood  by  small 
children  in  Junior  Sunday  School, 
but  not  in  relation  to  the  words 
"God"  and  "King."     - 

Teach  the  hymn,  giving  a  general 
explanation  of  the  message.  When 
children  are  older,  they  will  under- 
stand its  full  meaning. 

(Concluded  on  page  411.) 
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First  in  a  series  of  twelve  articles  to  support  the  Gospel  Doctrine  course 

JESUS   THE  CHRIST 

by  Lowell  L.  Bennion* 


OUR   STUDY  OF    "JESUS   THE   CHRIST" 

Lesson  1,  Jan.  5, 1964 

THE  text  for  study  in  1964  in  the  Gospel  Doc- 
trine class  of  the  Sunday  School  is  Dr.  James 
E.  Talmage's  Jesus  the  Christ.1  'This  book  was  writ- 
ten nearly  fifty  years  ago  under  appointment  from 
the  First  Presidency  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  and  was  approved  by  them  and 
by  the  Council  of  the  Twelve.  It  has  become  a 
Mormon  classic,  beloved  by  Latter-day  Saints  for  its 
beauty  of  language,  richness  of  content,  and  its  lofty 
and  inspiring  subject  matter. 

It  is  fitting  that  we,  as  adults,  including  many 
husbands  and  their  wives,  should  meet  together 
each  Sunday  morning,  leisurely  and  in  a  spirit  of 
study  and  worship — without  the  pressure  of  any 
other  work — to  devote  ourselves  to  a  study  of  this 
significant  book.  It  is  a  work  of  such  quality,  and 
it  deals  with  a  subject  of  such  importance  that  we 
can  return  to* it  again  and  again  and  discover  new 
meaning.  The  book  remains  the  same,  but  we 
change;  we  pass  through  sorrow  and  suffering;  and 
we  find  new  joys.  Out  of  this  enriched  experience, 
we  discover  new  meanings  in  the  same  book. 

Our  study  this  year  is  going  to  take  us  beyond 
the  study  of  a  single  book.  Elder  Talmage  based  his 
writing  mainly  on  the  scriptures,  particularly  on  the 
gospels  in  the  New.  Testament  which  portray  the  life 
of  Jesus  Christ  briefly,  but  with  artistry  and  con- 
viction. We,  too,  shall  be  led  back  to  the  original 
sources. 

However,  our  main  purpose  will  be  neither  a 
study  of  Brother  Talmage's  work  nor  of  the  gospels. 
These  are  but  means  to  an  end,  the  vehicles  by  which 
we  seek  our  goal.  Our  study  this  year  is  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Himself — His  life,  His  teachings,  and  His 
mission  among  men.  We  would  come  to  know  Him 
more  fully  for  He  is  the  head  of  our  Church,  the 
chief  cornerstone  of  our  faith.  We  belong  to  His 
Church,  bear  witness  to  His  Gospel,  and  aspire  to 
be  His  disciples. 

Even  the  study  of  Jesus  Christ,  Himself,  is  not 
our  ultimate  goal  this  year.  We  wish  to  go  beyond 
study  and  come  into  a  new  relationship  with  our 
Lord  and  Saviour.  We  seek  His  companionship,  the 
sweet  influence  of  His  Holy  Spirit.  We  would  that 
under  this  influence,  our  lives  might  change,  that 


(For  Course  26,  lessons  of  January  5,  12,  19,  and  26.  "Orientation," 
"From  Sunshine  to  Shadow,"  and  "Jesus  Again  in  Jerusalem.") 

iTalmage,  James  E.,  Jesus  the  Christ,  1962  edition;  Deseret  Book 
Company,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;   pages  378-792. 


we  might  find  new  goals,  establish  finer  relations 
with  loved  ones,  associates,  and  mankind;  and  that 
the  quality  of  our  faith,  repentance,  humility,  and 
love  might  improve. 

Devils  know  and  profess  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ. 
Men  everywhere,  and  through  the  ages,  have  paid 
lip  service  to  Him  and  have  given  evidence  in  brick 
and  stone,  in  ritual  and  ceremony,  in  song  and 
prayer,  of  some  interest  in  Him.  But  He  has  wanted 
something  more  than  this.   He  would  have  us: 

.  .  .  Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  His 
righteousness.  (Matthew  6:33.) 

.  .  .  Feed  my  lambs  .  .  .  Feed  my  sheep.  (John 
21:15,16.) 

.  .  .  Love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  (Mat- 
thew  22:37.) 

And  .  .  .  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.  (Matthew 

22:39.) 

.  .  .  Witness  unto  thee,  O  God,  the  Eternal 
Father,  that  they  are  willing  to  take  upon  them  the 
name  of  thy  Son,  and  always  remember  Him,  and 
keep  His  commandments  which  He  has  given  them, 
that  they  may  always  have  His  Spirit  to  be  with 
them.  .  .  .  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  20:77.) 

What  do  these  things  mean?  How  can  we,  in 
our  own  lives  and  in  this  precarious  hour  of  human 
history,  learn  to  understand  and  live  as  Jesus  Christ 
would  have  us  live?  This  is  our  task  this  year  as 
we  reflect  upon  Jesus  the  Christ. 

In  order  to  assess  our  present  relationship  to  the 
Saviour,  let  each  one  of  us  ask  ourselves  some  ques- 
tions and  answer  them  only  after  a  moment  or  two 
of  reflection: 

1.  "In  what  do  I  have  faith  because  of  my  faith 
in  Christ?" 

(Let  a  number  of  class  members,  each  in  turn, 
name  one  thing  and  illustrate  and  elaborate 
the  point  somewhat.) 

2.  "Wherein  do  I  fall  woefully  short  of  my  pro- 
fessed Christian  discipleship?" 

(Name  one  area  and  illustrate.) 

3.  "In  seeking  to  build  a  closer  and  more  genu- 
ine relationship  to  my  Saviour,  what  things 

stand  in  the  way?" 

4.  "How  do  I  'always  remember  Him,'  as  I  bear 
witness  each  Sunday  that  I  do?" 

Suggestions   for    Study: 

The  course  of  study  for  1964  begins  with  Chapter  24  in 
Jesus  the  Christ.  We  suggest  that  class  members  and  teach- 
ers who  have  not  already  done  so,  go  back  and  read  Elder 


406 


THE     INSTRUCTOR 


From  birth  to  manhood,  Jesus  prepared  for  His  ministry. 

Talmage's  book  from  the  beginning.  In  this  way  we  will 
study  the  Saviour's  life  and  teachings  in  the  context  of 
eternity;  we  will  know  Him  in  His  humanity  and  divinity. 
It  will  also  be  helpful  and  inspiring  to  read  the  gospels  in 
the  New  Testament  and  in  3  Nephi  in  the  Book  of  Mormon 
Each  tells  the  story  of  Jesus  in  its  own  original  and  precious 
way. 

Each  chapter  in  Elder  Talmage's  work,  telling  as 
it  does  of  the  moving  and  eventful  life  of  the  Saviour, 
is  rich  and  varied  in  content,  containing  a  number  of 
themes.  It  will  be  impossible  to  treat  them  all.  Let 
us  guard  against  getting  sidetracked  talking  about 
unknown,  mysteries,  and  things  that  "lead  not  to 
edification." 

The  story  is  told  of  a  brother  who  began  his 
sermon  in  Sacrament  services  by  saying,  "Tonight, 
brothers  and  sisters,  I  wish  to  elaborate  on  some 
things  the  Lord  has  only  touched  on  lightly."  We 
urge  teachers  and  readers  to  give  weight  to  subjects 
in  the  same  degree  that  Jesus  did  and  to  pass  lightly 
over  the  lesser  matters  of  the  law. 

Each  week  we  shall  single  out  one  theme,  or 
possibly  two  related  themes,  in  a  chapter  and  dis- 
cuss them  thoughtfully  and  in  some  breadth  and 
depth.  Our  purpose  is  not  to  cover  the  chapter  in 
detail,  but  to  single  out  ideas  which  will  help  us 
understand  and  realize  a  finer  quality  of  discipleship. 

Assignment    for   next    Sunday,   January    12: 

1.  Read  the  text,  Chapter  24,  pages  378-386;  Matthew 
17;  Mark  9;  and  Luke  9. 

2.  Be  prepared  with  your  answer  to  this  question: 
What  did  the  father  of  the  sick  boy  mean  when  he 

said:  ".  .  .  Lord,  I  believe;  help  thou  mine  unbelief"?  (See 
Mark  9:24.) 


THE  QUALITY  OF  ONE'S   FAITH 

Lesson  2,  Jan.  12, 1964 

Chapter  24,  pages  378  to  389 

IN  the  first  part  of  Chapter  24  of  Jesus  the  Christ, 
a  number  of  incidents  are  related  which  have  to 
do  with  varying  degrees  of  faith.  They  are  full  of  in- 
terest, raise  important  questions,  and  provoke 
thought. 

In  the  opening  paragraph,  Elder  Talmage  de- 
scribes how  Jesus  descended  from  the  Mount  of 
Transfiguration,  where  He  had  communed  with 
Moses  and  Elias  and  had  beheld  the  glory  of  the 
Father,  to  the  real  world  of  men — men  who  were 
weak  in  faith  and  saw  life  "through  a  glass  darkly." 

This  in  itself  was  a  great  act  of  faith  and  love  on 
the  part  of  the  Saviour,  to  leave  the  heavenly  realm 
where  all  was  in  harmony  with  His  divine  nature 
and  lofty  soul  to  come  among  men  who  either  mis- 
understood or  denied  Him.  His  was  the  faith  to  live, 
suffer,  and  die  for  men  who  knew  little  or  nothing  of 
His  divinity  and  idealism. 

Throughout  His  entire  mission,  we  find  the 
Saviour  turning  to  His  Father  for  spiritual  strength 
and  renewal  with  which  to  go  about  doing  good 
among  men.  When  He  became  weary,  He  left  His 
disciples  and  the  multitudes  and  returned  to  His 
Eternal  Father  to  be  refreshed  for  the  battle  of  life. 
Jesus  continually  had  intense  thoughts  of  two 
worlds — of  God's  and  of  His  fellowmen's. 

'  Questions: 

1.  What  do  we  do  when  the  burdens  of  life  become  heavy 
to  bear? 

2.  What  ways  have  we  found  to  renew  our  spiritual 
strength? 

3.  How  does  our  communion  with  God  through  prayer, 
worship,  meditation,  and  study  affect  our  daily  lives? 
(See  Alma  34: 17-29.) 

Where  do  we  live  in  relation  to  God  and  fellow- 
man?  Do  we  gain  spiritual  strength  and  poise  daily 
and  weekly  as  we  pray  and  renew  our  faith  through 
partaking  of  the  sacrament?  If  so,  do  we  use  this 
strength,  as  Jesus  did,  to  cheer  the  afflicted,  comfort 
those  that  mourn,  and  to  meet  the  needs  of  our 
fellowmen  both  spiritually  and  materially?  Or  do  we 
live  the  kind  of  religious  life  which  is  active,  but 
which  seldom  brings  us  near  to  either  God  or  man? 

When  we  were  children,  we  may  have  seen  the 
world  through  rose-colored  glasses  and  looked  for 
perfection.  As  we  matured,  a  rude  awakening  doubt- 
less took  place.  Now  we  find  ourselves  and  others 
very  human  and  far  short  of  the  ideal.  Do  we,  then, 
give  up,  or  do  we  meet  the  real  world  as  Jesus  did 
with  quiet  courage  and  with  a  serenity  born  of  faith 
and  trust  in  God  and  in  His  Spirit  and  teaching? 
Disciples  Falter 

Jesus,  coming  down  from  the  Mount,  faced  a 
difficult  situation.  A  youth,  mentally  deranged  and 
afflicted  from  childhood,  had  been  presented  to  the 
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disciples  to  be  healed.  For  some  reason  they  failed  to 
work  a  wonder  in  his  behalf.  Scribes  and  rabbis  dis- 
puted and  perhaps  jeered  at  them.  A  multitude  were 
there  to  witness  this  contentious  and  confused  scene. 
The  helpless  father  of  the  boy  turned  to  Jesus  for 
help.  The  Saviour  cried,  "...  0  faithless  generation, 
how  long  shall  I  be  with  you?  how  long  shall  I  suffer 
you?  .  .  ."  {Mark  9:19.)  The  Saviour's  cry  may  have 
been  addressed  to  His  disciples,  but  likely,  also,  to  the 
multitude  whose  hearts  were  not  reaching  out  to  the 
boy  and  the  father.  (Certainly  we  are  in  no  position 
to  judge  the  disciples.  How  could  they  heal  with  so 
little  faith  present  in  the  petitioner  and  bystanders?) 

"Lord  .  .  .  Help  Thou  Mine  Unbelief" 

Jesus'  relationship  with  the  father  of  the  boy  is  a 
thing  of  beauty.  He  took  the  father  as  He  found  him, 
in  despair,  perhaps  hopeful,  yet  faltering  and  un- 
certain, and  graciously  tried  to  instill  faith  into  his 
soul.  ".  .  .  If  thou  canst  believe,  all  things  are 
possible  to  him  that  believeth."  The  father,  encour- 
aged by  these  words,  cried  out  through  tears,  "... 
Lord,  I  believe;  help  thou  mine  unbelief."  {Mark 
9:14-29.) 

Out  of  compassion,  and  in  response  to  the  father's 
faith  which  flickered  as  a  candle  light  in  a  wild  wind, 
Jesus  healed  the  boy.  In  doing  so,  He  made  another 
memorable  statement  on  the  subject  of  faith: 

.  .  .  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  If  ye  have  faith  as  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed,  ye  shall  say  unto  this  moun- 
tain, Remove  hence  to  yonder  place;  and  it  shall 
remove;  and  nothing  shall  be  impossible  to  you. 
(Matthew  17:20.) 

Questions: 

1.  What  factors  may  have  caused  the  disciples'  failure 
to  restore  the  lad  to  health? 

2.  Is  faith  something  one  has  or  has  not — like  smallpox 
— or  is  it  a  matter  of  degree  or  strength? 

3.  How  does  faith  grow? 

a.  How  did  it  increase  in  the  life  of  the  father  of  the 

boy  Jesus  healed? 
b     How  does  it  increase  in  our  lives?     (See  Alma 
32:17-43.) 

4.  Why  do  we  suppose  Jesus  compared   faith  with   a 
seed? 

5.  What  things  in  our  lives  today  require  great  faith? 

Men  vary  in  the  strength  of  their  faith.  Even 
within  the  life  of  the  same  individual,  faith  may  be 
stronger  in  some  things  than  in  others,  and  more 
sure  at  one  time  than  another.  We  are  not  unlike 
Jesus'  disciples  and  the  father  of  this  boy.  Our  faith 
needs  to  be  strengthened;  it  has  room  to  grow.  It 
need  not  be  perfect  to  make  us  acceptable  to  the 
Saviour.  He  will  lead  us  to  Him  if  we  will  but  invite 
Him  in. 

Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door,  and  knock:  if  any 
man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come 
into  him,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me. 
(Revelations  3:20.) 

One  final  question  is  worth  our  consideration. 
Could  a  man,  through  faith  as  a  grain  of  mustard 
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seed,  move  mountains?  Let  us  put  no  restrictions  on 
faith.  However,  moving  mountains  is  not  our  pri- 
mary need.  These  can  be  moved  with  dynamite,  bull- 
dozers, and  other  heavy  equipment.  Jesus  may  well 
have  had  other  things  in  mind,  too,  which  faith  can 
remove— failure,  fear,  guilt,  despair,  sin,  and  loneli- 
ness. 

GREATNESS  IN  THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN 

Lesson  3,  Jan.  19, 1964 
Chapter  24,  pages  389  to  395 

JESUS  was  an  itinerant  teacher,  the  whole  coun- 
try-side was  His  classroom.  Lilies  of  the  field,  the 
fish  of  the  sea,  children,  sparrows,  and  seeds  were  His 
chalk  and  blackboard,  His  paint  and  brush.  He 
painted  word-pictures  from  the  happenings  of  the 
day  and  the  moment.  He  was  an  artist  in  proverb 
and  parable  without  an  equal.  This  life-like  quality 
of  His  teachings  should  make  them  easier  to  under- 
stand and  to  apply  in  our  own  lives. 

In  the  latter  part  of  Chapter  24  of  our  text,  two 
basic  principles  are  taught  again  and  again.  They 
are  intimately  related  to  each  other,  sisters  of  the 
same  family,  nourishing  and  supporting  each  other. 
Both  are  fundamental  to  Christian  discipleship.  We 
refer  to  humility  and  mercy. 

Humility 

Jesus'  handling  of  the  question  of  tax  payment 
reveals  His  meekness  and  humility.  As  the  Son  of 
God,  Lord  of  the  Temple,  He  might  justifiably  have 
maintained  His  rights  and  somehow  proved  His  ex- 
emption from  such  a  mundane  obligation.  But  He 
chose  the  peaceable  way.  His  magnanimous  spirit 
and  His  self-awareness  made  it  unnecessary  for  Him 
to  maintain  His  rights  in  trivial  matters. 

Questions: 

1    Have  I  ever  sacrificed  bigger  things,  larger  values, 
in  order  to  be  right  or  to  maintain  my  pride? 
Illustrate.     (What  about  in  traffic?) 

The  disciples  were  concerned  about  who  would 
be  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  They  were 
even  naive  enough  to  inquire  of  the  Lord.  In  a  kind 
and  indirect  way,  He  answered  them  by  calling  a 
little  child  to  Him  and  saying: 

Whosoever  therefore  shall  humble  himself  as  this 
little  child,  the  same  is  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  (Matthew  18:4.) 

Questions: 

1.  Why  does  the  position  or  place  one  holds  have  little 
or  nothing  to  do  with  greatness? 

2.  How  does  longing  for  a  position  in  the  Church  detract 
from  growth  toward  greatness? 

3.  Why  do  people  sometimes  seek  to  be  greatest  in  the 
kingdom. 

4.  Teacher:  Divide  the  chalkboard  as  follows: 
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Childish  qualities:                         Childlike  qualities:  Assignment: 

_!                                                        1  Read  the  text  pages  398-406. 

1 Questions  to  be  given  class  members  for  brief  reports, 

2                                                       2.  or  to  the  class  at  large: 

1.  Why  was  Jesus  hated  so  much  by  the  Pharisees  and 
3 3 by  those  holding  religious  power? 

(Invite  the  class  to  list  and  illustrate  these  qualities.  2.  How  did  Jesus  feel  toward:  a.  The  sinner?    b.  Sin? 

You    may    wish    to    do    this    by    making    assignments    the  (See  John  8:1-11  and  Doctrine  and  Covenants  1:31.) 
week  before.) 

5.  What  can  a  person  do  to  overcome  this  desire  to  be 

greater  than  someone  else  or  to  envy  persons  of  posi-  A     ««MTnrt\/cneiAi     cri^i  idc 

Son  in  the  Church  or  community?  A    CONTROVERSIAL    FIGURE 

6.  Of  what  does  greatness  consist  in  the  kingdom  of  Lesson  4,  Jan.  26, 1964 
God?  (See  Matthew  20:24-28.) 

„      .       .          .      ,       ...A           .         ,  Chapter  25,  pages  398  to  406 
People  of  genuine  humility,  such  as  Jesus  was, 

are  quite  naturally  considerate  of  others.  They  have  /"^  ONFUCIUS,  the  moral  sage  of  China  was  once 

no  false  pride  to  protect  and  hence  little  to  fear  or  V><  asked  if  a  good  man  were  one  of  whom  all  men 

envy  in  others.   This  is  well  illustrated  in  the  inci-  speak  well.  He  replied  "No."  He  was  also  asked  if  a 

dents  which  follow:  bad  man  were  one  of  whom  all  men  speak  evil.    His 

1.  That  someone  not  of  the  disciples  should  have  answer  again  was  "No."  Then  he  concluded  that  it 
the  power  to  cast  out  devils  greatly  disturbed  Jesus'  is  better  when  good  men  speak  well  and  evil  men 
disciples,  but  not  Him.   He  simply  replied,  "Forbid  sPeak  iU  of  us- 

him  not .  .  .   For  he  that  is  not  against  us  is  on  our  Jesus  was  not  loved  by  all  men.    He  sensed  a 

part"   (Mark  3  "39  40.)  gathering  storm  of  hate  and  anger  that  would  take 

Jesus  doubtless  was  concerned  most  with  out-  His  life-   He  left  His  beautiful  Galilee  and  journeyed 

comes  in  human  life.   He  could  be  tolerant  of  some-  to  Jerusalem  knowing  full  well  that  men  would  seek 

one  who  sought  to  do  good  in  His  name  even  though  to  destroy  Him. 

this  person  was  not  in  the  fold  of  intimate  and  known  Questions: 

disciples.  1-  Why  did  men  hate  Jesus? 

2.  Who  were  they  who  sought  His  life?  (Read  John  7.) 

"Tlf  our  brother  offend  us,  what  should  we  usually  do?  Jesus  gave  one  reason  why  men  would  kill  Him. 

Till!  ^t  VZ\  t  P 

How  often,  when  offended  by  someone,  do  we  do  The  World  cannot  hate  you;  but  me  it  hateth,  fee- 
nothing  except  to  speak  ill  of  him  behind  his  back?  cause  I  testify  of  it,  that  the  works  thereof  are  evil. 

2.  What  does  this  do:  a.  To  him?    b.  To  us?  (John  7:7.) 

How  merciful  the  Saviour's  admonition:  There  were  other  reasonS)  t^    The  popular  lay 

Moreover  if  thy  brother  shall  trespass  against  rabbi  threatened  the  authority  of  those  in  positions 

thee,  go  and  tell  him  his  fault  between  thee  and  of  power.    Jesus'  fresh,  authoritative  interpretations 

him  alone;  if  he  shall  hear  thee,  thou  hast  gained  thy  nullified  their  own  effectiveness.    Statements  about 

brother.  (Matthew  18:15.)  Himself  as  the  Son  of  God  were  blasphemous  to  lis- 

This  takes  humility.  We  must  be  honest,  sincere,  tening  ears.  In  dialogue  again  and  again  He  out- 
self-accepting  as  well  as  merciful  to  do  this.   People  witted  them. 

who  are  guarding  their  own  egos  (pride)  find  it  hard  Jesus  was  a  controversial  figure.  Men  and  women 

to  confront  others  with  equanimity,  kindness,  and  loved  Him  deeply.   Multitudes  were  drawn  to  Him 

honesty.  with  all  manner  of  feeling  for  Him.     Others  hated, 

2.    To  the  question:   "Lord,  how  oft  shall  my  despised,  and  killed  Him. 

brother  sin  against  me,  and  I  forgive  him?  till  seven  Life  has  not  changed  radically  from  Jesus'  day. 

times?"  Jesus  replied,  "Until  seventy  times  seven."  Men  who  speak  out  on  important  issues;  men  who 

Then  He  told  the  parable  of  the  unmerciful  servant  take  a  stand  and  are  not  all  things  to  all  men  will 

to  illustrate  His  point.  be  loved  and  hated  even  as  Jesus  was.   In  lands  gov- 

We  ask  forgiveness  of  God  even  beyond  what  we  erned  by  constitutional  laws,  men  are  generally  pro- 
deserve,  but  how  slow  we  are  to  forgive  our  brother  tected  in  their  right  of  free  speech,  and  they  do  not 
his  trespass  against  us.  Yet  Jesus  in  His  parable  and  suffer  martyrdom  as  did  Jesus,  but  they  do  incur 
in  the  Lord's  prayer  makes  forgiveness  of  others  a  all  manner  of  ill  will  if  they  cross  the  interests  of 
prerequisite  of  receiving  forgiveness  for  ourselves.  others.   This  is  the  price  they  pay  if  they  speak  the 

truth  as  they  see  it  and  fight  for  a  good  cause. 

Questions: 

1.  Why  are  we  slow  to  forgive?  Questions: 

2.  How  does  humility  encourage  forgiveness?  x    When  is  it  a  compliment  to  be  spoken  ill  of  by  some- 

3.  Is  repentance  a  prerequisite  to  receiving  forgiveness  one9   (Illustrate  ) 

4.  £££??  peS^L  has  offended  us  will  not  re-  2-  How  should  we  feel  when  spoken  evil  of  by  others? 
pent,  what  should  our  attitude  be  toward  him?  3.  Should  the  threat  to  our  reputation  be  a  factor  in 


NOVEMBER     1963 


409 


keeping  us  from  running  for  political  office?  (Justify 
the  answer.) 

4.  How  can  we  rise  above  being  seriously  disturbed  by 
criticism  and  ridicule  of  fellowmen? 

5.  Under  what  circumstances  should  we  speak  our  minds 
even  though  we  believe  it  will  create  ill  will  toward  us? 

6.  In  what  ways  do  we  sometimes  create  ill  will  toward 
ourselves  unnecessarily? 

"Go,  and  Sin  No  More" 

An  incident  occurred  near  the  temple  at  Jeru- 
salem one  morning  which  illustrates  the  Saviour's 
way  of  meeting  opposition.  Scribes  and  Pharisees 
brought  a  woman  guilty  of  adultery  to  Jesus  and 
said,  "Now  Moses  in  the  law  commanded  us,  that 
such  should  be  stoned:  but  what  sayest  thou?" 
{John  8:5.) 

These  men  had  no  interest  in  the  law  at  this 
point,  and  they  wholly  ignored  the  woman's  feelings 
and  her  need.  Their  sole  purpose  seemed  to  be  to 
trap  Jesus  and  find  a  reason  to  accuse  Him  of  violat- 
ing the  law. 

With  clear  insight,  He  discerned  their  thoughts 
and  very  ingeniously  made  them  recognize  their  own 
sins.  He  showed  that  men  who  do  evil  should  be 
brought  to  task  for  it.  Then  He  turned  to  the  woman 
and  brought  hope,  faith,  and  love  into  a  life  which 
her  accusers  had  brought  low,  heaping  ridicule  onto 
sin. 

In  this  story  we  learn  from  Jesus  that  we  do  not 
treat  all  men  alike  in  all  circumstances.  There  is  a 
time  to  be  just  and  firm,  a  time  for  rebuke,  an  occa- 


sion for  radical  disagreement.  Then  there  are  times 
when  men  need  hope,  encouragement,  and  forgive- 
ness. 

Question: 

What   should  determine   the  attitude  or  principle  we 
express  in  a  given  situation? 

The  obvious  answer  to  the  above  question  is: 
What  effect  will  it  have  on  the  individuals  involved? 
Sometimes  firmness  is  good  for  us,  for  our  children. 
Even  a  fair  punishment  gives  the  offender  oppor- 
tunity to  repent  and  to  feel  whole  again.  The  Gospel 
is  a  reservoir  of  truths  which  we  can  draw  upon  to 
build  lives  as  God  would  have  us  do.  Only  inspira- 
tion, experience,  and  wisdom  can  teach  us  how  to 
apply  these  principles.  Jesus  repeatedly  showed  us 
the  way. 


*Dr.  Lowell  L.  Bennion  has  served  since  Sept.  1,  1962,  as  Assistant 
Dean  of  Students  at  the  University  of  Utah.  He  was  also  appointed  to 
serve  at  the  University  as  Director  of  Community  Services  of  the 
Utah  Center  for  the  Prevention  and  Control  of  Juvenile  Delinquency. 
He  is  the  son  of  the  late  Dean  Milton  Bennion  of  the  U.  of  U. 

Brother  Bennion  graduated  from  the  University  of  Utah  in  1928 
with  a  B.A.  in  history  and  political  science.  He  served  in  the  Swiss- 
German  Mission  from  1928  to  1931.  He  studied  in  Germany,  Austria, 
and  France  from  1931  to  1934,  receiving  his  Doctorate  in  social  philos- 
ophy from  the  University  of  Strasbourg  in  1933.  He  was  Director  of 
LDS  Institute  of  Religion  at  the  University  of  Utah  from  1934  to  1937 
and  from  1939  to  1962.  He  was  also  Director  of  LDS  Institute  of 
Religion  at  the  University  of  Arizona  from   1937  to  1939. 

Brother  Bennion  has  authored  three  books,  The  Religion  of  the 
Latter-day  Saints,  Teachings  of  the  New  Testament,  and  Religion  and 
the  Pursuit  of  Truth.  He  has  also  written  a  number  of  study  manuals 
for  the  L.D.S.  Church  which  have  been  and  are  in  use  in  auxiliary 
organizations  and  by  the  Department  of  Education  of  the  Church. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the  General  Board  of  the  YMMIA,  and 
he  is  presently   a  member  of  the  Church  Youth  Coordinating  Com- 
mittee.    He  married  the  former  Merle  Colton.     They  are   the  par- 
ents of   four   sons  and   one   daughter. 
Library  File  Reference:   Jesus  Christ. 
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JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  MUSIC     (Concluded  from  page  405.) 


To  the  Chorister: 

The  music  is  composed  of  four, 
four-measure  phrases.  The  melody 
notes  of  the  first  two  measures 
in  phrases  one  and  two  are  alike. 
Rhythmically,  both  the  first  and 
second  phrases,  and  the  third  and 
fourth  phrases,  are  alike. 

Invite  teachers  of  Junior  Sun- 
day School  to  introduce  the  hymn. 
Have  them  sing  it  by  memory 
three  or  four  times  while  the  chil- 
dren listen  for  a  special  word  or 
phrase.  Then  the  chorister  may 
sing  the  first  phrase  and  have  the 
children  repeat  it.  Each  phrase 
may  be  taught  in  the  same  way 
until  the  children  are  able  to  com- 
bine phrases  and  finally  sing  the 
song  all  the  way  through. 

This  is  the  phrase  method  of 
teaching  a  song.  It  is  always  taught 
by  rote  or  imitation.  Song  books 
are  not  used  in  Junior  Sunday 
School. 

Use  the  interval  beat  pattern1 
when  teaching  the  hymn.  When  it 
is  learned,  use  a  combination  of 
the  conventional  beat  pattern  and 


Explained  in  A  Guide  for  Choristers  and 
Organists  in  Junior  Sunday  School;  July, 
1962;  page  36. 


the  interval  beat  pattern  when  con- 
ducting the  hymn. 

Children  should  sing  the  hymn 
a  little  faster  than  adults  so  that 
they  can  breathe  between  phrases. 
Some  will  need  to  take  a  little 
breath  where  commas  appear  with- 
in the  phrase.  This  will  not  change 
the  meaning  of  the  message  in  this 
particular  song. 
To  the  Organist: 

The  music  of  this  hymn  is  of 
high  quality  and  is  chordal  in  char- 
acter. Organists  will  enjoy  listen- 
ing to  the  chordal  combinations  of 
each  chord  as  they  are  learning  the 
piece. 

Observe  that  while  measures  1 
and  2  have  the  same  melody  notes 
as  measures  5  and  6,  the  other 
notes  of  the  chords  in  measures  5 
and  6  have  been  rearranged,  there- 
by using  the  same  notes — but  in  a 
different  position — on  the  staff. 
Remember  to  play  all  notes  of  the 
chords  together. 

When  the  organist  is  asked  to 
play  the  hymn  for  the  children  be- 
fore it  is  learned,  she  should  play 
the  top  melody  notes  of  the  right 
hand  with  the  left-hand  chords  as 
written.    It  should  be  played  this 


way  also  when  it  is  being  used  as  a 
prelude  in  January,  the  month  the 
hymn  is  being  introduced. 

When  the  boys  and  girls  have 
learned  the  hymn,  the  organist 
should  play  the  music  as  written, 
remembering  to  bring  out  the  top, 
melody  notes  of  the  chords. 

During  part  of  the  hymn  prac- 
tice time  in  January,  it  would  be 
interesting  to  review  the  songs  in- 
troduced in  1963  and  sing  them 
from  memory. 

For  the  year  1964,  the  Junior 
Sunday  School  Music  Committee 
encourages  all  organists  and  chor- 
isters to  study  A  Guide  for  Chor- 
isters and  Organists  in  Junior 
Sunday  School.  Many  choristers 
and  organists  who  are  familiar 
with  the  guide  find  it  very  helpful 
in  answering  questions  and  giving 
guidance  to  musicians,  coordinat- 
ors, and  other  Junior  Sunday 
School  officers  and  teachers.  The 
book  is  50  cents  a  copy;  and  it  is 
available  at  the  Deseret  Book 
Store  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

— Florence  S.  Allen. 


(The  hymn  for  February,  1964,  will  be  a 
new  sacrament  hymn,  "When  I  Drink  the 
Water  Clear,"  to  be  printed  in  the  December, 
1963,  issue  of   the  magazine.) 


WHAT    IS    A    LATTER-DAY    SAINT? 


The  real  Latter-day  Saint  of  today  is  like  the 
saint  of  former  days.  He  loves  God  with  all  his 
soul,  with  all  his  mind,  and  with  all  his  strength. 
Membership,  paying  of  tithing,  or  the  holding  of  a 
Church  position  is  not  sufficient.  To  receive  the 
truths  that  have  come  from  the  Lord  by  the  faith 
and  sacrifice  of  other  saints  is  not  enough.  A  true 
Latter-day  Saint  must  show  his  own  faith  by  his 
own  actions,  and  he  expresses  love  of  God  in  the 
service  and  salvation  of  today's  neighbors. 

The  Latter-day  Saint  of  today  may  not  be  called 
upon  to  give  his  life  as  a  martyr,  but  he  is  called 
upon  to  give  of  his  substance,  time,  and  talents  all 
the  days  of  his  life. 

A  true  Latter-day  Saint  has  complete  trust  in 
the  true  godhead.  He  seeks  to  overcome  his  own 
sins,  realizing  that  through  the  atonement  of  Christ, 


all  men  may  be  saved.  He  accepts  the  ordinances 
of  the  Church,  humbly  submits  to  the  authority 
placed  in  the  divinely  restored  organization,  and  is 
ready  to  receive  any  new  directions  that  might  be 
given.  He  serves  where  called,  exercising  all  the 
gifts  of  the  spirit  given  him.  He  learns  the  truths 
revealed  through  former-day  saints.  He  lives  ac- 
tively each  day  to  build  the  kingdom  of  God.  He 
exercises  tolerance  and  love,  allowing  freedom  to 
all  others  to  live  as  their  consciences  direct.  He  sus- 
tains the  law  of  the  land,  living  in  compliance  with 
all  that  is  virtuous,  and  he  expresses  gratitude  to 
God  by  sharing  with  others  the  truths  he  has  re- 
ceived. 

To  be  a  Latter-day  Saint,  he  must  actively  share 
with  God  in  His  program  to  bless  all  His  children 
with  that  which  they  need  most,  as  God  in  His  wis- 
dom reveals  it  in  these  latter-days. 

— Calvin  C.  Cook. 


(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  January  5,  "What  Is  a  Latter-day  Saint?"; 
and  to  support  lessons  about  the  lives  and  duties  of  Latter-day  Saints.) 


Library  File  Reference:  Gospel  Living. 
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Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

1st  Quarter,  1964 


COURSE  OF 
STUDY-1963 

Course   No.   1: 
A    Gospel   of   Love 

Course  No.  la: 

Beginnings  of 

Religious  Praise 

Course   No.  3 

Growing   in 

the  Gospel, 

Part  II 

Course  No.  5 

Living    Our 

Religion, 

Part  II 

Course    No.    7: 

History    of    the 

Church   for 

Children 

Course    No.    9: 

Scripture  Lessons 

in  Leadership 

t 

COURSE  OF 
STUDY-1964 

t 

Course    No.    1: 
A   Gospel  of  Love 

t 

Course    No.   2: 

Growing   in 

the  Gospel, 

Part  1 

t 

Course  No.  4: 

Living  Our 

Religion, 

Part   1 

t 

Course    No.    6: 
What   It  Means 

to  Be  a 
Latter-day  Saint 

t 

Course    No.    8: 

Old    Testament 

Stories 

t 

Course    No:    10: 
The  Life 
of  Christ 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES-1964 

Nursery 
3 

Kindergarten 
4,5 

Primary 
6,  7 

8,  9 

10,  11 

12,   13 

Date  of  Lesson 
JANUARY  5 

1    Am    in    the 
Family 

0) 

Heavenly  Father's 

Family 

(1) 

We  Go  to 

Church  to 

Worship  God 

(1) 

What   Is   a 
Latter-day  Saint? 

0) 

Our    Earth 
(D 

The   Great    Plan 
(1) 

JANUARY  12 

Mother    Is    in 

the    Family 

(2) 

The   Lord  Created 

Our  Earth 

(2) 

Chapels 

Are    Built 

(2) 

Baptism,    a 

Requirement   for 

Membership 

(2) 

The   First 

Earth   Home 

(2) 

War   in   Heaven 
(2) 

JANUARY  19 

Father    Is    in 

the    Family 

(3) 

Adam  Named 
the   Animals 

(3) 

Other    Places 

of  Worship 

(3) 

The    Power   of 

Faith 

(3) 

The  First  Family 
(3) 

The  Plan  Begins 

to  Unfold 

(3) 

JANUARY  26 

Our   Baby   Is   in 
the    Family 

(4) 

We  Will  Live 

in  Another  World 

(4) 

Tabernacles 

Are    Places 

of  Worship  (4) 

Repentance 

Makes     Us    Strong 

(4) 

A  Contrast:    an 

Ark    and   a    Tower 

Are    Built    (4) 

Two    Great 

Messages 

(4) 

FEBRUARY  2 

Brothers    and 

Sisters   Are  in 

the    Family    (5) 

Jesus  Is 

Our  Leader 
(5) 

The  Temple  Is 

a    Special    Place 

(5) 

There  Are  Three 

Members    of    the 

Godhead    (5) 

Abraham,  the 

Faithful 

(5) 

A  Command 

from    Rome 

(5) 

FEBRUARY  9 

Grandfather  and 
Grandmother  Are 
in  the  Family  (6) 

Jesus  Will 
Live  Forever 

(6) 

Be    Happy, 

Kind   and 

Forgiving    (6) 

The  Gospel 
Restored  and  the 
Church  Organized 

(6) 

The    Selfishness 

of  Lot 

(6) 

When  Shepherds 

Watched    Their 

Flocks  (6) 

FEBRUARY  16 

Jesus    Had 
a    Family 

(7) 

Family  in  This 

World  Is  Part  of 

Lord's    Plan 

(7) 

Sharing 
Our  Talents 

(7) 

Great    Gifts    of 
the   Gospel 

(7) 

The  Child 

of    Promise 

(7) 

Wise    Men 

of   the    East 

(7) 

FEBRUARY  23 

Love    Is    in 

Our    Home 

(8) 

Family  Members 
Work  Together 
in  the   Home   (8) 

Being  a  Good 

Family    Member 

(8) 

The   Gospel 

—a  Plan  For 

Right  Living 

(8) 

The    Bride    from 

Haran 

(8) 

First    Visit    to 

the  Temple 

(8) 

MARCH   1 

We  Work 

Together   in 

Our    Home 

(9) 

Heavenly  Father 

Planned  for 

Families  to 

Pray  Together  (9) 

Church    Activities 

Make    Us    Happy 

(9) 

A    Latter-day 

Saint  Keeps  the 

Sabbath  Day 

Holy  (9) 

A    Man    of    Peace 
(9) 

A  Warning 

in    the    Night 

(9) 

MARCH   8 

We   Pray 

Together  in 

Our    Home 

(10) 

Heavenly   Father 
Planned  for 
Families  to 

Pay  Tithing   (10) 

Family    Finds 
Joy    in    Gospel 
Understanding 

(10) 

Fast  Day— a 

Special  Day 

for  Latter-day 

Saints    (10) 

A    House    Divided 
(10) 

The    Boyhood 

of  Jesus 

(10) 

MARCH   15 

We    Have    Fun 
in    Our   Home 

Heavenly  Father 
Planned  for 
Families  to 

Help  Others  (11) 

Blessings 

Come  to 

a    Family 

(11) 

A    Latter-day 

Saint   Pays   Tithing 

(11) 

The     Beginning 

of   Israel 

(11) 

Preparing  the  Way 

of   the    Lord 

(ID 

MARCH  22 

We    Make    Our 

Home    Beautiful 

02) 

Heavenly  Father 

Planned  for 

Families  to  Observe 

Word  of  Wisdom 

Love  One 

Another 

(12) 

A    Latter-day 
Saint    Partakes 
of  the  Sacrament 
(12) 

Joseph    among 

His    Brethren 

(12) 

Communion 

in   the   Desert 

(12) 

MARCH  29 
Easter    Sunday 

Jesus  Had  Joy 
in    His   Family 

(13) 

Easter  Is 

a 

Special  Time 

(14) 

Easter   Lesson 

Easter — a    Day 

for   Gratitude 

(13) 

Joseph  in  a 

Strange  Land 

(13) 

Review 

Numbers  in  parentheses  are  manual  lesson  numbers. 
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Titles  and  Dates  of  Sunday  School  Lessons  by  Courses 

1st  Quarter,  1964 


Course    No.    1 1 : 
History    of    the 
Restored   Church 

Course   No.    13: 

Principles  of  the 

Restored   Church 

at  Work 

Course  No.  19 
The   Articles 
of    Faith 
Course    No.    15: 

Life  in 
Ancient  America 

Course    No.   21: 
Genealogical 
Research— A 

Practical  Mission 

Course    No.    23: 

Teaching 

the 

Gospel 

Course    No.    24: 

Parent   and 

Child 

Course    No.    27: 
Gospel    Living 
in    the    Home 

Course    No.    29: 

A   Marvelous 

Work  and 

a    Wonder 

t 

Course    No.     12: 
The  Church  of 

Jesus    Christ    in 
Ancient  Times 

t 

Course    No.    14: 

The    Message 

of    the    Master 

t 

Course    No.    16: 

The    Gospel 

Message 

Course   No.   20: 
Genealogical 
Research— A 

Practical  Mission 

t 

Course   No.    23: 

Teaching 

the 

Gospel 

Course    No.    24: 
Gospel    Living 
In   the    Home 

Course    No.    26: 

Jesus  The 

Christ* 

Course   No.   28: 

The    Articles 

of   Faith 

14,  15 

16,   17 

18,  19,  20,  21 

Genealogical 
Training— Adults 

Preservice 
Teachers- 
Adults 

Family  Relations- 
Adults 

Gospel 

Doctrine — 

Adults 

Gospel 
Essentials- 
Adults 

Preview 

and  Class 

Organization 

Preview 

and  Class 

Organization 

Why 

Religion? 

(1) 

Introduction 

to   the 

Course   and 

Foreword 

Organizing 

Lesson    Content 

(15) 

Preview 

and    Class 

Organization 

Review    of 
first   half  of 
manual  and 
class  orientation 

Religion 
(1) 

Why    Jesus 

Established 

His     Church     (1) 

In    the    Time 

of   the 
Herodians    (1) 

Why  a 

Church? 

(2) 

Vicarious    Work 

for    the    Dead 

(1) 

Using    a    Plan 

in   Teaching 

(16) 

The  Quest 

for  Joy 

(1) 

From  Sunshine 
to   Shadow 
pp.  378-389 

The    Articles 

of    Faith 

(2) 

A    Wondrous 

Land 

(2) 

The  Gospel 

According 

to    Luke   (2) 

Review 

Purposes   To   Be 

Served    Govern 

Genealogical 

Research    (2) 

Extending  a 

Lesson    beyond 

the    Classroom 

(17) 

Elohim— God 

and    Father 

(2) 

From  Sunshine 
to    Shadow 

(Continued) 
pp.  389-395 

The  Articles 

of  Faith 

(Continued) 

(3) 

Palestine 
(3) 

Looking 

toward    the 

Light   (3) 

The   Gospel 

Before   the  Birth 

of    Jesus    (3) 

Family    Group 

Sheet  and 
Pedigree  Chart 

(3) 

Tests   Are   Aids 

to   Learning 

(18) 

Elohim — God 

and    Father 

(Continued) 

(2) 

Jesus    Again 
in   Jerusalem 
pp.  398-406 

The  Prophet 

Joseph    Smith 

(4) 

Life   in 

Palestine 

(4) 

The    Nativity 
(4) 

The  Gospel 
Before    the   Birth 

of   Jesus 
(Continued)       (4) 

Family  Group 

Sheet    and 

Pedigree    Chart 

(Continued) 

Know   Your 
Class  Members 

(19) 

Jehovah — Son 

and  Saviour 

(3) 

Jesus    Again 
in    Jerusalem 
(Continued) 
pp.    407-412 

The   Authenticity 

of    Joseph 

Smith's    Mission 

(5) 

"Fishers 

of   Men" 

(5) 

Jesus, 

Boy  of 

Nazareth    (5) 

Church  of 

Jesus    Christ    in 

Meridian   of  Time 

(5) 

What    Can 

1  Do? 

(4) 

Classroom 

Atmosphere 

and  Control  (20) 

The     Power    of 

the   Atonement 

(4) 

Jesus    Again 

in    Jerusalem 

(Continued) 

pp.  412-419 

The 

Godhead 

(6) 

In    the 

Service  of 

the  Lord 

(6) 

The    Baptism 

of   Jesus 

(6) 

Church    of 
Jesus    Christ    in 
the    Meridian    of 
Time     (Cont)     (9) 

What    Can    a 

Family 

Association    Do? 

(5) 

Teaching   to 
Develop    Love 

for  the 
Gospel  (21) 

The    Power    of 

the    Atonement 

(Continued) 

(4) 

Our  Lard's 

Ministry  in 

Perea  and  Judea 

pp.  423-429 

The 
Godhead 

(Continued) 
(7) 

Peter,  the 

Man   who 

Loved  Jesus 

(7) 

The   Temptation 

of  Jesus 

(7) 

The    Apostasy 
(7) 

Learning   What 

Has    Been    Done 

(6) 

Cultivating 

Reverence 

(22) 

Jesus  Christ— the 

Father's 

Executive 

(5) 

Our  Lord's 

Ministry  in 

Perea  and  Judea 

429-441 

The 
Godhead 
(Continued) 

(8) 

Peter's 

Fellow 

Disciples 

(8) 

Miracles 

in    Galilee 

(8) 

The    Apostasy 

(Continued) 

(8) 

Arming    with 
Family     History 
and    Tradition 
(7) 

The 

Church's    Plan 
(23) 

Jesus  Christ— the 

Father's 

Executive 

(Continued)        (6) 

Our  Lord's 

Ministry    in 

Perea  and  Judea 

pp.  441-447 

The  Godhead 

(Continued) 

(9) 

Preparation 

for  the 

Ministry 

(9) 

Jesus    in 

Jerusalem 

(9) 

The 

Reformation 

(9) 

Knowledge     of 

Local    History 

and    Geography 

(8) 

Preparation 
for  Teaching 

(24) 

Rebirth    Through 

the   Holy   Ghost 

(7) 

Continuation  of 

the  Perean  and 

Judean  Ministry 

pp.  449-465 

Free   Agency 
(10) 

Fire  from 

Heaven 

(10) 

The    Call 

and    Ministry    of 

the    Twelve 

(10) 

The 

Reformation 

(Continued) 

(10) 

Reading    Records 

in     Unfamiliar 

Languages 

(9) 

Become 

Gospel    Scholars 

(25) 

Review 

Continuation  of 

the  Perean  and 

Judean  Ministry 

pp.  465-473 

The   Fall 
01) 

Peter 

Proves  His 

Worth 

(11) 

The  Sermon 

on  the 

Mount 

(11) 

Review 

Spelling    of 

Names 
Determining 
Dates  (10) 

Your 

Stewardship 

(26) 

The    Godhead's 

Love    for 

Mankind 

(8) 

Review 

The  Atonement 
(12) 

Review 

Review 

General   Religious 

Cultures 

of  the  World 

(11) 

Advance 

Measures    for 

Notes 

01) 

Summary  and 

Evaluation 

(27) 

Love  Your 

Enemies 

(9) 

Easter  and 
Testimony  Session 

The    Atonement 
(Continued) 
(13) 

NOVEMBER     1963 


Numbers  in  parentheses  are  lesson  numbers  except  for  Course  26. 

*In  Course  26,  numbers  are  page  numbers  of  the  book  Jesus  the  Christ  by  James  E.  Talmage. 

**For  Course  28,  use  teacher's  supplement  prepared  by  David  Lawrence  McKay. 
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We  Celebrate  His  Birth 

compiled  by  Claribel  W.  Aldous 


"And  she  shall  bring  forth  a  son, 
and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus: 
for  he  shall  save  his  people  from 
their  sins."  (Matthew  1:21.) 

"And  behold,  there  shall  a  new 
star  arise,  such  an  one  as  ye  never 
have  beheld;  and  this  also  shall  be 
a  sign  unto  you."  (Helaman  14:5.) 

"Lift  up  your  head  and  be  of 
good  cheer;  for  behold,  the  time  is 
at  hand,  and  on  this  night  shall 
the  sign  be  given,  and  on  the  mor- 
row come  I  into  the  world,  to  show 
unto  the  world  that  I  will  fulfill 
all  that  which  I  have  caused  to  be 
spoken  by  the  mouth  of  my  holy 
prophets."  (3  Nephi  1:13.) 

"And  they  came  with  haste,  and 
found  Mary,  and  Joseph,  and  the 
babe  lying  in  a  manger."  (Luke 
2:16.) 

For  Courses  la,  7,  and  9,  Christmas  lessons 
for  December  22;  for  Course  1,  lesson  of  De- 
cember 15,  "When  Jesus  Came  Here  To  Live"; 
for  Course  3,  lesson  of  December  22,  "Jesus 
Was  Born  To  Serve  in  the  Kingdom";  and  for 
Course  5,  lesson  of  December  22,  "To  Give  and 
Share — True  Meaning  of  Christmas.") 


Christmas  Celebrates  the  Birth 

"That  is  the  sweetest  story  ever 
told — the  story  of  the  coming  of 
the  Christ  Child,  through  whose 
perfect  life  and  by  compliance  with 
whose  teachings  all  may  find  peace 
of  mind  and  soul  contentment.  .  .  . 

Many  and  swift  are  the  changes 
that  have  come  to  the  peoples  of 
the  world  during  these  centuries; 
but  the  principles  announced  by 
the  heavenly  hosts  remain  change- 
less and  ever  applicable  and  essen- 
tial to  the  happiness,  salvation,  and 
exaltation  of  the  children  of  men. 
These  principles,  as  summarized, 
are: 

1.  Faith  in  God  ("glory  to  God 
in  the  highest"). 

2.  Peace  through  brotherly  love 
("peace  on  earth"). 

3.  Goodwill  and  fellowship 
("good  will  toward  men"). 

No  worry  nor  anxiety  over  the 


choosing  and  giving  of  gifts,  no  en- 
joyment of  holiday  feasts,  no  dec- 
orations (however  modern  or  at- 
tractive), no  social  parties  (how- 
ever jovial),  should  ever  overshad- 
ow the  fact  that  Christmas  is  the 
celebration  of  the  birth  of  Jesus 
Christ  who  came  to  give  life,  light, 
and  peace  to  all  mankind  and  who 
marked  the  way  by  which  these 
eternal  blessings  may  be  obtained. 
.  . .": — President  David  O.  McKay. 

When  I  Think  of  Christmas 

When  I  think  of  Christmas, 
I  see  a  wondrous  light 
Shining  'round  some  shepherds 
Watching  sheep  by  night. 

I  hear  the  angels  singing, 
"Peace,  good  will  to  men," 
I  wish  that  lovely  message 
Would  come  to  earth  again. 

I  see  a  tiny  baby 

Cradled  in  the  hay, 

As  shepherds  kneel  beside  Him 

On  that  first  Christmas  day. 

When  I  think  of  Christmas, 
I  see  a  shining  star, 
Wise  men  on  their  camels 
Coming  from  afar. 

Weary  miles  they  traveled 
Precious  gifts  to  bring, 
Presents  for  a  baby — 
Jesus,  Saviour,  King. 

— Jane  Bradford  Terry. 

Precious  Baby 

Sleep,  my  darling  baby, 

A  new  star  shines  above; 

And  on  the  hills, 

An  angel  choir 

Sang  songs  of  peace  and  love; 

And  shepherds  knelt 

Beside  thy  bed, 

My  precious  babe  in  the  hay; 

And  all  the  world 

Shall  yet  rejoice 

And  bless  this  wondrous  day. 

— Jane  Bradford  Terry. 


iMcKay,  David   O.,   Treasures  of  Life,   1962 
edition;    Deseret    Book    Company,    Salt    Lake 
City,  Utah;  pages  153,  154.  Compiled  by  Clare 
Middlemiss. 
Library  File  References:   Christmas. 
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Clrurcli  Coordination 
and  the  Family 

by  Richard  0.  Cowan* 


In  a  letter  written  Mar.  24,  1960,  to  the  General 
Priesthood  Committee  the  First  Presidency  stated: 

We  of  the  First  Presidency  have  over  the  years 
felt  the  need  of  a  correlation  between  and  among 
the  courses  of  study  put  out  by  the  General  Priest- 
hood Committee  and  the  responsible  heads  of  other 
committees  of  the  General  Authorities  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  Priesthood. 

We  have  also  felt  the  very  urgent  need  of  a  cor- 
relation of  studies  among  the  auxiliaries  of  the 
Church.1 

This  was  not  the  first  time  Church  leaders  have 
noted  a  need  for  coordination  of  the  vast  Church 
program.  In  1920  and  again  in  1938  special  com- 
mittees were  formed  to  study  the  problem.  With 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  Church  during  recent  years, 
the  brethren  again  felt  the  need  of  such  a  study. 
President  McKay  expressed  the  feeling  that  this  was 
a  step  in  the  right  direction  and  should  go  forward. 

Therefore,  in  the  letter  referred  to  above,  the 
First  Presidency  commended  to  the  Brethren  of 
the  General  Priesthood  Committee  "the  beginning  of 
an  exhaustive,  prayerful  study  and  consideration  of 
this  entire  subject,  with  the  cooperative  assistance 
of  the  auxiliaries  themselves  so  that  the  Church 
might  reap  the  maximum  harvest  from  the  devotion 
of  the  faith,  intelligence,  skill,  and  knowledge  of  our 
various  auxiliary  organizations  and  Priesthood  Com- 
mittees."2 The  Presidency  then  authorized  the 
Priesthood  Committee  to  secure  any  necessary  tech- 
nical help  to  proceed  with  their  study. 

As  the  Committee  began  its  work,  it  received 
direction  from  the  scriptures  and  inspired  instruc- 
tions from  the  First  Presidency.  A  revelation  con- 
cerning Church  organization  became  a  basic  guide 
to  the  work: 

Behold,  this  is  the  way  that  mine  apostles,  in 
ancient  days,  built  up  my  church  unto  me. 

Therefore,  let  every  man  stand  in  his  own  office 
and  labor  in  his  own  calling;  and  let  not  the  head 
say  unto  the  feet  it  hath  no  need  of  the  feet;  for 
without  the  feet  how  shall  the  body  be  able  to  stand? 

Also  the  body  hath  need  of  every  member,  that 

(For  general  reading.) 

*Elder  Harold  B.  Lee,  "The  Correlation  Program";  The  Improve- 
ment Era,  June,  1963;  page  502. 

2Elder  Harold  B.  Lee,  The  Improvement  Era,  June,  1963;  page  502. 

*  Brother  Cowan  is  Assistant  Professor  of  Religious  Instruction 
at  Brigham  Young  University.  He  obtained  his  B.A.  degree  from 
Occidental  College  and  his  M.A.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from  Stanford 
University.  He  has  contributed  several  articles  to  The  Instructor. 
He  is  married  to  the  former  Dawn  Houghton,  and  they  have  two 
children. 


all  may  be  edified  together,  that  the  system  may  be 
kept  perfect.  (Doctrine  and  Covenants  84:108-110.) 

Elder  Harold  B.  Lee,  chairman  of  the  General 
Priesthood  Committee,  explained  that  this  meant 
that  each  organization  "in  its  field  was  functioning 
up  to  its  capacity,  that  one  was  not  usurping  the 
field  of  activity  designated  for  the  other,  and  that 
duplications  and  overlappings  were  reduced  to  a 
minimum."3  When  this  is  accomplished,  the  system 
or  organization  of  the  Church  itself  will  be  perfected, 
and  all  members  will  be  edified  or  blessed  together. 

Another  important  guide  was  found  in  a  state- 
ment from  the  First  Presidency  that: 

.  .  .  the  home  was  the  basis  of  a  righteous  life 
and  that  no  other  instrumentality  can  take  its  place 
nor  fulfill  its  essential  functions  and  that  the  utmost 
the  auxiliaries  can  do  is  to  aid  the  home  in  its  prob- 
lems, giving  special  aid  and  succor  where  such  is 
necessary,  that  in  aiding  the  home  the  auxiliaries 
may  well  consider  thinking  of  home-life  of  the  people 
as  having  three  periods,  the  first,  from  birth  to 
twelve  years  of  age  or  the  childhood  period;  then  the 
youth  period  from  twelve  years  up  to  the  early 
twenties;  and  then  adulthood,  from  the  early  twen- 
ties on  to  the  end  of  life.* 

This  statement  suggests  basic  characteristics  of 
the  new  priesthood  correlation  program.  With  these 
guidelines  in  mind,  the  study  went  forward  under 
direction  of  the  General  Priesthood  Committee. 

The  first  public  announcement  of  these  studies 
came  during  October  1961  General  Conference.  In 
the  General  Priesthood  meeting  on  Saturday,  Sept. 
30,  1961,  Elders  Harold  B.  Lee  and  Richard  L.  Evans 
explained  the  organizations  which  would  bring  great- 
er coordination  to  the  work  of  the  Church,  and  de- 
scribed some  characteristics  of  the  new  program. 

The  All- Church  Coordinating  Council  was  to  be 
composed  of  four  members  of  The  Council  of  the 
Twelve:  Elders  Harold  B.  Lee,  chairman;  Marion  G. 
Romney,  Richard  L.  Evans,  and  Gordon  B.  Hinckley. 
Other  members  would  include  executive  heads  of 
auxiliary  and  other  organizations  responsible  for  var- 
ious phases  of  the  Church  program,  and  also  four 
executive  secretaries.  The  Council  was  to  make  rec- 
ommendations for  consideration  of  the  First  Presi- 
dency and  The  Council  of  the  Twelve,  which  would 
guide  the  development  of  Church  curricula  and 
activities. 


3Elder  Harold  B.  Lee,  "New  Plan  of  Coordination  Explained"; 
The  Improvement  Era,  January,  1962;  page  35. 

4Elder  Harold  B.  Lee,  The  Improvement,  Era,  January,  1962; 
page  36. 
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Three  coordinating  committees  were  to  work 
under  the  direction  of  the  Coordinating  Council. 
Each  of  these  committees  was  to  be  headed  by  a 
member  of  The  Council  of  the  Twelve — Elder  Rom- 
ney  over  the  committee  for  adults;  Elder  Evans  for 
youth,  and  Elder  Hinckley  for  children.  Work  of 
the  coordinating  committees  would  be  "to  plan, 
write,  provide,  and  coordinate  curricula  and  activ- 
ities" for  their  respective  age  groups.  Each  of  these 
committees  had  been  assisted  by  a  task  committee 
whose  members  had  spent  long  hours  surveying 
courses  of  study  and  gathering  other  information 
needed  to  build  a  strong  program. 

An  important  assignment  given  to  the  auxiliary 
organizations  was  that  of  training  their  ward  and 
stake  leaders  at  stake  quarterly  conferences  in  lieu 
of  their  regular  institutes  and  conventions.  This  has 
been  carried  out  through  the  new  program  of  assign- 
ing representatives  of  the  auxiliaries  and  other  or- 
ganizations to  the  quarterly  stake  conferences. 

Priesthood  coordination  will  be  directed  in  stakes 
and  wards  by  stake  presidents  and  bishops.  This 
should  bring  greater  efficiency  to  Church  work  as 
carried  out  in  these  respective  units. 

President  McKay  explained  that  The  Council  of 
the  Twelve  is  the  "General  Priesthood  Board."  Four 
committees  have  been  set  up  to  direct  phases  of 
priesthood  work  and  to  carry  their  program  to  the 
Church.  The  Priesthood  Missionary  Committee  is 
headed  by  Elder  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  the  Priest- 
hood Home  Teaching  Committee  by  Elder  Marion 
G.  Romney,  the  Priesthood  Genealogical  Committee 


by  Elder  N.  Eldon  Tanner,  and  the  Priesthood  Wel- 
fare Committee  by  Presiding  Bishop  John  H.  Van- 
denberg. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  developments  has 
been  the  new  Home  Teaching  program  being  intro- 
duced to  the  Church  in  quarterly  stake  conferences 
during  the  later  months  of  1963.  Home  Teachers 
represent  the  bishop  and  priesthood  quorums  in  as- 
sisting parents  to  strengthen  the  total  spiritual  and 
temporal  welfare  of  families  to  whom  they  are  as- 
signed. It  will  be  their  opportunity  to  assist  in  the 
coordination  of  all  Church  programs  as  they  relate 
to  each  family.  The  place  of  the  home  and  of 
priesthood  quorums  in  the  overall  program  of  the 
Church  will  be  stressed.  Perhaps  how  the  divine  ^^. 
assignment  of  strengthening  homes  and  preparing  ^^r 
families  for  exaltation  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom  can 
be  accomplished  better  than  ever  before. 

The  brethren  have  suggested  that  we  may  look 
forward  to  the  "consolidation  and  simplification"  of 
Church  curricula,  publications,  meetings,  etc.  This 
should  allow  us  to  do  the  Lord's  work  more  effec- 
tively  and  at  the  same  time  have  more  time  to  spend 
with  our  families. 

Under  the  inspired  leadership  of  President  Mc- 
Kay, this  program  is  designed  to  help  the  Church 
accomplish  its  goals  of  promoting  a  knowledge  and 
testimony  of  the  Gospel  among  Latter-day  Saints, 
giving  them  the  ability  to  promulgate  the  same  and 
helping  them  to  order  their  lives  in  conforming  with 
Gospel  teachings. 


Library  File   Reference :   Correlation   Program. 


My  Family 

compiled  by  Marie  F.  Felt 

1    CAN   BE   HELPFUL 

My  father  and  my  mother 

Are  both  so  kind  to  me 

That  ev'ry  day  I'll  show  them 

How  helpful  I  can  be.1  — Louise  M.  Oglevee, 

GROWING    UP 

My  birthday  is  coming  tomorrow, 
And  then  I'm  going  to  be  four, 
And  I'm  getting  so  big  that  already 
I  can  open  the  kitchen  door, 
I'm  very  much  taller  than  Baby 
Though  today  I  am  only  three; 
And  I'm  bigger  than  Bob-tail,  the  puppy, 
Who  used  to  be  bigger  than  me. 

— Little  Rhymes  for  Little  Folks. 


(For  Course  1,   lessons   of  November  3  through  December  8.) 
1Oglevee,    Louise    M.,    Plans   and   Stories   for    the    Nursery    Class, 
1930;   Standard  Publishing  Co.,   Cincinnati,  Ohio.    Use  by  permission. 


THE   QUEER   HABIT 
I've  got  a  baby  sister, 
She's  soft  and  sweet  and  dear; 
But  I  can  tell  you,  Mister, 
She  has  a  habit  queer. 
When  my  mother  puts  her  in  her  bath, 
She  is  hungry,  I  suppose; 
For  she  just  pulls  up  her  little  feet, 
And  chews  upon  her  toes.   — Betty  Race, 

LITTLE 

I  am  the  sister  of  him, 
And  he  is  my  brother; 
But  he  is  too  little 
For  us  to  play  with  each  other. 
So  every  morning  I  show  him, 
My  doll  and  my  book; 
But  every  morning  he  is 
Still  too  little  to  look. 
— Dorothy  Aldis. 

Library  File  Reference :   Family  Life. 
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CHURCH   CORRELATION  for  HOME  TEACHING 


-»^K^M^X^H^M^»^K^M^M^>C^M^>l^K^M^ 


FIRST  PRESIDENCY 


l&* 


*&*^><-&*0V<&K&H&>*<&il&H&K&K&'*0'K0'U. 


COUNCIL  OF  THE  TWELVE 

(General  Priesthood  Board) 


All-Church 
Coordinating   Council 


I 


Children's 
Committee 


I 


Youth 
Committee 


I 


Adult 
Committee 


Priesthood   Home 
Teaching   Committee 


Priesthood 
Missionary  Committee 


Priesthood 
Welfare  Committee 


Priesthood 
Genealogical   Committee 


Auxiliaries 


STAKE  HOME  TEACHING  COMMITTEE 


Stake  lli     ■       General  Secretary  m     ,     Assistant  Stake  Clerk 
Presidency  R  I  fl      •     for  Home  Teaching*^  "T      for  Home  Teaching 

(*High  Councilman  member  of  Melchizedek  Priesthood  Committee) 


f 


i 


Ward 
Bishopric 


WARD  HOME  TEACHING  COMMITTEE 


!!»+ 


Assistant  Ward  Clerk 
for  Home  Teaching 


I 


+ 


High  Priests 
Group  Leader 


t 


w 


Seventies  President 
"T*     of  Group  Leader 


t 


m 


Elders  President    A 
"T*    or  Group  Leader    W 


w 


General  Secretary 

-f*  of  Aaronic 

Priesthood  Over  21 


t 


m 


General  Secretary 

-^-  of  Aaronic 

Priesthood 


I 


Home  Teachers 

(High  Priests  as 
senior  companions) 


It 


Home  Teachers 

(Seventies  as 
senior  companions) 


ft 


Home  Teachers 

(Etders  as 
senior  companions) 


it 


Home  Teachers 

(Advisors  to  Aaronic 
Priesthood  Members  over 
21  as  senior  companions) 


ft 


NOTE:  In  addition  to  the  priest- 
hood leaders,  auxiliary  leaders 
will  assist  in  the  Home  Teach- 
ing Program  as  directed  by  the 
stake  and  ward  priesthood 
leadership.  In  cases  of  special 
need,  the  bishop  will  make  ad- 
justments in  assignments;  for 
example,  homes  of  single 
women  and  single  men. 


PURPOSE  OF  HOME  TEACHING: 

"Home  teaching  is  the  first  step  in  a  priesthood 
and  home-centered  program  of  Gospel  teaching 
and  Gospel  living.  It  recognizes  the  home  as  the 
basic  institution  of  learning,  the  family  as  an 
eternal  unit.  Through  love,  selfless  service,  ex- 
ample, and  teaching,  the  Home  Teacher  represents 
the  bishop  with  the  families  assigned  to  him  and 
aims  to  help  build  an  active  testimony  of  the  Re- 
stored Gospel  in  each  individual  and  greater  soli- 
darity  in   each    family. 


SCOPE  OF  HOME  TEACHING2 

Home  teaching  combines  the  following  functions: 

Making   home  visits 

Making    Priesthood   visits 

Strengthening  home  instruction  and  activity 

Fellowshiping 

Helping   all   members  to    be   active 

Correlating   all   reactivation  visits 

Providing  a  two-way  communication  system. 
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Taken  from  charts  presented  by  Elder  Harold  B.  Lee  at 
the  Priesthood  Session  of  General  Conference,  April  6,  1963.  See 
Church  News,  April  13,  1963. 


Taken  from  the  Leader's  Handbook,  Home  Teaching,  Des- 
eret  News  Press,  1963;  pages  A-l  to  A-4. 
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Lions  Among  Men 

Paul  before  Agrippa  .  .  .  the  missionary  waxed  bold. 


Today  my  eyes  came  to  a  halt 
over  an  unusual  magazine  article: 
"The  Ten  Best  Managed  Compan- 


ies. 


"i 


The  magazine  had  asked  some 
300  business  leaders  to  select  from 
the  thousands  of  companies  in 
American  industry  those  which 
they  consider  the  best  managed. 
The  article  lists  the  top  ten,'  then 
summarizes  the  reasons  each  was 
selected.  American  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Company  was  chosen  for 
its  "corporate  vitality,"  and  Gen- 
eral Motors  Corporation  for  "or- 
ganization." Sears  Roebuck  & 
Company  was  selected  for  "per- 
formance and  planning." 

But  as  I  scan  the  strengths  of 
all  these  ten  great  corporations,  I 
find  one  quality  which  keeps  crop- 
ping up:  It  is  boldness. 

Standard  Oil  (New  Jersey),  for 
example,  in  the  1930's  bought 
properties  in  Venezuela,  and  in  the 
1940's  became  the  first  American 
company  to  venture  into  Arabian 
fields.  Following  World  War  II, 
Sears  Roebuck  made  a  move  most 
other  merchandisers  feared  to  take 
— they  expanded  into  as  many 
newly  located  outlets  as  possible. 

Procter  &  Gamble  has  plunged 
heavily  into  television  advertising 
to  presell  its  soaps  and  detergents. 

Boldness  seems  to  pay  in  busi- 
ness. It  has  brought  rich  rewards 
in  other  pursuits,  too. 

As  I  reread  the  life  of  that  tent- 
maker  of  Tarsus  who  became  one 

(For  Course  6,  lesson  of  January  19,  "The 
Power  of  Faith";  and  for  course  15,  lesson  of 
December  29,    "Moroni's   Farewell.") 

Wun's  Review  and  Modern  Industry,  (Jan- 
uary, 1963),  published  by  Dun  &  Bradstreet 
Publications  Corporation,  Chicago,  Illinois; 
pages  32-36,  79-87. 

2The  ten  companies  selected:  American  Tele- 
phone &  Telegraph,  du  Pont,  Eastman  Kodak, 
General  Electric,  General  Motors,  International 
Business  Machines,  Minnesota  Mining  &  Man- 
ufacturing, Procter  &  Gamble,  Sears  Roebuck, 
and  Standard  Oil   (New  Jersey) . 


of  the  greatest  missionaries  of  all 
time,  Paul's  boldness  keeps  shin- 
ing out  from  his  stormy  path.  To 
the  Ephesians  he  wrote  of  his 
burning  desire  to  ".  .  .  speak  bold- 
ly, as  I  ought  to  speak."3  Barna- 
bas, taking  Paul  to  the  apostles 
after  his  conversion,  told  them  how 
Paul  "...  had  preached  boldly  at 
Damascus.  .  .  ."4 

Paul's  boldness  glistened  in  the 
prison  that  night  after  he  and  Silas 
had  been  beaten  with  stripes.  At 
midnight  the  two  "sang  praises 
unto  God."  Before  morning  the 
jailer  had  been  baptized.  Paul 
spoke  out  boldly  on  the  "Unknown 
God"  at  Mars  Hill  in  sophisticated 
Athens.  He  perhaps  was  never  so 
bold  as  that  day  he  defended  him- 
self before  King  Agrippa,  and  the 
king  said:"  .  .  .  Almost  thou  per- 
suadest  me  to  be  a  Christian."5 

Paul  was  humble,  but  he  was  a 
bold  giant  among  men. 

When  newsmen  in  our  town  talk 
about  the  masters  of  the  past,  they 
often  dwell  on  the  name  of  a  thin, 
quiet,  but  quick  and  humorous  city 
editor  named  Alfred  Pierce  Reck. 
He  was  plain  Al  Reck  to  friend 
and  foe. 

Al  Reck  was  acclaimed  one  of 
the  nation's  most  able  newsmen 
after  he  completed  27  years  as  city 
editor  for  the  Oakland  Tribune. 
One  of  his  reporters  recalled  this 
typical  story6  of  his  determined 
boldness: 

It  was  Saturday  night,  and  Al 
Reck  phoned  the  city  desk  from 
home  for  any  developments.  He 
was  told  of  a  dying  boy  in  town 

3Ephesians  6:20. 

4  Acts  9:27. 

'Acts  26 :28. 

"See  Martinez,  Al,  "City  Editor  Reck  of  The 
Tribune,"  Editor  &  Publisher,  July  6,  1963, 
pages  12,  48,  49. 


whose  last  wish  was  for  some  fresh 
peaches.  They  were  out  of  season, 
and  his  mother  had  placed  a  classi- 
fied advertisement  in  Reek's  news- 
paper. There  had  been  no  response. 

"Get  the  kid  some  peaches,"  said 
Reck. 

Amateur  radio  operaters  were 
alerted.  The  word  ticked  out  over 
the  air:  "Are  fresh  peaches  in  sea- 
son there?"  Some  fresh  peaches 
were  located  in  New  Zealand.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  for  an  air- 
line to  rush  them  to  Oakland  with- 
out cost. 

Then  came  a  disturbing  hitch. 
Governmental  rules  would  not  per- 
mit fresh  fruit  to  enter  the  country 
without  complicated  clearance. 

Told  of  the  problem,  Reck 
snapped,  "We'll  see  about  that." 
It  was  3  a.m.  in  Washington,  D.C.; 
but  he  phoned  there  at  his  own 
expense,  tracking  down  a  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  official.  The 
peaches  were  cleared  in  15  minutes. 
The  dying  boy  received  his  wish, 
and  Reek's  newspaper  published  a 
stirring  human  interest  story.  But 
at  his  request,  there  was  no  men- 
tion of  his  role. 

The  boldness  of  Paul  in  the  city 
room! 

"Bold  as  a  lion"7  is  a  scriptural 
tribute  to  a  truly  righteous  man. 
Today  the  world  calls  for  lions 
among  men. 

— Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


Trover bs  28:1. 
Library  File  Reference:   Courage. 


